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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


CRITICISM OF JERUSALEM'S BLI'C MAD® ISRAEL'S CAPITAL 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 14 Aug 80 p 4 
[Article by M. L. Snoussi] 


[Text] The Israeli Knesset's passage, Wednesday, 30 July, of the "consti- 
tutional law" to make Jerusalem "the eternal and indivisible capital of 
the Zionist State” is not only a challenge and an act of defiance launched 
at the Arabs and Moslems throvghout the world, but also a breach of inter- 
national law and an attack on the morale of the United Nations. 


Jerusalem has always been the Holy City for all monotheistic religions. 
It also belongs to all believers, debarring none. It is for this reason 
that it was considered an international city by both the SDN [League of 
Nations] during the inter-war years and afterwards by the UNO [United 
Nations Organization]. 


If the Moslems and particularly the Arabs have always claimed the right to 
manage it, it is because for 15 centuries, by their tolerance and their 
respect for Judaism and Christianity, they have rightly been the sole 
guarantees of its protection from barbarism. In fact, throughout the 

12th Century, during which the crusades laid the city waste, the latter, 
under Moslem control, continued to enjoy religious peace. No religious 
monument was destroyed or even defaced. 


However, will this be so with such fanatics as Begin, the deputy Guela 
Cohen, the extreme right Hatehia Movement (revived), the Rabin Kahan 
gangs, the members of the Ghoush Emounim, and even Labor Party members, 
who have voted for this law? Didn't the above, despite UN resolutions, 
back in 1967 initiate a Jerusalem disfiguration action by so-called 
archeological excavations and the destruction of numerous districts, in 
order to wipe out forever this city's religious and historical character? 
Didn't they also support the attempt made in August 1967 to burn down the 
most prestigious Mosque: Al Aqsa’ 


Once again this just goes to prove that Zionism is an ideology, one and 
indivisible, with the same objective, namely, to establish an empire whose 











capital, for the time being, would be Jerusalem and finally, Rome. The 
only difference between the Likoud and the Labor Party members, regard- 
less of any other trend of opinion, is in fact merely a subtle nuance 
in tactics, 


A strange statement of fact: Didn't the advocate of Zionism quite simply 
say "The day we take over Jerusalem...I would like to destroy everything 
that is not sacred to the Jews and I would burn down every historical 
monument." However, only one single voice in Israel saw in this vote a 
meaningless policy with very serious consequences. In fact, only the 
Avneri delegate, from the Shelli left, had the courage, during the discus- 
sion of this law, to state that "This is a declaration of war against the 
Moslem world," 


Indeed, the Arabs and Moslems will lose no time in firing back a stinging 
reply to this new challenge, nor, this time, recoil before any obstacles 
or hesitate to use every means possible, for, as President Bourguiba never 
ceased to repeat, should the Zionists get to the top, that their overbear- 
ing pride and their stubbornness will lead to nothing save their own 
undoing, since the Arabs have both men and time at their disposal. And 

if Sadat is willing to take one slap in the face after the other from 
Begin, this will not be the case for all the Arabs. 


On the other hand, this vote is not only a declaration of war on the Mos- 
lems, but also on the Christians. And now is the time to resort to their 
influence with the Pope and with Europe in this matter, for Christian 
monuments are also in danger. 


8870 
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LNITFER=-ARAB AFFAIRS 


RETALIATLON AGAINST CAMP DAVID THREATENED 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 2) Jun 80 p 13 


[Interview with Majid Abu Sharar, Member of Central Committee of Fatah, by 
Kamil Fa'ur, in Beirut; date not given) 


[Text] Majid Abu Sharar Tells AL=WATAN, "We Will Break 
Legs of Those Who Lean Towards Camp David; 1° Bitter 
Palestinian Days Revitalized Fatah; al-Shak'ah and 
Khalaf Are Two Symbols of the Struggle of Our People in 
the Country; the Soviet Union Is Our Ally and the United 
States Is Our Nation's Arch Enemy; Supreme Coordination 
Committee Between the Palestinian Revolution and Iran." 


Brother Majid Abu Sharar, former secretary of the Revolutionary Council of 
the Fatah Movement and present member of Fatah's Central Committee thinks 
that the fourth conference, which was recently held by Fatah, was a signifi- 
cant turning point. The principal thing [in that conference] is the fact 
that Fatah affirmed its political program which deciares that a democratic 
Palestinian state in Palestine is the ultimate goal, and that a national 
authority is an interim goal. Until these goals are achieved, the Palestin- 
ian rifle must continue to be on the ready. Camp David means the betrayal 
of the Palestinian question. Going on record with that position was not 
enough for Fatah; it decided to confront those who have been thinking about 
veering towards Camp David. ‘We will break their legs!" This is what Abu 
Sharar said. Accordingly, we must open the Arab fronts towards Palestine. 
First of all, the Jordanian front must be restored in accordance with the 
resolutions Fatah adopted in its conference. 


Abu Sharar added, “The United States and Europe are thinking of oil first. 
Fatah has the match that could set off a total explosion of U.S. interests 
in the area." The interview that Abu Sharar had with AL-WATAN follows: 


Right and Left 
[Question] Can you tell us how the makeup of the new Central Committee is 


viewed in Fatah, and if there is any truth to accounts that there is a 
Right, a Left and a Center in that committee? 
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\Answer| The fourth general conference of the movement took place after 
an absence of about 9 years. During this period three general conferences 
were to have been convened. Hence comes the special sigsificance of this 
conference, It constitutes 4 courageous step on the road of developing 
the movement and, consequently, developing the Palestinian revolution and 
its capabilities. 


To face in 10 days what has been accumulating over a period of 9 years is 
difticult and complex, but it is possible. This is just what happened in 
our conference. We discovered the moment we convened the conference that 
we had a mountain of problems. 


We were being called upon to deal with these problems and not to ignore, 
not even for one instant, an important and a major fact. That fact is 
that we have withstood all the conspiracies which had sought to bring an 
end to the revolution during the past few vears. We are still carrying 
the gun; we are still fighting; we are still realizing for the people and 
for the Palestinian Revolution a new political gain or a new diplomatic 
gain every day. Our gains have been equal to or slightly greater than our 
losses. Based on the principle that the revolution is still alive, is 
still capable of surviving and is still capable of living and developing, 
we faced this mountain of our problems. The leadership of the movement 
faced a sweeping flood of critical remarks. People were questioned rigor- 
ously, but responsibly. The senior staff and the junior staff in the con- 
ferences proved that cruel criticism was not motivated by a desire to hurt 
others as much as by a desire to bring about development. 


Ten Bitter Days 


These were 10 long days; they were bitter and cruel, but they were truly 
Palestinian. It was the Palestinian will, the will of the fighter, the 
will of the peasant who is clinging to his land in his homeland, Pales- 
tine, the will of the farmer in the ravaged plantations of Ghaza, the 

will to live in Bassam al-Shak'ah, in Karim Khalaf, the will of Kamal 
‘Adwan and Kamal Nasir--it was this will that prevailed throughout the 10 
Palestinian days which we experienced during the ‘atah Conference. We 
interwove our pain and our suffering with our ambitions, and we came out 
with bylaws that are based on respect for democratic life within the move- 
ment, on centralized democracy and on setting up the organization as the 
backbone for domestic life. We also established our political program 
which rejected the [principle of] settlement because the Fatah Palestinian 
will at the conference considered a settlement at this stage to be in line 
with the Camp David course all the way. We also defined our strategic 
goal, and we did not run away from writing down our interim goal--I mean 
the interim programs of the PLO which do not conflict with our strategic 
alliance with the Soviet Union. We confirmed the fact that the United 
States is the country that heads the list of enemies of our nation and our 
people. We confirmed the nature of the relationship with the masses, and 





we considered it to be the foundation. [We established! that re.ationships 
with regimes must serve relationships with the masses and not vi e versa, 


We confirmed our view towards Jordan which must be restored as the most 
important political, military and media base for the Palestinian Revolution. 
This is what was achieved in our conference. At the end of the con, erence 


a new central committee was elected, and it was charged with putting the 
bylaws into practice, protecting the course and unity of the movement and 
translating the political program into obvious and distinct political 
practice. The Central Committee is an expression of the will of Fatah's in- 
frastructure, which is basically a national Liberation movement. All] ideas 
in that movement coexist on a common ground of commitment to principles, 
goals, methods and the political program. From now on this will be the 
standard. It is on this basis that people will be called to account and 
evaluations made. But as far as talking about a Right and a Left in the 
movement, these are ambiguous expressions that have various political impli- 
cations. It is true that within any national liberation movement there is 

a trend that is always striving for the development of the )iberation move- 


ment and for pushing it towards de ‘te life and towards progress on the 
road to victory; [and it is also ‘ue; (iat there is always a trend that 
fears democracy and fears pushir he movement towards progress. But in the 
end we find that the logic of lii _ce product of daily victories do 


push a movement forward, and this is exactly what happened in our recent 
conference. It is a fundamenta’ [requirement] that we be patriotic and dem- 
ocratic, and that we consider our national question to be a fundamental 
question and that we consider democratic life to »e [the ingredient] which 
protects the revolution and the continuation of the struggle that is contin- 
uously pushing the revolution into positions that are more progressive and 
leading to achieving the goals of the revolution. 


The Mandatory Powers of the Revolutionary Council 


[Question] In your capacity as a former member of Fatah's Revolutionary 
Council and as secretary of that council, will you define for us thet coun- 
cil's mandatory powers? 


[Answer] We now have a revolutionary council that is fundamentally differ- 
ent from the former council. The representative power of the new council 
is greater than that of the previous council. The number of members in 
the new council rose to about 75, whereas in the past there were about 43 
members. Among the members of the new council are 40 members who are 
elected by secret ballot from the general assembly; 15 members, who are 
members of the Central Committee; and 29 members who are elected members 
of the Revolutionary Council. Our bylaws stipulatec that in the absence 
of the general assembly, the Revolutionary Council was to be considered 
the highest authority to monitor, to audit, to make decisions and to form 
monitoring and follow-up committees. This means that we now have a higher 
authority that can reckon with the daily leadership, that is, the Central 
Committee, on a permanent basis. This is a significant achievement that 
we were able to realize in our fourth conference. 
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[Question) How is the decision made to convene the Revolutionary Council? 


[Anewer) There is 4 special internal rule that determines the council's 
meetings and the method of conducting business in the council. This is an 
internal, secret rule, 


The Barrel of Oi! and the Mateh 


[Question] Some Zionist officials are attributing the upheaval in oecu- 
pied Arab territory to three factors: first, the presence of the PLO in 
Lebanon; second, the new European position on the Palestinian question; and 
third, the U.S. position of having 4 partial understanding of this question. 
My question is this: how do you evaluate the European and American posi- 
tions in their current and probable forme? 


{Answer} The principal reason for the uprising in our occupied homeland 
is the presence of the occupation. Wherever there is occupation, there is 
must be resistance. This is what is happening concerning our Palestinian 
people who are well-versed in struggle and who have 4 long history of 
fighting British colonialiem and the Zionist colonialiem that ensued. Our 
people will continue to struggle until we ralize the creation of our Pales- 
tinian, democratic estate. Our Palestinian, democratic state will not only 
bring to an end the problem of Palestinian banishment and homelessness, it 
will also end the pain of the Jew who is torn between his loyalty to the 
land of his birth where he had lived and hie loyalty to the Zionist move- 
ment which treats him as though he were a commodity to be used for estab- 
lishing a base on Palestinian territory to protect the interests of imper- 
ialiem. Regarding how we evaluate the Arab posture vis-a-vis Europe and 
the United States, [let me say thie): the United States and Europe look 
upon the Middle East area through their own interests in the area, and 
especially their oil interests. The view which the United States and Bur- 
ope have of Israel is governed by the fact that the Zionist entity consti- 
tutes an advanced base for the protection of imperialist interests in the 
area. As long as these interests are secure and safe and as long as the 
Zionist entity is capable of protecting these interests, we must not wait, 
not for one instant, for any change in U.S. and Buropean policy vis-a-vis 
the Palestinian question and the problem of the Middle East. Those who 
believe otherwise are the servants and the clients of imperialiem. Accord- 
ingly, we can also understand the reason for this unending attack on the 
Palestinian Revolution ever since its birth. The revolution is fighting 
over an ocean of oil which is being plundered by imperialiem with the di- 
rect protection of Israel. in the final analysis, the Palestinian Revolu- 
tion will either be slaughtered and defeated at the gates of the oil wells 
or it will create the circumstances that will enable the Arab nation to 
liberate its oil, defeat imperialism and do away with the justification for 
the survival and the existence of Israel as a guardian of imperialist in- 
terests in the area. 





This explains why we are always being subjected to unlimited pressures 
from Arab reactionaries who give us crumbs with one hand and hold a gun to 





our hearts with the other hand, it ta Arab reactionaries who have been 
bent on taming the revolution and turning it from a power thar threatens 
imperialiom and its interests into a tame revolution that conetitutes no 
threat to imperialiam and ita intereste. This La the essence of the etrug- 
gle in the area where reactionaries followed by imperiallem and by Tarael 
have failed. They will also fail tn the future [in thete efforra) vo 

tame the revolution and to bridle the capabilities of Lita eurge to the 
farthest limits. 


U.S. poliey and European policy then are interested in the barrel of ofl 
and the match. As long as the barre! of ofl te flowing peacefully to the 
United States and to Europe, this nation will remain deprived of its will; 
ite resources will be plundered; and it will remain shackled in backward- 
ness, oppression and ignorance, Accordingly, lerae!l will remain strong 
and contentious. However, whenever the match is brought close to the open- 
ing of the oil barrel, the matter will certainly be different. This is a 
question that may not be discussed in detail. 


Those who are counting on the development of U.S. and Buropean policy in 
the context of current circumetances are simply steering themselves to- 
wards Camp David wit! either good or bad intentions. We will not [join 
Camp David)! The political program of the Fateh Movement demande that we 
break the legs of those who steer themselves towards Camp David. [This is 
our right] just as it ie our right to breathe. The political program of 
the Fatah Movement has established modeie for proper and clear solutions 
for confronting all the treachery that is contained in the policy of the 
United States and Europe. The only thing we have to do is curn these mod- 
els into practical plans to protect our revolution and guarantee its sur- 
vival. 


Defiance and Resistance 


[Question] Has the time come for the Defiance, Resistance and Opposition 
Front to assume an official Arab critical posture on Camp David? How do 
you view this problem and are there alternatives which you are pointing out? 


{[Anewer] The Defiance and Resistance Front stil! coneritutes the better 
framework, but not the ideal one for confronting Camp Devid. Thie is be- 
cause it is still a weak and a tenuous framework. We, the Palestinians, 
must strive before others to develop this framework se we can propose al- 
ternative plans to Camp David on 4 foundation of ineviteble change in the 
Arab political map. Without this political change, which we ehould not dis- 
cuss now in detail, we will remain prisoners of our impotence to confront 
the Camp David process. We must finally get out of the cycle of reaction 
and enter into that of taking action. 1! vLelieve thet our fourth conference 
has taken us out of the cycle of reaction and into that of taking action. 


Al-Shak'ah Is a Symbol of Struggle 


[Question] The official media in Jorcan provided imprvasive coverage to 
Brother Bassam al~Shak'ah. What does this mean co you from your perspective 
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on the uprising inside the country and on the political consequences in 
general of that uprising? 


[Anawer! lt ie natural for the Jordanian official media to provide strong 
coverage to Bassam al-Shak'ah who today represents one of the most promin- 
ent symbole of struggle, not only in the struggle of our Palestinian Peo~ 
ple, but also in the struggle of nations in the world that aspire to in- 
dependence and liberation. Didn't Bassam al-Shak'ah say, "When they blew 
up my legs, they wanted to keep me away from the land, but | suddenly be- 
came closer to the land without my legs?" Why did they [try to] blow up 
Bassam al-Shak'ah? They [tried to) blow up Bassam al-Shak'ah because he 

is a Palestinian Arab who has been struggling daily against the occupation 
and under the slogan that the PLO is the only legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people. They [tried to] blow up Bassam al-Shak'ah and 
Karim Khalaf because they are two Palestinian symbols fighting for nation- 
al Palestinian independence against Zionist occupation, the Arab mandate and 
all attempts to obliterate the Palestinian national personality. Bassam al- 
Shak'ah has struggled for over 20 years just as every Palestinian fighter 
who lived in the West Bank has. When the Zionist occupation came, he con- 
tinued to resist for 13 years so as to achieve Palestinian national indepen- 
dence. I understand, just as Bassam al-Shak'ah, Karim Khalaf and every 
Palestinian fighter and warrior do, the meaning of resisting occupation and 
the meaning of Palestinian national independence. 


Lebanese National Conciliation 


[Question] We would like to shift to the Lebanese scene. There is now the 
question of the resignation of the government of Dr Salim al-Huss and the 
formation of a new government. Do you think it is necessary to form a na- 
tional coalition government that would incorporate the basic political influ- 
ential factors on the Lebanese scene? 


[Answer] it is known that we are pursuing a clear policy vis-a-vis the 
Lebanese scene. This policy is based on the foundation of a tireless and 

a sincere effort to create conditions that would bring about the security, 
the unity, the safety and the Arab character of Lebanon. We are [also] 
reserving our right to take action on the Lebanese scene in accordance with 
the agreements that we have with the Lebanese government. We also affirm 
the fact that we refuse to give up any one of those rights or to accept 
settlement not only in Lebanon, but also anywhere else outside Palestine. 
The problem of form‘ng a government is purely a Lebanese matter wherein we 
are governed by the view of our strategic ally in Lebanon. I am referring 
to the Lebanese National, Progressive and Pan-Arab Movement which has already 
presented its view of national conciliation. We had supported this view at 
the time. President Sarkis had also presented his view of the conciliation, 
and we had supported it then. Any loyal, patriotic Palestinian will have 
to promote this conciliation so that Lebanon can regain its vigor and its 
health. 








In the Same Foxhole 


(Question) The second matter that ie being raised quite passionately now 
on the scene ia that of the tuture of relations between the PLO anu the 


Lebanese Nationa! Movement in ite new atructure. Another probiem le that 
of the future of relations with the Amal Organisation. How do you Le» 
all thie? 


[Answer] We consider the opinion expressed by the National Movement in any 
form it sees fit to organize ite matters and ite affairs ineaide the Leban- 
ese Arena (to be 4 matter that we eupport, encourage and try to make success=- 
ful. We are in the same foxhole with the National Movement, and we will 
continue to be. With regard to the future of relations with the Amal Move- 
ment, [it is our opinion] that Amal has no alternative but to become an in= 
separable part of the National Movement. Lt would accordingly be represent- 
ed in the Central Political Council of the National and Progressive Move- 
ment. We will try to achieve this goal because tie fact that Amal is etill 
outside this framework is creating problems that we do not need, Our 
national arena must definitely not be subjected to disorder or to weakness; 
we must rather always strive to strengthen end fortify ie. 


With Syria With No Reservations 


[Question] Is It true that the Syrian authorities have arrested Palestinians 
who are accused of assisting the Moslem Brotherhood? By tie way, what is 
your position with regard to the activities of the Noslem Brotherhood in 
Syria? 


[Answer] I do not know of any Palestinians who were arrested for helping 
the Moslem Brothers in Syria. This is a question that should basically be 
addressed to our brothers in Syria. But regarding my position on the activi- 
ties of the Moslem Brotherhood in Syria, [let me say that] on the basis of 
the fact that what is happening in Syria is an internal matter that inter- 
ests our brothers in Syria only, we consider any action taken against Syria 
at this time when Syria is opposing Camp David and proclaiming a clear posi- 
tion rejecting Camp David and anv other settlement based on the Camp David 
Accords [to be objectionable], whether it be taken by the Moslem Brothers 

or by others. The purpose of this position is to weaken the Syrian national 
position and to push Syria in the direction of submitting to the conditions 
of Camp David. We support without reservations a Syria which is opposed to 
Camp David. We support without reservations a Syria which is opposed to 

the United States and to the conspiracies of reactionaries. Our stance 
stems from a Palestinian, fighting, nationalist position. We must work to 
develop this Syrian position and to push Syria towards taking positions that 
are more serious and more stern against Camp David, against the United 
States and against reactionaries. Syria's defiance of Camp David has had 
positive effects on the Palestinian scene and is hardening the Palestinian 
national position. The fact that Syria is subject to extortion by the 
United Staes and by Israel does also leave negative ideas on the Palestinian 














scene, Hence we are advocating the development of cooperation and coordin= 
ation between the Syrians, the Palestinians and the Lebanese National and 
Progressive Movement so that a etrong front can be created to defy Camp 
David and the United States. 


A coordination Committee with Lran 


[Question] The question that remains to be asked is whether or not you 
have noticed any coolness in Palestinian=lranian relations. How strong 
are these relations and what is their future? 


[Answer] Palestinian-l[ranian relations are controlled by absolute hostil- 
ity to U.S. imperialism and to Zionism. We were in agreement with the 
lranian Revolution before its success over the slogan of hostility to im- 
perialism and over the slogan of liberating Palestine. Accordingly, Pal- 
estinian-lranian relations are strategic relations which neither party 

can renounce or escape. Iranians are committed to their hostility to im- 
perialism and to liberating Palestine; and the Palestinians are committed 
to their hostility to imperialism and to liberating Palestine. Interven- 
tions have taken place here and there and especially in the gulf to under- 
mine this relationship or to portray it as a cool relationship. Let ge 
affirm here that we did discuss this point at great length in our fourth 
conference, and we did establish that the Iranian Revolution was a stra- 
tegic ally of the Palestinian Revolution and the Palestinian people. 


We cannot get the better of any tactical alliance here and there. This 
alliance is rather a strategic one. The future of Palestinian-[ranian 
relations is one that must experience more cooperation and coordination 

in the context of practical steps. In our conference we advocated that 
these steps be taken and confirmed. Tjere can be no doubt that the nature 
of the struggle in the area and the nature of the dangers that are facing 
force expedition in taking such steps. Among these steps is the estab- 
lishment of a supreme coordination committee between the Palestinian Revo- 
lution and the Iranian Revolution. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


TUNISLAN-SAUDI ARABLAN CULTURAT COOPERATION 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 8 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, Mr Fouad Mebazaa, minister of information 
and cultural affairs, welcomed Dr Amri Ibn Bakir, rector of the Faculty 
of Economy and Administration at the King “Abdelaziz” University in 
Jeddah. The conversation dealt with the means to be brought into play 
in order to strengthen the cooperation between the two countries in mat- 
ters of culture and information as also in the assistance which Saudi 
Arabia can lend to Tunisia in its efiort to recover its visible Islamic 
traces. 


On this occasion, Mr Ibn Bakir gave the minister a general idea of the 
book which he is writing and which has some bearing on President Habib 
Bourguiba's politics. 


Present at this interview were Messrs Robeh Dkhill, the minister's princi- 
pal private secretary, and Kacem Bouspina, Tunisian Ambassador at Jeddah. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARAB-ISLAMIC MEETING--Habib Chatty, secretary general of the Islamic Congress 
Organization, and the Islamic delegations accompanying him will be involved 
in intensive activity and important meetings beginning next week in Tunis. 
We note in particular the talks that will take place between the Islamic 
Congress Organigation and the League of Arab States beginning this Tuesday, 
19 August, for the purpose of establishing concerted cooperation based on 
clear principles making it possible to give both organizations new stimulus 
and to stand up effectively against every kind of challenge. We recall 

that during a recent visit to Tunisia, the secretary general of the Islamic 
Congress Organization was received by President Bourguiba and the prime min- 
ister, both of whom expressed satisfaction at this action aimed at strength- 
ening Arab-Islamic solidarity. [Text] [Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 
17 Aug 80 p 1) 11798 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC WORLD LEAGUE CONTRIBUTES FUNDS FOR WEST BANK MOSQUES 
Amman AL=DUSTUR in Arabic 14 Jul 80 p 3 


[Article: "Arrangements Discussed for Holding Third Conference of Ministers 
of Religious Trusts in Amman; Half Million Riyals From [slamic World League 
To Support West Bank Mosques") 


[Text] Amman--Mr Kamal al-Sharif, minister of religious affairs and holy 
places, who is a member of the constituent assembly of the islamic World 
League, discussed preparations for the third conference of religious trusts 
and Islamic affairs ministers in his meeting with Muhammad Safwat al-Saqqa 
Amini, assistant secretary general of the Islamic World League. The con- 
ference is to be held in Amman early next year. 


Mr al-Sharif reveiwed preparations made by the ministry of religious trusts 
fer this conference, as Jordan wil) be the host nation for this conference. 


He also presented some suggestions pertaining to coordination between his 
ministry and the office of the secretary general of the conference of reli- 
gious trusts ministers. There was agreement in viewpoints on the basic 
problems discussed. Those who attended the meeting agreed upon the necessity 
of making arrangements to convene the followup committee (reated by the con- 
ference) in Mecca during the coming pilgrimage season. 


Those who attended the meeting listened with interest to the detailed state- 
ment delivered by Prof Hassan Fatin Tahbub about current conditions in 
occupied Palestine, especially Jerusalem, and the encroachment upon Islamic 
holy places by the brutal Zionist enemy. The statement dealt with the pre- 
vailing situation among Muslim citizens, who are being subjected to various 
types of injustice, intimidation and pressure designed to drive them out and 
weaken them, in preparation for making the entire territory Jewish. It 

also reviewed repair and support requirements for the mosques and islamic 
institutions on the West Bank, and the region's neec for missionaries and 
spiritual advisers to stimulate and spread the call to Islam. 


The Islamic World League delegation was favorably disposed toward fulfillment 


of these requirements, and requested a detailed report concerning these 
needs. Consequently it will be possible to study them and make effective 
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decisions ebout them in accordance with the League's capabilities. Muhammad 
Safwat al-Saqqa Amini presented a check for a half million Saudi riyals to 
Kamal al-Sharif ase an initial installment to benefit the mosques on the West 
Bank, Later on, the ministry is to provide the office of the league's sec- 
retary general with reports on this sum, and a list of the mosques which 
have benefitted from this donation. 


At the end of the session those who attended the meeting agreed on the neces- 
sity of continued coordination, They also agreed to meet whenever necessary. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SEVERAL PORTFOLIOS BROUGHT UNDER KARMAL'S DILECT CONTROL 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 22 Jul 80 pp 3, 6 


[Article: "Russians Decide to Help Babrak Karmal, Khalq; Several Minis- 
tries Brought Under Karmal's Control; Rivals in Cabinet Lose Power") 


[Text] Kabul, 21 July--In order to strengthen Babrak Karmal's position, 
the administrative structure is being overhauled. Radio Kabul announced 
establishment of a presidential department to oversee all ministries. 

The office of the prime minister an’ some important departments in the 
ministry of the interior come under this new department. This means that 
Karmal's position has been made very strong. Strangely enough, only a 
short time ago there were rumors of his illness and even death, 


The BBC reports from Delhi that the government has decreased the authority 
of Mohammad Gulabzoi, minister of the interior and chief rival of Karmal. 
In addition to this, a special department is being set up to coordinate 
all Islamic affairs. This step is meant to give a pro-Islamic facade to 
the government. All this indicates that the Soviets have decided to sup- 
port Babrak Karmal and the Khalq party. The government is aiso helping 
people going on pilgrimage to Mecca. The deputy prime minister, Asadullah 
Sarwari, left to visit Moscow last month. According to some Western re- 
porters, Karmal had insisted on Sarwari's leaving the country. It should 
be remembered that Sarwari was regarded as one of Karmal's rivals. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MUJAHIDIN KILL MINISTER OF EDUCATION, TWO DEPUTY MINISTERS 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 24 Jul 80 pp l, 6 
[Article: "Mujahidin Shoot Three Ministers of Karmal Government; Several 


Ministers Disappear Mysteriously; Turmoil in the Capital; Twelve People 
Sentenced, Two to Death, for Demonstrating Against Russians" ] 





[Text] Tehran, 23 July--The Mujahidin killed Dr Anahita Ratebzad, the 
minister of education; Wali Safeer, deputy minister of education; and the 
deputy minister of the interior; in Kabul. 


According to AFP, an Indian technical adviser arriving in Delhi said that 
the deputy minister of the interior was shot as he was sitting in his car 
in a business district. A passing taxi showered bullets on the car of 
the deputy minister whose name is not known. Another tourist arriving in 
Delhi from Kabul said that the minister of education, Anahita Ratebzad, 
was also killed. This source did not reveal the conditions under which 
this lady minister met her death. 


Quoting Radio Kabul, the BBC reports that the deputy minister of educa- 
tion, Mohammed Wali Safeer, has been buried. The radio did not reveal the 
details of the deputy minister's death. However, according to other 
sources, he was killed by the Mujahidin near Kabul. Government sources 

in Kabul did not verify these reports. 


According to other reports, several ministers in Karmal's cabinet have 
disappeared mysteriously. 


The ASSOCIATED PRESS says -.at according to reliable sources, a so-called 
revolutionary court in Kabul has sentenced 12 people for violent demon- 
Strations against the Russian soldiers. Two of these were sentenced to 
death. 


Military sources in the U.S. say that most of the weapons in the hands of 
the Mujahidin were provided by deserters from Karmal's army. These bring 
weapons and ammunition with them. In addition, the Mujahidin get weapons 
in their surprise attacks on the government army. 
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AFGHAN STAN 


MANY KILLED IN CLASHES BETWEEN KHALO AND PARCHAM PACTLONS 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 26 Jul 80 pp |, 6 


‘Article: "23 Soldiers Killed in Bloody Clash Between Khalq and Parcham 
Factions in Afghan Army; Khalq Soldiers Refuse to Recognize Parcham Com- 
mander in Ghazni; Both Factions Fighting Hard in Kabul; Many Covernment 
Officials and Senior Officers Arrested or Killed] 


[Text] Kabul, 25 July (APP/PP1)--Fhalq and Parcham factions in the Afghan 
army have started to clash with each other. A few days ago, 23 soldiers 
were killed in two skirmishes. Many more soldiers were seriously wounded. 
In Ghazni, Khalq soldiers in the government army refused to recognize a 
commander belonging to the Parcham faction. Many government officials and 
senior officers around the country have been arrested. it is reported 
that many of these have been killed, and that tension in Kabul is coming 
to a head. Armed men are stationed all over the city. 


In Lowgar Province, a large number of Afghan Mujahidin have been fighting 
the Russians and the Afghan army. In the meantime, the rift between the 
ruling party's Khalq and Parcham factions has spread to the army resulting 
in big clashes among Afghan soldiers. Twenty three Afghan soldiers have 
been killed in these clashes. Russian MIG jets and helicopters are flying 
over Lowgar Province and Ghazni in addition to Kabul. News about fierce 
battles between the Mujahidin and the sovernment forces at (Kanjak), 40 
miles from Kabul has been received. [t is rumored in Kabul that many 
government officials have been killed. Members of the Khalq and Parcham 
faction are attacking each other at night. A traveler arriving in New 
Delhi from Kabul reports that many high ranking officers and officials 
have been arrested there, while other Afghan officers have been either 
killed or wounded by the Mujahidin in many clashes. 





According to a report, Kabul radio announced the names of persons sentenced 
to death. All of these are senior officers conne ted with the Khalq fac- 
tion. They are being kept in Pul Charkhi jail. Mohammed Katawazi, minis- 
ter of information in the cabinet of deposed president Hafizullah Amin, 

is among those arrested. Kabul radio also announced that President Babrak 
Karmal will review the sentences passed on these people. According to 
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reports from Kabul, the purpose of this radio announcement was to further 
disrupt the Khalq faction, 


Among important changes made by the government was the appointment of a 
Parcham commander in place of a Khalq commander of an army garrison in 
Ghazni. The officers of this garrison refused to cooperate with the new 
commander, since they are members of the Khalq faction. The new commander 
had to be recalled. According to other information from Kabul, Russian 
soldiers have been stationed outside the garrison to thwart attempts by 
Afghan soldiers to join the Mujahidin. Also, students who had staged a 
boycott, but returned for examinations held from 15 to 19 July, have been 
arrested. Information has also been received about (cancellation?) of 

the scholarships of 42 female students. 





Tourists arriving from Kabul say that due to the heavy military traffic 
in Kabul, civilians have a hard time going out. One tourist reports 
Babrak Karmal's first public appearance in a long time. 


According to the Voice of America, the number of soldiers guarding impor- 
tant buildings in Kabul has been doubled. 


Last week, there was a marked increase in the number of helicopters and 
fighter planes circling over Kabul. The puppet government headed by Karmal 
was worried about the Mujahidin staging an attack on Kabul to coincide with 
the opening ceremonies of the Olympics [in Moscow]. 


It is reported that the Russians are using a new kind of armored vehicle 
in Afghanistan. These vehicles are like tanks up front, while the rear 
part is used for transporting soldiers. 


AFP reports that according to Delhi sources, the Mujahidin have asked 
Afghan businessmen to close their shops on 27 and 28 July in protest 
against the Russian occupation. The news agency says that according to 
some tourists, the situation in Kabul is very serious now. 


The Associated Press reports that the Parcham and Khalq factions of the 
ruling party are drifting apart. Their rift has had its impact on Afghan 
soldiers. Twenty three Afghan soldiers have been killed in two clashes 
resulting from this rift. Ome of these clashes took place in Kabul's 
Karga military depot. This clash resulted in the death of 13 soldiers. 
Another 25 soldiers were wounded. The second clash took place on 24 July 
at the Pul Charakhi military camp. Eight soldiers belonging to the 
Parcham faction [and two to Khalq] were killed and many more were wounded. 
The Russian army had to interfere to stop these clashes. In order to do 
that, two Russian tanks and armored vehicles were stationed at the site 
of the clashes. 


According to the latest news, Afghanistan's deputy minister of education, 
Mohammed Yusuf, who was killed by the Mujahidin on 21 July, was buried in 
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the government cemetary in Kabul. According to some diplomatic source: in 
Delhi, a large number of doctors, lawyers, and teachers have left Afghanis- 
tan along with their families. According to this source, these people are 
paying a steep price for their passports. They are leaving Afghanistan 

for fear of strict measures by the government against them, because they 
have not whole-heartedly supported the Karmal government. 
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FORMER AFGHAN KING URGES DIPLOMACY TO SOLVE AFGHAN CRISIS 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 2 Aug 80 pp 1, 6 


{[Article: "Many Tribes Have Written to Me; Soviets Requested Me to Take 
Over After Being Disappointed With Hafizullah Amin; Diplomacy, Not War, 
Needed to Solve Afghan Crisis; Interview With the Former Afghan King") 


[Text] London, 1 August=-The former ruler of Afghanistan, Shah Zahir 
Shah, would consider returning to his lost throne, but is not ready to 
take any action against Russia. He hopes that the Western powers will 
force the Russians out of Afghanistan. Then, by “universal demand,” he 
would be invited to retake the throne of Afghanistan. 


According to the French news agency GAMMA, the deposed ru'er is still 
following his old practice of keeping both Russia and America happy. He 
says he was asked by the Soviets to take over Afghanistan in September 
1979, when th Soviets were disillusioned with Hafizulleh Amin. The 
former king refused on the grounds that he would be treated in the same 
way as Noor Mohammad Taraki and Hafizullah Amin. 


Shah Zahir Shah, who is living in Rome, said in an interview with the 
French reporter Olivier Farran that a large number of Afghan people want 
him to return to power and that he has received aany requests saying: 
"Those of us who are fighting for freedom believe that you are the only 
leader who can unite the Afghan nation under the one flag of Isles. There- 
fore, please rise and help us fight the anti-Islamic forces.” According 
to Zahir Shah, these petitions are being sent by the chiefe of different 
tribes. 


Zahir Shah said that he believes that the problems of Afghanisten cannot 
be solved by war; it needs diplomatic effort. He disclosed that Chins 
had promised to provide arms to the Mujahidin, but did not fulfill ite 
promise. He wants the Western powers to force Russia out of Afghanistan. 
Anewering a question about the reinstatement of gonarchy in Afghanistan, 
he said that the situation has changed so guch. Unarmed Afgan youths ere 
fighting Russian tanks and dying bravely. The deposed ruler said that he 
did not want to discuss his return or becoming « king again, since it 
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might cause more bloodshed, and he did not want the brave youth of Af- 
ghanistan to shed even one additional drop of blood. 


Zahir Shah became king of Afghanistan on 18 April 1933 when his father, 
Gen Nadir Khan, was murdered, He wae only 19 yeare old then, and for the 
next 20 years he followed the policy of not accepting any help from out- 
side, to avoid his country becoming an arena for international conflict, 
However, when he appointed his brother-in-law Mohammad Daud Khan as prime 
minister in 1953, thie policy wae changed, Daud Khan was aleo minister 
of defense and internal affaires. Thus, all power was transferred to hin, 
and he asked both Russia and America for financial and military help. 

The U.5. refused to give military aid, and thie paved the way for the Rus- 
sian intrusion into Afghanistan in 1955, 


This started the flow of Russian military, technical, and financial aid. 
At thie point, the U.S. aleo offered help, and, since then, Afghanistan 
became divided into two spheres of influence. Russian aid dominated the 
northern part, and the southern part was under the influence of the U.S. 
When the Afghan people objected to all of this, Zahir Shah fired Daud Shah 
oe prime minister. Zahir Shah continued improving relations with the U.S., 
and, to pacify the people, took some etepe to establish a democratic sys- 
tem. One [concession] wae that no person related to the royal family 
could become a minister. However, all these stepe could not satisfy the 
popular demands. Daud Khan took advantage of the resulting period of un- 
certainty, and, while Zahir Shah was in Italy, took control of Afghanistan 
on 17 July 1973. Zahir Shah has been living ae an exile in Italy since 
then. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


HIZB-E ISLAMI REPORTS HEAVY CASUALTIES ON RUSSIANS, KABUL GOVERNMENT 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English | Sep 80 p 8 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


' FRONTIER GANDHI' SUPPORTS AGGRESSION=-Ielamabad, 22 July--Justifying the 
Soviet aggression in Afghanistan, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, who is known 

as "Frontier Ghandi," said that had the Russians been 3 days late in their 
action, America, with the cooperation of Pakietan, would have taken over 
Afghanistan. Addressing newsmen in Poona, “Frontier Gandhi," who is 
known for his opposition to the establishment of Pakistan, said that he 
agrees with the position India has taken regarding the Afghanistan issue. 
He said that he views this situation the same way Indira Gandhi does. The 
Russian invasion, according to him, came because America and Pakistan were 
going to attack Afghanistan within 3 days. [Text] [Karachi JASARAT in 
Urdu 23 Jul 80 p 1} 


ANTI-KARMAL ATHLETES EXECUTED--Moscow, 1 August (APP, UPI)--500 Afghan 
residents are being tortured in Russian jails. These Afghans had re- 
quested immigration to Western countries. Meanwhile, four of the athletes 
who had refused to return to Afghanistan from Moscow, and had asked West- 
ern countries for political asylum have been sent to Kabul and executed. 
One source said that many Afghans are in Russian jails where the KGB is 
torturing them. This source said that a spokesman of the Afghan Olympic 
team confirmed that many members of the team wanted to emigrate to Western 
countries. The spokesman further said that the whole Afghan team is kept 
under guard round tie clock, and its members are not allowed to contact 
anyone. This source also reported that many Afghan citizens who were in 
Moscow before the Russian aggression are being arrested to avoid their 
fleeing to America and other countries. This source also admitted that 

he tried to get a visa for himself to emigrate to Germany or the U.S., 

but failed in his attempt, and was later questioned by the KGB twice. 
[Text] [Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 2 Aug 80 pp 1, 6] 7997 
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1 RAN 


QASHQA'I TRIBESMEN SET FOR REVOLT 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] A senior revolutionary guardsman has warned of an impending tribal 
revolt in the south of Iran along the Persian Gulf. 


Dr. Mashallah Aein, head of the Revolutionary Guardsmen at Firuzgabad, the 
center of the Qashqaie tribe stronghold in Fars province, said yesterday 
that the former minister of defense and governor-general of the o11 rich 
province of Khuzestan, Ahmad Madani was busy mobilizing the southern 
tribes with the help of the U.S. 


"These tribes have been receiving heavy armaments through the southern 
ports along the Persian Gulf for quite a long time," he said. 


A Majlis deputy warned last week that the U.S. was sending large amounts 
of arms and ammunition to the tribesmen in the south of Iran. 


Madani, has been called on to appear before an Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Court next week. He quit his seat in the Majlis two weeks ago on the pre- 
text that the Majlis was not representative of the people. 


According to the senior Revolutionary Guardsman, Macani was said to be 
playing an important role in the conspiracy. 


Asked what was being done to foil the conspiracy, the Guardsman said: 
"We have drawn up certain plans which I cannot reveal at present. But 
no matter what we do, we would definitely mobilize the local tribesmen." 


He said there was a war of nerves going on in the area and tribal leaders 
were creating an atmosphere of repression in order to frighten the local 
inhabitants. 


The senior tribesman further backed up his warning by referring to the 
early seasonal migration of Qashqaie tribesmen saying large amounts of 
arms and ammunition were being moved to the mountainous areas in Fars 
province. 


He said local tribal chieftains had already lodged themselves around the 
mountainous areas near Basij, west of firuzabad, and some 180 of their 
guards has secured vital routes in the area preventing all movement. 
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LRAN 


TEACHERS MUST HAVE ‘RIGHT’ POLITICAL VIEWS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 21 Aug 80 p 2 
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TRAN 


BRIEFS 


NEW MILITARY UNIFORMS, RANKS--Color of the military personnel's uniforms 
is to be changed into dark green and their ensigns into numbers according 
to their ranks, it was announced yesterday. Military personnel have 
already received questionnaires on their preferences. Apart from the new 
color and ensigns, Army personnel's uniforms will feature two swords and 
a flower on one of their colors while the number of signifying their ranks 
will be carried on the other color. A general will wear the number 22, 
while a seargent will wear a number one. [as published] [Text] [Tehran 
TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 Aug 80 p «) 
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TRAQ 


KURDISH REFUGEES RECOUNT PERSIAN ATROCITIES 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 3 Jun 80 p 8 


[Article: "The Appeal to the Conacience of Mankind From the Iranian Kurdish 
Villages Is so Loud as To Deafen the Ears") 


[Text] "Key to Paradise" is one of Khomeyni's religious 
rulings which justifies killing any opponent of his re- 
gime, especially the Kurds. 


A family mourns four of its children and flees with three 
others out of fear. 


A total of 1,571 Kurdish Iranian families have sought 
asylum in Iraq. 


Do not kill, Allah orders us, save rightfully. This is what the true reli- 
gion of Islam says. Its opinion is as clear as the light of day. There is 
no double-talk in its words. Its rules are definite. Where do the new 
Iranian leaders stand with regard to the opinions a'd precepts of Islam? 
They declared to the world at large that they adhe: to the precepts of 
Islam and act according to the Sharia and the Koran!! But take a look at 
these international news agency reports published in more than one Arab 

or foreign newspaper: 





--So-called revolutionary guards enter a Kurdish village, kill the men and 
loot the homes. 


--The Kurds accuse Khomeyni and his government of using American-made Phantom 
planes to drop napalm bombs on peaceful villages. More than 80 youths are 
executed in one Kurdish village. 


--Photographs of world news agencies show scenes of execution of a number of 
Kurds tied to the windows of their homes, in the presence of their mothers, 
fathers, wives and children. Other pictures show Kurdish children being 
wrapped in shrouds after they were killed by the bullets and bombs of Iran's 
Persian leaders. 
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And so on! One can read and see many more news and pictures which cry out 
to save humanity in Iran from the claws of those who claim to be Moslems! 
Since when did religion justify killing an innocent child? Since when did 
it justify dropping bombs (American-made of the type used against the Viet- 
namese people) on peaceful villages? We do not know of a religion which 
allows the dragging of men out of their homes and executing them in front 
of their families without a trial or even an accusation. Can such actions 
be called human? Where is the reaction of mankind to which God sent Islam 
to save it from the acts of evildoers. 


The Flight of Kurdish Iranian Families to Iraq 


About 1,571 Kurdish Iranian families, most of them women and children, took 
refuge in revolutionary Iraq where peace and security reign. This is the 
Iraq of the Ba'thist revolution, the revolution of 17 July! These families 
fled from the bombs and bullets of Khomeyni's guards who entered the villages 
in military cars, and left them in ruins. The bodies of the victims were 
left on the streets and the houses were looted. The women who hid and were 
not hurt lament the fate of the villages. An investigative reporter of 

AL- JUMHURIYAH met with members of these stricken families. Explaining the 
reasons for his seeking refuge in Iraq, one of them, Mr Rahim said: "We 
left Iran without any of our belongings. We fled the neo-Nazis who attempt 
to destroy every non-Persian individual." 


Kicked and Beaten To Death While Holding the Koran 


"What are the methods adopted by the neo-Nazis," we asked Mr Rahim? He 
answered: "I will mention this incident. It is an example of scores of 
incidents that take place inside the area where Arabs and Kurds live in Iran. 
It may wake up those whom Khomeyni and his gang fooled with sweet talk. They 
pretend to be Islamic, but Islam is innocent of their deeds. A few days ago, 
Persian elements of Khomeyni's came to our homes carrying American made wea- 
pons. They rounded up 86 men of the village and executed them. Before they 
executed the men, the mayor of the village came out carrying the Koran in 
his hands and appealed to Khomeyni's agents. He explained to them that the 
men were innocent Moslems, and that Islam forbids slaying them. The mayor 
was kicked and beaten to death." We asked: "Is your stay in Iraq a tem 
porary one"? He answered: "Yes, we are part of the Iranian land which we 
left. We shall return after we achieve victory over the irresponsible gang 
which pretends to be religious." 


AL-JUMHURIYAH met with another Iranian Kurdish refugee who talked about one 
of the principles of Khomeyni's group. He said: ‘"Khomeyni's group uses 
what is called ‘Key to Paradise’ to justify their inhumane actions." We 
asked: "What is the Key to Paradise"? He answered: "It is a principle 
which says that slaying any opponent of the regime is justified, and that 
the killer will go to heaven. It is a new religious ruling of the new shah 
with a turban. Islam will haunt him till doomsday. Islam has many humane 
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and democratic aspects. How can such a ruling which justifies murder be 
ascribed to Islam? Thus, you see the bodies of innocent Kurds lying in the 
streets--not only Kurds but also Arabs living in Iran, and every Iranian who 
opposes the regime of the new Shah. 


"Everybody recognized the game played by Khomeyni when he pretende’ |; s 
hostility to America and the Zionist entity [Israel]. How can he justify his 
cooperation with America's agents? The hostage game became boring and lost 
its attraction to those who were fooled at the beginning. This became clear 
after the declaration of the Iranian regime's representative at the United 
Nations. He said: ‘We have benefited from the hostages for propaganda pur- 
poses. They are of no use now. We will set them free as soon as possible.'" 


Finally, AL-JUMHURIYAH met with a family which left Iran. After the family 
rested for a short period from fatigue and hunger, the wife was in tears 
lamenting her four children killed by blind Persian hatred. The father said: 
"I came here with my family to save those who survived the bullets of the 
Persian regime. The Iraqi revolutionary government granted a monthly allow- 
ance and living needs to every family which took refuge in Iraq. The good 
heart of the Iraqi revolution has room for all oppressed members of the true 
[Islamic] religion. It is a heart full of love and kindness to all men of 
goodwill." 
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IRANIAN DEPORTEES FROM IRAQ SEEK JOBS IN ARAB WORLD 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 16 May 80 p 11 
[Article: "Iranians Driven Out of Iraq Look for Jobs in Other Arab Countries") 


[Text] Tehran--Iranians expelled by Iraq following the strained relations 
between the two countries continue to ask Arab diplomats to find them jobs in 
other Arab states. These deportees, estimated at 35,000, including business- 
men, teachers, engineers and physicians, face many problems in Iran due to 
unemployment in the country and their inability to speak Persian. They 
speak Arabic. 





A group of the deportees gathered in front of the Tunisian Embassy to appeal 
to Mr Chedli Klibi, secretary general of the Arab League, to seriously study 
their situation and urge the Iraqi Government to return them to Iraq or make 
a just settlement for the properties they could not take out of Iraq. The 
Arab diplomats have refused to comment on the possible steps which the Arab 
governments may take regarding resettlement of these deportees. 


The IRAQI NEWS AGENCY in Baghdad reports that an arrested member of the banned 
al-Da'wah [Islamic vocation] Party disclosed on 15 May criminal plans of the 
party for the assassination of top officials in Iraq. 


The agency described Hamid ‘Aziz, the arrested member, as an agent of Iran. 
The agency quotes him as saying that leaders of al-Da'wah "charged him with 
preparing a map of government departments and agencies in preparation for 
assassinating officials and blowing up buildings according to instructions 
of the Persian regime." 


The Iraqi authorities had arrested many members of al-Da'wah, which it re- 
gards as an agent of Iran, and decided to inflict capital punishment en 
anyone proved to be a member of this party. 





The agency quoted ‘Aziz as saying that he distributed weapons which were 
smuggled from Iran to cells of the party in Iraq. The weapons included hand- 
guns with silencers and grenades. 
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IRAQ 


LRAQI-IRANIAN DISPUTE, PLO INTEREST IN MEDLATION REVIEWED 





London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 30 May 80 pp 29-30 


[Article by Huda al-Husayni: "Between Iraq and Iran, Battles Are Permissible 
but War Is Forbidden") 


[Text] As observers expected, the sharp tension along the Iraqi-Iranian 
border did not lead to a military confrontation between the two nations. 


It is known that the dispute reached its peak during the middle of last month, 
when the Iraqi Navy increased its patrols in the Gulf in response to Tehran's 
decision to put its armed forces on alert. The world was concerned about 

the security situation between the two countries only because of its concern 
about the oil in the region. This was so much so that some Western voices 
started to offer advice. When Sadegh Qutbzadeh, {ran's foreign minister 
threatened to close the straits of Hormuz, the SUNDAY TIMES advised the United 
States to block the straits before Iran did. The SUNDAY TIMES suggested that 
the Sixth Fleet in the Indian Ocean should undertake the blockade operation. 
The FINANCIAL TIMES advised that France and Italy expedite the delivery of 
military ships ordered by Iraq so that Baghdad also may be in a position to 
block the flow of oil in the Gulf. 


The present quiet on the Iraqi-Iranian borders does not eliminate fears or 
preclude the possibility of renewed flare-ups between the two countries. 


A few years back, when the situation deteriorated between Iraq and Iran and 
reached the brink of a bloody war between the two countries, it was the re- 
sult of [Iranian pressure on Iraq to give a part of Shatt al-'‘Arab to Iran. 
The pressure was applied through Iranian support for an Iraqi Kurdish separ- 
atist movement. The Algiers agreement of 1975 halted the possibility of 

a flare-up throughout the Gulf area. But the situation in 1975 differs from 
the one in 1980, because Iran under the Islamic Revolution is different 

from Iran under the shah with regard to the Palestinian question. Iran under 
the shah sided with Israel, while Iran under Khomeyni is for the Palestin- 
ians. 
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We know that the strategy of the Palestinian Liberation movement is based 

on agreement of the Arab and Islamic world on the Palestinian question and 
on disagreement within the westerm world with vegard to this question, so as 
to be able to exploit this disagreement in European, American and interna- 
tional circles. 


As the Palestinian movement pays the price for every dispute among any two 
or more Arab or Islamic nations, it is in the interest of the Palestinians 
now to restore harmony between the nations of the area which support the 
Palestinian cause. Yasir ‘Arafat cannot divorce himself from the Iranian 
revolution on which he bet and won. Indeed he made Khomeyni commit himself 
and Iran to the Palestinian cause. In fact, Khomeyni called for the libera- 
tion of Jerusalem even before Abu ‘Ammar [Yasir 'Arafat] told him: "You 
have an even greater responsibility to liberate Jerusalem than myself." In 
spite of the internal and external difficulties facing the Iranian revolu- 
tion, its leaders have not lost their concern for the Palestinian cause. 
Every statement made by them mentions the liberation of Jerusalem. The 
Iranian revolution did not hesitate to send Iranian officials to southern 
Lebanon. Converting the Israeli Embassy in Tehran into a PLO office was 
done with fanfare, particularly in view of the extent of the shah regime's 
association with Israel. The Iranian revolution did not stop providing the 
Palestinian movement with military and financial support in spite of the 
serious economic problems facing it. The strongest connection between the 
Iranian revolution and the Palestinian resistance became obvious when the 
Iranian leaders expressed their willingness to offer the Greater Tumb, the 
Smaller Tumb and the Abu Musa islands to the Palestinians if they asked for 
them. 





This is the reason for the repeated efforts of Abu ‘Ammar to mediate between 
Iraq and Iran to pacify the situation. The Palestinian mediation has not 
beer a direct one between the two countries. It started out as a Pales- 
tinien move among the Arab countries and ended up as a move by the Arab 
countries, especially as the damage to the Palestinian question from the con- 
flict between Iraq and [ran would not be any less than the damage this con- 
flict would inflict on the two countries and the Gulf area as a whole. 


Attention focused on Iraq. Some nations issued statements while others sent 
delegates to discuss the situation. The Gulf states put aside their fear 

of the Iraqi regime and stood with Iraq, especially when Iran threatened to 
export the revolution to the states of the area. Press headlines in the Gulf 
states stressed the bonds between the Gulf states in these terms: “If the 
pillars of Baghdad fall, so will the edifice of the Gulf fall apart," and 
"If the storm hits Iraq, violence will plague the entire Gulf area."’ Thus, 
the risk of damage to the Palestinian cause was equated with risks of damage 
to the Arab nations and Iran as well. 


Arab mediation started when King Husayn of Jordan stated that all Arab coun- 
tries should stand with Iraq and wished that the Islamic revolution in Iran 
would support the causes of the Arab nations. A Saudi official arrived in 
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[raq. Shaykh Sa'd al-Abdullah al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti crown prince, travelled 
to Iraq, Jordan and Syria. And an [raqi-Kuwaiti communique affirmed that the 
security of the Gulf was not the responsibility of one single nation but the 
responsibility of all [Gulf] nations, free of any foreign intervention of any 
kind. The communique also emphasized the support of the two nations for 

the Palestinian resistance movement. 


The Arab and Islamic peoples were torn up psychologically when the dispute 
between Iraq and [ran surfaced. The Arab peoples support the Iranian revolu- 
tion and its success, but they do not forget that they are Arabs before any- 
thing else, and they cannot give up their Arab nationalism. On the other 
hand, the Arab peoples feel that Khomeyni took revenge for them when he 
defied the United States and continued to do so irrespective of the conse- 
quences in terms of damage to the economy of his country and its future. 

The Arab citizen cannot ignore the stands of Khomeyni which few Arab leaders 
dared to take. 


Contacts between the Arab countries, between the Palestinians and Iran, 

and between the Palestinians and Arab countries continued. This was followed 
by a statement by Iranian President Bani-Sadr to a Gulf newspaper, in which 
he said: "Iraq is a sister country. We respect Iraq. The Gulf area is an 
Islamic front. Iran does not covet any territories, especially not Arab 
territories." Bani-Sadr said, “Iran which is ready to fight Israel along- 
side the Arabs will not disagree with the Arabs on territories." It was the 
first time that the Iranian leader did not attack Arab nationalism. He said, 
"We are not against Arab nationalism which undoubtedly stands by Islam." 


On the other hand, Iraq showed its good intentions toward Iran when Tariq 
"Aziz, the deputy prime minister and member of the Iraqi Revolution Council 
wrote an editorial in the Iraqi newspaper AL-BA'TH, in which he said: "What 
political or economic gain would Iraq achieve from hurting Iran? Iraq will 
not get involved in conflict unless it is forced to defend its nationalism 
and identity."" He added: "When Islamic people emphasize their Islamic 
identity they get closer to the Arab nation.” 


This is how the idea of a five-nation summit including Iraq, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the PLO developed. 


{tt is certain that Iraq and Iran can or would inevitably agree on a least 
common denominator, namely their support for the Palestinian cause. But 
the questionis: "How far can Iran and Iraq agree on leadership of the area 
or on a unified policy? Iraq hopes to play the role of leader in the area, 
while Iran considers that it has the right to play that role. 


It was noted that the conflicts between Iran and Iraq worried the Soviet 
Union, since it is a conflict between two neighboring countries that are 
rich in oil. And it is known that Iraq concluded an agreement of coopera- 
tion with Moscow in 1972 (which led to the Soviet Union supplying Iraq with 
arms) but relations between the two co.-tries have been strained since 1978. 
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Although the Iranian ambassador to Moscow, Mohammed Baqry, informed the 
Soviet officials that his country wishes Moscow to stop supplying Iraq with 
arms, iran as 4 state has not a6 yet really sought the aseietance of Moscow, 
Nevertheless, the situation could draw the two countries closer together, 
Another issue between |raq and iran ie Iraq's declared determination to re- 
+ ed the three Arab islands, while lran has vowed to maintain their Persian 
identity. 


Iraq claims that Iran is trying to create terror in Iraq and Iran accuses 
Iraq of becoming the main shelter of the Iranian opposition, tran claim 
that there are 500 lranian officers and soldiers in Iraq preparing for “the 
battle of Arabistan and Kurdistan.” 


The most difficult issue is what Iraq aske from Iran with regard to granting 
autonomy to the minorities in Iran, including the Arabe of Arabistan. What 
is serious about thie concept, in the view of the Iranian leaders, ie that 
the request means fragmenting the Persian State. Khomeyni will not accept 
granting autonomy to the minorities at any cost. We all remember the last 
statement of the ousted shah that Iran stood [the risk) in the future to 
become divided into small parts according to their nationalities and that 
these would reunite under the red flag. It is impossible for Khomeyni to 
accept the fulfillment of the shah's prophecies as long as he is alive. 





On the other hand, we know that Iran's present economy entirely depends upon 
the ofl revenues from the Arabistan (Khugietan) region. Any revolution for 
the autonomy of this region would constitute 4 real economic danger to the 
success of the Iranian revolution as 4 whole, gore soo than any armed re- 
volution in Kurdistan, Baluchistan, Arerbaiian or Turkistan. 


Finally, iraq and Iran refuse to go to war and the whole area rejects the 
idea of a war between them as well. Will they geet to find a solution through 
the five-nation summit or will they settle for the existing situation of a 
continuous war of attrition similar to that of the Lebanese crisis in which 
the fires are checked so as not to spread to the neighboring countries. 


A foreign commentator wrote that an Iraqi-lIranian war would be gost danger- 
ous if it should erupt, because it would infiame nationalist, religious, 
ethnic and regional feelings. Ite fires would not be confined to the surface 
but would penetrate the ground to where the lakes of the “black blood” of 
the industrial world are situated. It is thie which gakes such 4 war in- 
possibile! 
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JORDAN 


PACTORS OF SUCCESS, DIFFICULTY IN PLANNED DEVELOPMENT ANALYZED 
Paris AlL-NAHAR AL~ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 6 Jul 80 p 35 
[Article: “Rapid Industrialization Combined With Political Equilibriua”) 


[Text] A feeling of satisfaction is now prevalent in Jordanian sinisterial 
circles. This ie due to the expected realization of the objectives of the 
1975-80 five-year development plan to attain an annual 12 percent increase 
in national income, and to double th.» incom. 


At the moment, 411 efforte are concentrated on preparing the next five-year 
development plan. The departments concerned are now totally engaged in 
studying what has been accomplished and determining the reasons for the 
problems which should be rectified in the upcoming development plan. How- 
ever, this apparent optimiem leaves the solution of some failures in the 
program of economic development contingent upon the success of the forth- 
coming plan in the sectors of phosphate, potassium and fertilizers. It is 
from these that the Jordanian Government has derived ite present satis fac- 
tion with regard to what has already been accomplished. 


The most important, of these failures is the fact that the trade balance 
deficit has dowbled from $505 aillion in 1975 to $1,200 willion in 1978. It 
is expected that this deficit will reach $2 billion at the end of 1980. 
Naturally, Jordan complains of high energy prices, as well as the lack of 
response from the Arab countries to Jordan's problems. in fact, the volume 
of of] importe has reached half of Jordan's exports. Thus, while oil prices 
have been rising, of] imports have aleo been rising, because the development 
plan, which seeke the achievement of high rates of growth, has increased the 
demand for oil. 


The realization of the ambitious development plan has increased the volume 
of industrial imports whose prices have increased worldwide. Consequently, 
thie has contributed an additional factor to the weakening of Jordan's fi- 
nancial resources. This, in turn, leads Jordan to borrow money. From « 
practical point of view, the trade deficit does not have a negative effect, 
except in those cases where efforte are not made to raise industrial and 
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agricultural production. In the case of Jordan, official statistics indi- 
cate a 14 percent annual rate of growth in the industrial sector throughout 
the years of the plan, especially in the phosphate sector. 


induatrialization Progresses, but Agriculture Suffers 


According to reliable sources, one of the basic goale of the plan, which eim 
at changing the Jordanian basic economic structure, ie cpmeemtration on 
industrialization. Por example, the share of industrialization in the de- 
velopment program was more than 40 percent, and is expected to rise to 50 
percent, The results give rise to some optimism that industry could absorb 
most of Jordan's borrowing theough increased production. Thus, phosphate 
production has risen from 1,035 million tons in 1975 to 2.320 million tons 
in 1978. It is expected that this figure will reach 5 million tone by the 
end of 1980, It is expected that phosphates, potassium and fertilizer pro- 
duction in Aqaba will provide Jordan with $660 million [annually] by the 
beginning of the next development plan. 





Therefore, the basic goal of intensive industrialization in these sectors 
is to achieve 4 larger measure of independence from outside aid. Neverthe- 
less, the political goal is not absent, either. For example, these sectors 
put up $3.3 billion for investments, which is equivalent to twice the amount 
of Arab aid to Jordan. 


Agriculture was the biggest victia of the course taken by Jordanian political 
and economic policy. Agricultural production declined [sic] by 10 percent 
and did not increase by gore than 5 percent annually. in theory, this rate 
of growth exceeds the demographic rate of growth by 3.2 percent. In other 
words, Jordan ie still better off than the majority of developing countries. 
liowever, in practice, such a rate of growth is not enough to meet Jordan's 
domestic demand, because 60 percent of all Jordanians will be living in ci- 
ties. In the meantime, available land is limited. Consequently, any in- 
crease in production requires introducing intensive sechanization. This, 

in turn, would lead to higher costs and higher prices. The increase in the 
volume of imports and the vertical stigulation of the economy led to the in- 
crease in the rate of inflation. Actually, the annual budget deficit in 
itself has been sufficient to maintain inflationary pressures. Thus, the 
annual increase in the rate of inflation did not drop below 15 percent. 
Jordan hopes to be able to contain this rate of increase within the limits 
of 12 percent a year in the upcoming 5-year development plan. The question 
ie: Will Jordan be able to do so? 


Pinance and a Balanced Policy 


The rise in income of the Jordanian citizen, and the government's insistence 
on extending the broad outline of the current plan into the next 5-year plan, 
takes away from the departments concerned any possible means of fighting 
inflation. The money flowing in from Jordanian workers in the Gulf nations 
(who saved the equivalent of $500 sillion a year for Jordan, or an amount 








equal to the revenues from phosphates, potassium and the Jordan Valley com- 
bined) will continue to play its [major] role in financing the next develop- 
ment plan. However, this keeps away from Jordan the moat important and spe~ 
clalised workforce the country possesses. 


Recent lraqi=-Jordanian cooperation will play a very important role in the 
upcoming 5-year plan. In this respect, political harmony between the two 
countries does seem to be satisfactory. Thus, if Jordan manages to main- 
tain ite economic relations with Syria, it will have realized its dream 

of “political balance ae a basis for the success of the Jordanian economy.” 


9528 
C80: 4802 














JORDAN 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOCUSES ON INCREASING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 20 Jun 80 p 15 


[Text) Dr Jawad al-'Anani, minister of supplies, said that the 
construction of an automatic bakery in the al-Karak governorate has been 
approved. He added that this project is part of the five-year plan 

and that operational procedures and necessary studies will take place 
during the current year. He pointed out that the budget for the five- 
year plan is estimated at around 2 billion dinars and that the annual 
project expenditures are approximately 500 million dinars. 


Dr al-'Anani also confirmed, in a meeting held at the cneter for 
vocational syndicates in al-Karak, that the main solution to supply 
problems is represented by increased production, and he emphasized the 
necessity of cooperation between the citizens and the state to achieve 
thie goal. He said that agricultural production is considered one of 

the largest income-producing sectors, and that we must give more 
attention to agriculture and farming. He called for increased production 
of poultry and vegetables to cover the deficit in some other crops. He 
also said that Jordan has the most favorable climate for the poultry 
industry and that it must be taken advantage of in order to increase 
production and exports. Dr al'Anani emphasized the importance of food 
production, as it is a fundamental operation for agricultural development 
in Jordan. 


Dr al‘Anani pointed out that a complete feed plant will be constructed 
in al- Jewaydah region, including a mill and silos for grain. This plant 
will provide the necessary poultry feed. 


During the meeting, there was an open discussion of the action sheets 
presented by the organization that supervises the syndicate center's 
branch, the al-Karak chamber of commerce and the cooperative committee 

for egg production and distribution. The supervising organisation's 
action sheet included several topics related to poultry production and 
marketing, the consumers’ market, the parallel market and food production. 


Other participants in the discussions were National Advisory Council 
memebers, the assistant governor of al-Karak, the mayor, department 
managere and some residents of the governorate. 


9455 
CSO: 4802 38 














JORDAN 


DATA ON GROWTH OF PHOSPHATE EXPORTS GIVEN 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 5 Jul 80 p 3 


[Article by Taysir al-Majali: "Four Million Tons of Phosphate Exported 
During the Current Year") 


[Text] Phosphate is among our most important exports, which form one of the 
economic pillars in our country. Our phosphate exports are increasing year 
after year due to increased local production, 


As export of this product takes place via the port of the phosphate company 
in al-'Agabah, AL-~DUSTUR had the chance to meet with Mr ‘Adil al-Shara', 
the port's branch manager of the company. He said that the phosphate port 
is one of the most modern ports in the world with regard to its storage 


capacity. 


The port has 6 large warehouses that can accommodate 410,000 tons. The port 
is also equipped with the most modern equipment to automatically transfer 
phosphate from these warehouses. 


The port of al-'Aqaba daily receives 12,000 to 13,000 tons and transfers 1/3 
of this amount by truck and another 1/3 by railroad. Railroads transport 
around 4,000 tons per day. This amount will increase next year to 6,000 
tons, as the railroad will acquire more cars, although the railroad can only 
transport the phosphate from its mines to the al-Hasa area. 


In discussing the phosphate exports in general, Mr al-Shara' said that our 
exports in 1979 were 2,700,000 tons, transported by 243 ships; i.e., at an 
average of 1 ship per day. It was exported to a number of Asian and European 
countries, including India, Turkey, Romania, Japan, China, Pakistan and 
Yugoslavia. 


He added that exports are anticipated to reach 4 milion tons during this 
year, due to increased phosphate production. 
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As for phosphate exports during the coming years, he said that the company 
expects to export 6 million tons during 1982, as the al-Shidyah mines, 
which are considered the richest Jordanian locations in phosphate, will be 
directly utilized during the coming years. 


As for the characteristics of Jordanian phosphate, he said that this 
phosphate is considered among the best kinds in the world, The Jordanian 
phosphate company currently produces 3 kinds of phosphate: The first 
quality which contalne 66 to 68 percent of triphosphate calcium; the second 
quality which contains 70 to 72 percent and the third and best quality 
which contains 73 to 75 percent. 


Mr al-Shara' added that Jordanian phosphate has another characteristic, 
which is that it has a very low percentage of chlorine, which helps in 
further improving its quality in the future. He also said that the port 
has a technical laboratory to test phosphate samples before exporting them 
which also helps improve these qualities. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


LOAN FOR COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK--The National Planning Council signed 
an agreement between Jordan and Japan yesterday, in relation to the 
Japanese loan which the government of Japan has decided to extend to 
Jordan. The loan amounts to 8,693 million Japanese yen, and will be 
used to finance expansion of che communications network and telephone 
services in Jordan, The agreeemnt was signed by the president of the 
National Planning Council, Dr Wanna ‘Awdah, on behalf of the Jordanian 
Government, and by the Japanese Ambassador in Amman, Mr Homia Okada, 

on behalf of the Japanese Governmen. This took place in the presence 
of the general manager of the telephone and telegraph communications 
organization and che secretary general of the National Planning Council. 
The Japanese Government had previously extended two loans to Jordan 
totalling 10,500 million Japanese yen for the expansion of local 
telephone services and the Wadi al'Arab dam and irrigation projects. 

It has also participated in the establishment of electronic training 
and service centers for the Royal Science Society and in the study 

of a complete regional development project ‘cor northern Jordan 

(the Irbid region). [Text] [Aman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 29 Jun 80 p 8) 9455 


INVESTMENT ENCOL RAGEMENT PROGRAM--In a meeting held yesterday under the 
chairmanship of deputy minister Mr Muhammad Salih, the investment 

promotions committee of che ministry of trade and industry approved the 
classification of 9 industria! and touriem projects as economic projects. 
They will receive an exemption of 1,650,000 dinars in custom duties on their 
machinery and equipment. These projects employ 550 workers. The 

commi*tee also approved the exemption from all custom duties of machinery 
and egapment for 13 ongoing industrial and hotel projects. The value 

of this machinery and equipment is 840,000 dinars. [Text] [Amman 

AL-RA'Y in Arabic 29 Jun 80 p 3) 9455 


ALIA MAKES PURCHASES--The ALIA Foundation and a group of local financial 
institutions signed an agreement t issue ALIA pronissory notes for 

10 million Jordanian dinars to be used to cover pact of the cost of the 
new airplanes it recently agreed to purchase. These will be delivered 
within the next 3 years. The notes will be issued in two installments of 
5 million dinars each; the first to be issued on 6 August and the second 
at the beginning of May 1951. The government insured the capital and 
interests °f these notes and exempted them from incame tax. These notes 
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earn an annual interest of 8 5/8 percent, paid in two equal inetallmente, 
The agreement was signed by ALIA's general manager, Mr ‘Ali Ghandur; 

Dr Khalil al-Salim of the Arab/Jordan Financial Institution; Mr Zuhayr 
Khuri of the Commercial Paper [Financing] Company; and Mr Jawad Hadid 

of the Jordanian Arab Investment Bank, [Text] [Amman AL-DUSTUR in 
Arabic 1 Jul 80 p 3) 9455 


PALESTINIAN ALRLINES RECOMMENDED--The 20th emergency session of the Civil 
Aviation Council of the Arab Nations, which began on 29 June, was concluded 
yesterday. The council approved civil aviation strategy and considered it 
the basis for joint civil aviation activity of the member nations. The 
council confirmed Palestine's right to form its own civil aviation organi- 
zation in any Arab country, based on approval of this Palestinian organi- 
zation by the host country. This organization will have the same privileges 
as other air transport organizations. It will also carry out all its 
obligations, in addition to running regular flights. The council decided 

to move the organization's regional headquarters from Cairo to Khartoum, 

It also reaffirmed the Jerusalem resolution taken at the 18th emergency 
session in 1979, related to the boycott of the Egyptians in various civil 
aviation and air transportation fields in the event there was evidence that 
the Egyptian aviation organizations were dealing with the Zionists. The 
council approved its 5-year plan for 1980-1985, and priorities and air fares 
defined in the report of the council's permanent committee. The council 
decided to freeze air transport fares among Arab nations until the beginning 
of next year. It also confirmed its previous decision to nominate Iraq, 
Lebanon and Algeria for positions in the international civil aviation council, 
and to try to deprive Egypt of its membership and replace it with an Arab 
country. The council praised Jordan's withdrawal of its nomination [at 

the forthcoming} session [of the international council] to serve Arab interests. 
Delegations representing 15 Arab nations and representatives of the Arab 
League participated in this session, [Text] [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 3 

Jul 80 p 3] 9455 
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Mecca Grand Mosque in Saudi Arabia were printed by activists operating in 
Kuwait. 


Reports in the Arab press this week focused on the problem and said that, 
although the situation in Kuwait may resemble the situation that prevailed 
in Lebanon on the eve of the 1975 war, the Kuwaiti society does not have 
historical precedents, social problems and past divisions capable of gen- 
erating more divisions inside the country. Their belief is that, with the 
help of neighbouring countries Kuwait can control the spread of corrosion. 


Other observers, however contend that what is taking place in Kuwait points 
out to a foreign-inspired plan whose far-reaching purpose is to have an 
armed force deploy in the Gulf to protect the oil-fields and ensure safe 
transport of oil to the industrialized world in order to ward off the dangers 
of plans which allegedly call for either the destruction of the oil wells or 
the closing of the Hormuz Straits (which would paralyze 62 per cent of oil 
exports), or still the alleged Soviet "dream" of getting access to a warm 
seaport and, as US Defense Minister Harold Brown said it last week, "the 
Soviet objective is to be in control of Europe's vital sources." 
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KUWA IT 


RESTORATION OF PARLIAMENTARY LIFE PLANNED, DESPITE SECURITY PROBLEMS 
Beirut AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 1 Sep 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] In spite of the current sense of insecurity created by, among other 
things, a wave of terrorist bombings, the Emir of Kuwait has decided to 
proceed with plans to restore the elected parliament which was dissolved 
five years ago. No date has yet been set for a general election, but it is 
expected that one will be held in January; the Emir, Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad 
al-Sabah, last week issued a decree stating that a new, 50-member National 
Assembly would convene before the end of February 1981. 


The Minister of State for Legal Affairs, Sheikh Salman al-Duaij al-Sabah, 
meanwhile said that discussions were still being held on whether or not to 
allow women to vote for the first time. 


Sheikh Salman said that the new assembly would have the same powers as the 
one dissolved by the late Emir in August 1976; this, he added, meant that 
no law could be passed without the assembly's approval. "It won't be the 
government deciding alone, it will be the government and the assembly," he 
said in an interview with REUTERS; he added: “the final word really is 
with the National Assembly." 


As this newsletter reported in its August 18 issue, fears had been ex- 
pressed that the authorities woula use the recent acts of sabotage and 
violence as a pretext to postpone indefinitely the elections which the late 
Emir specified should be held within four years. That deadline expired last 
week, and Sheikh Salman said that it would take at least two months to or- 
ganise an election. 


But, while the authorities have decided to go ahead with the restoration of 
the assembly, Prime Minister Sheikh Saad al-Ab’ ' 2)-Abah warned in an 
interview published last week that the body mu. i “the bickering and 
cheap deals which affected the course of our parlis otary life" until 
August 1976. The late Emir's decree ending 15 years of parliamentary par- 
ticipation in Kuwaiti politics, accused the assembly of that time of "ex- 
ploiting democracy for private gain." 
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Interviewed by the newspaper AL-WATAN, the Prime Minister added: We must 
close the doors and windows against those elements whose only desire is to 
divide the country and upset security and stability." Earlier, the govern- 
ment had accused foreign powers and a local "fifth column" of perpetrating 
the bomb attacks and of distributing anti-government propaganda, but it gave 
no details, 


It is in this light that the Interior Minister, Sheikh Nawaf al-Ahmad al- 
Sabah, announced last week that Kuwait is to propose a comprehensive plan 

for cooperation between Arab states on internal security, at a forthcoming 
meeting of Arab interior ministers in Saudi Arabia. Sheikh Nawaf told a 
local newspaper that the plan emphasises the non-interference of Arab states 
in each other's afxairs, a clear indication of the Kuwaiti government's con- 
cern over the recent wave of terrorism and bomb attacks in the country. As 
this newsletter reported in its August 18 issue, the main target for sus- 
picion is Kuwait's sizeable Iranian community, many of whom support Ayatollah 
Khomeini and his call for the overthrow of the regimes in other Gulf states. 


Other Gulf governments have also recently expressed concern at increasing 
social tension and criminal activity, which are usually blamed on the huge 
influx of foreigners into their countries. Most Gulf economies are danger- 
ously reliant on foreign workers, who in some states, such as the UAE, con- 
stitute the majority of the population. 


Echoing this growing awareness of the fragility of the Gulf's social fabric, 
the Bahraini newspaper AKHBAR AL-KHALEEJ welcomed Kuwait's democratic 
stirrings last week, proclaiming that "true democracy is the shield which 
protects the nation both from internal and external dangers." Even though 
its own parliament was also dissolved in 1975, Bahrain is the only other 
Arab Gulf state with a tradition of parliamentary rule. 
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LEBANON 


FAILURE OF AMAL, AL-MURABITUN, SOCIALIST ALLIANCE ANALYZED 
Kuwait AL-HADAF in Arabic 19 Jun 80 p 15 


[Article: "New Bloodbaths at Doors; Higher Political Sources Tell AL-HADAF 
Details of Recent Developments in Lebanese National Movement; Islamic Alli- 
ance's Mediation Foiled at Last Moment; Will Armed Conflict Between Commu- 
nists and Amal Flare Anew?"] 


[Text] Beirut--AL-QUDS PRESS--Some \ell-informed press sources in Beirut 
say that the next few months in Lebanon will be tantamount to a series of 
sudden and surprising events. If the resignation of the Lebanese prime 
minister and of his government and the possibilities involved in the forma- 
tion of a new government constitute the number one event, then the second 
event in this regard is the installation of Walid Junblatt, the son of the 
late Lebanese leader Kamal Junb'att and the chairman of the Socialist Pro- 
gressive Party (with the majority of its base formed of Druzes), as chair- 
man of the Lebanese National Movement, i.e. chairman of the Central Politi- 
cal Council of the parties joined under the name of the National Movement. 
The most prominent of these parties are the Socialist Progressive Party 
itself, the Lebanese Communist Party, led by George Hawi; the Communist 
Action Organization, led by Muhsin Ibrahim; the Independent Nasirists (al- 
Murabitun) Movement, led by Ibrahim Qulaylat and the Syrian Social Nation- 
al Party led by ‘Abdallah Sa'adah. 


In addition to giving Walid Junblatt the position of chairman of the Cen- 
tral Political Council--a position which became vacant with the death of 
Walid Junblatt's father 3 years ago--the said council has also adopted a 
new resolution providing for the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party Organization 
(pro-Damascus) to join the council parties and naming ‘Asim Qansu, the or- 
ganization chairman, a member of the Executive Committee of the National 
Movement parties and a deputy chairman of the Central Political Council. 
This is in addition to accepting the Socialist Arab Union and its leader 
'Abd-al-Rahim Murad in the Central Political Council and the election of 
Murad to the Executive Committee. 


Step Backward 


These resolutions have certainly bolstered the position of the Communist 
Party and of the Communist Action Organization, especially in Beirut, by 
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way of the important political cever provided by Damacus through the Ba‘ th 
Party Organization and the cover provided by the Druge sect through the 
Socialist Progressive Party which is almost considered the sect's indisput= 
able party. To understand all this, it is necessary for us to backtrack 

a little to the two monthe preceding the adoption of these resolutions to 
understand the direction that the events were threatening to take and to 
learn the reasons that caused the changes in the expectations that had ac= 
Aually been imminent. in this regard, higher partisan and political sources 
in Beirut have given AL-HADAF the following account of the story of the de- 


ve lopmenta: 


These sources say that it had been expected, even definite and certain, that 
announcement would be made of the formation of a political front comprised 
of the Socialist Progressive Party, al-Murabitun and Amal and that this 
front would become the sole spokesman and political and military representa- 
tive of the Muslim sects in Lebanon. Just for the sake of information, 4i- 
Murabitun is a4 political and military organization with broad and evident 
influence in Western Beirut, especially where the traditional Islamic lead- 
erships [fa'aliyat) are centered, while Amal is a political and military 
organization with a very broad influence among the Shi'ite Muslims. With 
the unification of these three organizations, unity, cohesion and solidarity 
would have been established among the three Muslim sects in Lebanon, namely: 
The Sunna, the Shi'ites and the Druges. 


Such a probability which had been certain and definite to materialize would 
have been capable of creating fundamental changes in the Lebanese relations 
and balances. Unification of the three Muslim sects under the leadership of 
three strong and effective parties with a generally good reputation among 
the Muslim masses would have meant forcing the other local and external po- 
litical sides to reassess their concept of who is the true representative 
of the Muslims in Lebanon and would have brought into focus the fol lowing 
ever-present argument cited by Pierre al-Jumayyil, the leader of the iso- 
lationist rightist Phalanges Party which has strong relations with the Zion- 
ist entity at present: We don't know with whom to conduct the dialogue. 
Pierre al-Jumayyil meant this, of course, to be a reference to the disunity 
and gultiplicity of the Muslim political axes and leaderships and to under- 
line the impossibility of saying that there is a sufficiently strong and 
infiuential Muslim leadership with which to hold the dialogue and to con- 
test, both with weapons and with words. 


Position of Communists 


This is a first consequence that could have resulted irmediately [from the 
unification]. A second consequence which would have actually resulted from 
the first one would have put the communiste-<both the party and the organi- 
zation) in particular and, consequently, the ieftist forces following «a 
Marxist conviction and course--in a very tight corner «nd could have even 
made it possible to disregard them completely and deny them any weight in 





the actual ealeulation of the loeal forees, The truth is, say these 
sources, that the communists @ove and work in the lalamic street alone, 
in addition to being 4 (member of the) National Movement, the Central 
Political Counei!, the regional political councils and a military faction 
operating in the islamic areas and in the south and in addition to having 
good relations with the Palestinian resistance leadership, the communists 
project themeelvee as the real representatives of the Lebanese people 
generally. But wader the state of sectarian division, they believe firm- 
ly that they are the true representatives of the Muslime and of the Shi'ite 
‘uslim man-ine-the-street at least. Therefore, they view the other Muslim 
political forees operating in thie street with suspicion and doubt and 
describe them ae being sectarian, conventional, reactionary and eo forth. 


Strong Allies 


The three aforementioned parties=--al-Murabitun, the Socialist Progressive 
and Amal=--could have actually produced a final solution to this problem, 
i.e. they could have brought to the Islamic street [sic| a harmony, unity 
and cohesion which it actually lacks. This being the case, the Palestinian 
resistance would, naturally, reassess ite local alliances because, as we 
have already said, these three partic * exercise evident control over the 
lelamic street. As for the communist parties and organization, they rely 
mainly on strong allies who have good relations with the Palestinian re- 
sistance primarily and then with Syria generally, with Iraq, the Soviet 
Union and Libya. All of these are influential, capable and strong forces. 
But with the emergence of a new, strong and effective alliance consisting 
of the Socialist Progressive Party, al-Murabitun and Amal, these strong 
and capable forces would be compelled to reexamine quickly their relations 
with the local forces, meaning that they would have to weave strong and 
clear relations of alliance with the leaders of this new alliance in the 
islamic street. 


Resistance and Unity 


To make matters clear, these sources add, ve must say that the Palestinian 
resistance wants, seeks and wouid be a thousend times more interested if 

the Islamic Street were more united and harmonious and if the divisions and 
axes present in it did not exist altogether. The resistance is paying in 
part the price of this disunity and division. While having good relations 
with the communists, the resistance also has good and firm relations with 
the Socialist Progressive Party, al-Murabitun and Amal. The resistance 
exerted efforts in 1976 to unite all these forces in a broad front. Then 
the broad national front slogan was projected in 1977 and 1978, but to no 
avail. The broad national front including, or suppesed to include, all the 
effective political forces in the Islamic street has continued to be one 
degree or another 4 concern and, at the same time, a hope--a concern felt 

by the people in charge of this Islamic street and a hope that occurs to the 
minds of the ordinary people who pay an extremely exorbitant and indescrib- 
able price every day as a result of the multiplicity, division and conflicts 
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existing in this street, Consequently, the resistance would not have been 
harmed by the rise of 4 new and strong alliance consisting of the three 
aforementioned parties, which have their credibility in the lelamic street, 
even though such an alliance would turn over=-and it was hoped that this 
would be done quietly==the page of the communists in the etreet and would 
turn the Central Political Counedl inte a link with no actual importance. 
This is what had been expected with certainty, the sources say. All this 
had been clear to the minds of those concerned, both at home and abroad. 


in the face of all this, active efforts were exerted, as gade evident re- 
cently by the dimensions of the surprise, to contain thie probability and 

to prevent it from materializing. Naturally, what was required of the Cen- 
tral Political Couneil and of the communists was the following: First, seek 
to gain favors from Damacue by giving the Ba'th Party Organization a leader- 
ship position, perhaps the actual leadership position if necessary, in 

the Central Political Council. Second, give the Socialist Progressive Party 
chairman the position of chairman of the Central Political Council to pre- 
vent his rapprochement with Amal and al-Murabitun. This is what has ac- 
tually happened after secret mediations, meetings and discussions that have 
led to the resolutions that we noted at the beginning of these words. 


Frustration and Miscarriage 


These resolutions have foiled finally, it seems, the creation of a tripar- 
tite alliance in the Islamic street comprised of the aforementioned forces. 
These resolutions have also thwarted finally the National Pan-Arab Front 
[al-jabhah al-qawmiyah al-wataniyah] which was led by the Socialist Ba'th 
Party Organization with the Union of the Working People's Forces (led by 
Kamal Shatila), thus abandoning yesterday's allies to fend for themselves. 
These resolutions have also put al-Murabitun, a party which is still par- 
ticipating in the National Movement but with many reservations, before two 
possibilities: Either bolster its presence and role in the Central Politi- 
cal Council or choose the path of a final breakaway. The resolutions have 
also caused Amal to be relatively exposed because it cannot claim that it 
has with Damascus and the PLO better relations than the Central Political 
Council parties have with Damacus and the PLO. Naturally, such difference 
in the level of the relations of alliance has a significant return insofar 
as the calculations pertaining to the past and the future are concerned. 
The first reaction to these resolutions that have paralyzed the efforts for 
an alliance between the Socialist Progressive Party, al-Murabitun and Amal 
has come from al-Murabitun which has issued a detailed political statement 
underlining its reservations toward the National Movement and the Central 
Political Council and pointing out that “our organization has expressed its 
reservation and continues to express its reservation on any internal organ- 
izational step taken by the National Movement on bases other than those 
demanded by al-Murabitun for years, but not taken into consideration." 
Thus, al-Murabitun Organization has stayed in the Central Political Council 
outwardly but is out of it practically. The resolutions [of Central Poli- 
tical Council] were issued on 11 December 1979. Yet, by 13 June 1980 no 
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noteworthy reactions appeared, What draws attention is that silence has 
been the most prominent reaction to the resolutions, especially by Amal, 
the Syrian Social National Party and the Union of the People's Working 
Forees, in any case, these resolutions have cuaght by surprise all those 
who had been observing and who had expected other developments to which we 
referred at the outset of this article. The resolutions have aleo . rouaht 
up anew the issue of the armed conflict that erupted recently between the 
communists and Amal in Beirut's southern suburb. After all that has hap- 
pened, the question now ie: Will the armed conflict erupt anew between 
these sides and how will Amal respond to these resolutions? 


Finally, the source (sic) saye: Expect interesting and sudden developments 
at 4 later time. 


We say: God apare the Lebanese more bloodbaths and save all from this trib- 
ulation. 


8494 
C80: 4802 
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AMAL LEADER DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL MOVEMENT, PALESTINIANS 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 20 Jun 80 p 11 


[interview With Nabih Barri, Chairman of Amal Movement Command Council, by 
Kazim ‘Uwayd; Nabih Barri to AL-WATAN: "Amal and Palestinian Resistance 

in One Trench; Settlement Tune Ie Factor for Unity and not Division; We 
Support Army's Entry into South to Bring Haddad's Mini-State to End; Damas- 
cus Agreement is New Book That Protects Relations on National Arena; No 
Cooperation With Sectarian Entities or With Enemy Supporters; Iranian Lead- 
ership Doesn't Want Any Disagreement to Occur Between Us and Palestinian 
Resistance” |] 


[Text] Amal Movement, in the person of its founder Imam Musa al-Sadr, the 
chairman of the Supreme Islamic Shi'ite Council, participated with the 
Lebanese National Movement in formulating the political reform program. 
Amal was also a fundamental partner in founding the National Front. But it 
then disagreed with the National Movement when the latter came up with the 
civil administration plan at the time the Arab Deterrence Force entered 
Lebanon in 1976 because Amal viewed this plan as a partition threat. 


Even though the civil administration page was turned over long ago, the dis- 
agreement between Amal Movement and the National Movement has grown and has 
been nurtured by numerous other factors. It recently developed into bloody 
clashes between Amal Movement members and elements of some parties of the 
National Movement in al-Nabatiyah, southern Lebanon, and then in the south- 
ern suburb of Beirut, the capital. Those clashes posed the threat of seri- 
ous ramifications but the Syrian and Palestinian leaderships hastened to 
deal with the situation and to get the two sides together in Damascus where 
a statement was issued defining the means to contain the fires of the sedi- 
tion and to deal with the development of the situation. 


No Cooperation With Enemy 


Lawyer Nabih Barri, chairman of the Fatah Movement Command Council, has dealt 
with the disagreement issue and has given an assessment of the outcome of 
the Damascus talks in an interview with AL-WATAN, saying: There has been no 
disagreement over the principles in which Amal Movement believes. Rather, 
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the disagreement has centered on the faulty approach followed to deal with 
every situation in which differences, even if they are childish, erupt. 


Regarding the agreement resulting from the quadrilateral meeting in Damas- 
cus, Barri has said: it is tantamount to a new book that protects the re- 
lations on the national arena and that contributes to a large degree toward 
realizing the Lebanese national detente and the Lebanese-Palestinian under~ 
standing which, we hope, will constitute a good access to moving the stub- 
born Lebanese crisis and saving the country from the talons of the plotters 
and of the Zionist enemy. 


Lawyer Nabih Barri has refused to respond to the accusations leveled against 
Amal and has described them as fabrications, saying: "There is absolutely 
no cooperation with the advocates of sectarian entities and there is abso- 
lutely no cooperation with the Zionist enemy or his supporters. Cooperation 
with the Zionist enemy is proscribed, as Imam al-Sadr has taught us." 


Following is the text of AL=-WATAN's interview with Nabih Barri: 
Army Between Two Roles 


[Question] You demand the army's entry into the south and you call for its 
deployment in the other areas when the need arises whereas the National 
Movement objects to the army's present structure and does not feel reassured 
by its command. How do you comment on this issue? 


[Answer] Our position toward this issue consists of two parts: The first 
concerns the army's deployment in southern Lebanon and the second concerns 
its deployment in the capital and its suburbs. Concerning the first part, 
we support the Lebanese army's entry into the entire south, beginning with 
the border strip, in order to put an end to Sa'd Haddad's mini-state and to 
all the direct and indirect extensions of the Zionist enemy and to rescue 
the southern inhabitants from the atrocities inflicted upon them every day, 
and even every hour. When the homeland's borders are exposed to aggression, 
when parts of its territories are faced with the threat of occupation while 
other parts are actually occupied and when the inhabitants of the south are 
divided into displaced and tormented, then there is no place for a discus- 
sion on the sex of the angels. Protecting the homeland, whose gate is the 
south, deserves greater attention than the sect of this or that officer and 
whether this position should belong to that officer and that position to 
this officer. Getting rid of Sa'd Haddad's mini-states and of the woes it 
brings the south and the southerners, such as the murder and kidnapping of 
innocent people, threatening the homeland's entity and the protection money 
that Haddad levies on the citizens, is a lot more important than the exist- 
ing objections to the manner in which the army is structured. We have in- 
formed the resistance movement leadership frankly of this position and we 
have declared it openly. While aspiring for the Lebanese army to be a 
national and pan-Arab [qawmi] army capable of defending the homeland and of 
undertaking the requirements of the Arab causes, we still support the army's 
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entry into the south even though it doesn't fully meet the qualities that 
we have mentioned, In the face of the greater danger the ambiguities over 
which there are objections take second place. I want to stress here that 
| have not heard from the resistance and the National Movement argumente 
that refute this argument. 


As for the second part, i.e. the deployment of the army in the capital and 
its suburbs, we have another and opposite position for several considera~ 
tions: 


Firet, the army's real place is the country's borders and across the enemy. 
lt is not ite mission to perform the duty of traffic police in the capital 
and ite suburbs. Second, if the need arises for the army to perform its 
duty in the city, then the army should be non-sectarian, balanced and accept- 
able to all. As long as the army is not balanced and is not acceptable to 
all, its entry into the capital will act as an explosion factor and not as 

a factor facilitating the Lebanese national detente for which the issue of 
deploying the army in the capital and the suburbs is brought up. Therefore, 
Amal Movement has supported the army's entry into the south and has not sup- 
ported its deployment in the capital and its suburbs out of its national 
visualization of the issues and not for the considerations rumored, very re- 
grettably, by many. 


Abu-'Ammar Agrees 


[Question] While adopting this position, have you taken into consideration 
the resistance fears that the army's entry into the south will not be in its 
interest and that the army command may have objectives other than those 
which you seek? 


{Answer} I will answer this question with another question: Is it in the 
interest of the Palestinian resistance that Haddad's mini-state coi.tinue to 
exist? The answer: Of course not. 


Another question: Is it in the interest of the Palestinian resistance that 
other parts of the Arab homeland, especially southern Lebanon, be occupied? 
The answer: No. 


A third question: Is it in the interest of the Palestinian resistance that 
the Zionist enemy find a pretext through which to realize ite expansionist 
goals, namely control of the water sources and termination points--espe- 
cially since the enemy's ambitions in Lebanon in this regard are well known 
and certain? The anewer is also no. 


Moreover, is it in the interest of the resistance that the inhabitants of 
the south be displaced by Sa'd Haddad, and the Zionist enemy behind hia, 
under the pretext of the uncontrollable situation there and the weakness of 
the U.N. Forces? The answer is no and no again. 
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On the contrary, Amal Movement views the stay of the southerner on his 
land, putting an end to Sa'd Haddad's mini-atate, implementation of U.N, 
Security Council resolution No 425 and return of the evicted southerners 
to the border strip a8 4 great service to the Palestinian cause itself, 
Moreover, safeguarding the south against occupation is no longer just a 
Lebanese demand but an Arab and a Palestinian demand. The southerner nas 
shouldered the burden of the Palestinian cause since 1948 and has endured 
all ite tragedies and pains and dreamt of ite dreams throughout this per- 
lod to the point where the words of Mr al-Bu'ayjan, the ambassador of Ku- 
wait, that “the southerner ie almost the sole Arab in this Arab nation" 
apply truly to this southerner. Therefore, there is no conflict between 
the Palestinian resistance's goals, which are the liberation of the land 
and of the people, and Amal Movement's goale which are liberation of the 
south from the yoke of the torture under which it writhes every day. 1! 
will be divulging no secret when I say that I discussed this issue with 
brother Abu-'Ammar during the recent Damacus meeting and that he agreed 
with our visualization. 


New National Book 


[Question] On the mention of the Dancscus meeting, what is your assess- 
ment of the outcome of the meeting and how do you view your future rela- 
tions with the resistance and the Lebanese national forces? 


|Anewer| As you know, the Damascus meeting took place as a result of a 
fraternal initiative and a national mediation on the part of the fraternal 
Syria in the wake of the violent battles that erupted in southern Lebanon 
and in the southern suburb of Beirut and which almost erupted among the 
brothers in Bur| al-Barajinah and al-Burj Camp. The talks were complex and 
difficult and consumed 30 hours out of the total of 48 hours that the Amal 
delegation spent in Damascus. There was no disagreement over the princi- 
ples in which Amal Movement believes or those on whose premise the Pales- 
tinian resistance movement acts. The disagreement centered over the faulty 
approach followed to deal with every case in which a difference, even a 
childish difference, erupts. As a result of bilateral, trilateral and 
quadrilateral meetings, a plenary meeting was held under the chairmanship 
of Syrian Foreign Minister ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam and was attended by nearly 
all the resistance factions and the National Movement, in addition to Amal 
Movement. The meeting ended with an agreement to form a quadrilateral 
(Amal, the resistance, the National Movement and the National Front) coor- 
dination committee to deal with any problem that may crop up, to exert 
efforts to confine and contain it within ite basic dimensions and to pre- 
vent its spilling over or causing a comprehensive explosion. This came in 
the wake of an agreement on principles that were declared in a statement 
calling for safequarding the resistance right and the Palestinian right, 
preserving Lebanon's sovereignty and independence and rejecting resettle- 
ment. In the wake of the conclusion of this agreement which was signed by 
all parties concerned, we have actually felt that it was tantamount to a 
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new book that protects the relations on the national arena and contributes 
to a large degree toward realizing the Lebanese national detente and the 
Lebanese=Paleatinian understanding which, we hope, will constitute a good 
access for moving the crisis and saving the country from the talons of 

the plotters and of the Zionist enemy. We also hope that this agreement 
will prevent the eruption of any harmful explosion, especially since we 

in Amal Movement are fully eager for tranquility so that we may have the 
opportunity to direct our total attention to the south that is threatened 
by the common enemy. The weapons are not for Beirut's alleys and suburbs 
and only those lacking thought resort to them. We are people with a creed 
and we try with amicable means. We only draw our weapons to defend our 
principles and ourselves. 


Ierael is Absolute Evil 


[Question] It ie said that elements of the Liberal Party and others from 
the Duxieme Bureau took part in the southern suburb clashes on the side of 
Amal. What do you say to these accusations? 


[Asnwer| There is no time to pause before these fabrications and trivial- 
ities. We need testimony of partiotism from nobody. The history of Amal 
Movement puts us in the ranks of those who give testimony of patriotism 
to others. There is absolutely no cooperation with the advocates of the 
sectarian entities and there is absolutely no cooperation with the enemy. 
Cooperation with the Zionist enemy is proscribed, as Imam al-Sadr has 
taught us. He who is underprivileged on his land should support him who 
is deprived of his land, as Imam Musa al-Sadr has taught us. Moreover, 
Israel is an absolute evil and whoever stands against it becomes in our 
view, in one way or another, an absolute good. The greatness of Amal 
Movement lies in the fact that it is not spared the allegations of the 
tendent ious. 


We Are Against Sectarianism 


[Question] Each of the National Movement, the Palestinian resistance move- 
ment and Amal Movement has good relations with the Islamic revolution in 
Iran. len't this fact fit as an inlet to a national understanding? 


[Anewer] It is well-known that the Iranian revolution gives all its momen- 
tum and support to Palestine and the Palestinian revolutionaries. It also 
views southern Lebanon with concern and is eager for Lebanon's sovereignty 
and independence. It thus follows the same line on which Amal Movement had 
been built before the Islamic revolution triumphed. This intellectual 
agreement, in addition to the spiritual agreement, have made us view the 
Iranian revolution with pride and honor. But this position of ours is not 
based on the narrow sectarian aspect, as some people try to depict it. 

Amal Movement is against the sectarian aspect, as some people try to depict 
it. Amal Movement is against the sectarian entitles and against sectarian 
politics. It fights a despotic ruler even if he is a Shi'ite Muslim, as 
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imam al-Sadr has taught us. Lt ie againet a sectarian state, even if such 
a state were a Shi'ite Muslim state, We are Muslim Arabs who view our 
Arab=-lslamic heritage as 4 path, a pioneer and an ethic. However, we re- 
ject the sectarian projections, There is an enormous and vast difference 
between piety and sectarianiem. The first is ours, God willing. As for 
the second, we reject and renounce it for ourselves and for othere. 


[Question] Did Iran mediate during the recent clashes? 


\Anewer) We know that the Iranian leadership does not want any disagreement 
to erupt between us and the Palestinian resistance. We know from our 
brothers in Iran, who notified us during Foreign Minister Sadegh Ghotbzadeh's 
visit to Lebanon that they are eager for our principles to meet with the 
Palestinian re -.ucion's principles because they emanate from the same 
source. Therefore, there was no Iranian leadership, contrary to what some 
people try to disseminate. The mediation was the result of conviction in 
Amal and in ite cadres and principles, in addition to the good offices exert- 
ed by the Syrian leadership, without forgetting the lranian direction in 

the first place. 


We Don't Seek Explosion 


[Question] What are the roots of the disagreement with the communists that 
made them take part in the clashes against you? 


[Answer| The truth is that we have been surprised in the latest conf lagra- 
tion by the Lebanese Communist Party's involvement in the clashes in al- 
Nabatiyah area, particularly in Zifta, and then in the southern suburb, keep- 
ing in mind that the harbingers of this position were present in the speech 
that George Hawi, the Lebanese Communist Party secretary general, made at 
the Arab University of Beirut almost a month ago. We imagined at the time 
that what wae said in the speech was something transient, especially after 
Hawi visited me and after we discussed this issue. There was no disagree- 
ment over what was discussed. However, the [communist party's] field posi- 
tion reaffirmed what had been said in the speech and what Hawi had denied 
during the visit. In the plenary meeting in Syria, there was a frank re- 
proof and we discussed the situation in detail. George Hawi asserted anew 
that the communist party has no intention to confront Amal Movement or to 
take a hostile position toward it. He has signed the joint communique 
issued by the Damascus quadrilateral meeting. We hope that this position 
is final because, as I have already pointed out, we are not advocates of 
intensification and we do not want to be preoccupied with sidebattles that 
are of no benefit whatsoever to the fundamental national issue. 


Amal and Resistance in Same Trench 


[Question] How do you evaluate the relationship of Amal Movement with the 
Palestinian resistance in light of the recent developments? 





[Anewer| The relationship of Amal Movement with the Palestinian resistance 
dates back to the time when the Movement emerged. As for our relationship 
with the Palestinian people, it dates back to 17 years before the rise of 
the resistance movement itself. If others have shouldered the burden of 
the Palestinian cause since 1967 or 1975, we southerners have shouldered it 
since 1948, as | have already said. As for Amal as a movement, it was 
created on the basis of a charter drawn up by Imam Musa al-Sadr stating 
frankly the duty of a member of Amal Movement to protect and defend the 
Palestinian resistance and to believe in the Palestinian right. The char- 
ter also states that the Liberation of Jerusalem is a duty that this mem- 
ber shoulders before anything else. This has been embodied in our defense 
of the resistance in al-Shiyah, al-Nab'ah, Tall al-Za'tar, Burj Hammud and 
in every other area where clashes have taken place on the Lebanese arena 
since the outbreak of the 1975 war and until this day. What is amazing is 
that the bomb that the enemy hurls on the south hits both the Palestinian 
and the southerner simultaneously and yet you find those who come and tell 
you: Amal wants to liquidate or confront the Palestinian resistance! The 
relations remained strong and firm until the tune of resettlement [of the 
Palestinians in the south] began to be heard recently and began to play 
havoc with the souls. This made it seem as if Amal's interest is in con- 
flict with the Palestinian resistance's interest in southern Lebanon. Be- 
cause the southerner is enduring what he is enduring for the Palestinian 
cause, it has become the duty of the Palestinian to reaffirm daily his con- 
cern for southern Lebanon and his strong eagerness that is not superceded 
by any consideration to cooperate with Amal in particular so that no oppor- 
tunity may be given to the plot to infiltrate and to sow sedition among 
those who are in the same trench. If resettlement is accepted by the Pales- 
tinian, then this resettlement is a plot against him before it is against 
others. A Palestinian who accepts, God forbid, land other than his own land 
is one who has abandoned his land and his cause at the same time. 


As long as the Palestinians refuse to be resettled in Lebanon or anywhere 
else and as long as the southerners do the same, then the right thing is 

for this refusal to unite rather than divide them. This is what Amal Move- 
ment seeks and aspires for. The plotters are actually trying to sow sedi- 
tion between Amal Movement and the Palestinian resistance so that both sides 
may be exhausted because only then will the plotters realize their goals 
without any resistance. 
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LEBANON 


BANKING ACTIVITY FOR 1979 REVLEWED 
Beirut AL=-SAFIR in Arabic 29 Jun 80 p 6 


[Article: "Beirut Chamber (of Commerce and Industry) Report on Banking 
Activity in 1979; Increase of 32.6 Percent in Resources and 38.7 Percent 
in Compensations; Bank of Lebanon Measures Reduce Rise in Supply of Money 
in Circulation") 


[Text] The Studies Center of the Beirut Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
has prepared a report on the 1979 banking activity, pointing out that the 
unified budget of the banks has recorded an increase of 31 percent over 
1979, that the increase rate in the resources has amounted to 32.6 per- 
cent and that there has been a noticeable increase of 38.7 percent in 
investments. 


The banking investments [in 1979] amounted to 23.473 billion Lebanese 
pounds, of which 40 percent was used in foreign investments. The commer- 
cial sector got 51.7 percent of the investments, the agricultural sector 
2.2 percent and industry 17 percent. 


The report points out that loans to the industrial sector were short- and 
medium-range loans used to finance foreign transactions. It asserts that 
this expansion in investments has led to a drop in liquidity, thus affect- 
ing the interest rate prices paid for the Lebanese pound. 


The report also points out that the currency volume increased by 26.7 per- 
cent in 1979 and the currency in circulation increased by only 6.6 percent 
whereas this increase amounted to 20.4 percent in 1978. The report 
attributes the drop to the measures taken by the Bank of Lebanon. 


Following are the most important contents of the report: 
The banking statistics available from the -.aified budget of the banks show 


that this budget recorded an increase ~. 31 percent in 1979 over 1978 
despite the slow improvement in the other economic sectors. (Chart No 1) 
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Chart No 1, Development of Unified Situation of Commercial Banks 
(In millions of Lebanese pounds) 














Development 

Year Value In Figures In Percentage 
End of 1974 11,411 -- -- 

End of 1975 12,755 + 1,344 + 11.78 
End of 1976 12,843 + 88 + 0.69 
End of 1977 16,174 + 3,331 + 25.94 
End of 1978 18,987 + 2,803 + 17.3 

End of 1979 24,876 + 5,889 + 31.0 





In 1977, the increase in resources (43 percent) exceeded the increase in 
investments (21.2 percent) and the 2 were parallel in 1978. This led to 
an enormous liquidity in the banks. But the revival of the economic 
activity in 1979 led to a noticeable increase of 38.7 percent in the 
investments compared to an increase of 32.6 percent in the resources. 


Banking Resources 


The relative improvement in the security situation in 1979 led to an in- 
crease in the foreign transfers as compared to 1978. The banking 
resources amounted to 18.334 billion Lebanese pounds in 1979, i.e. with 
an increase of 4.508 billion Lebanese pounds, compared to an increase of 
2.207 billion Lebanese pounds in 1978. (Chart No 2) 


Chart No 2. Banking Resources (In millions of Lebanese pounds) 





On-Demand Set-Term Foreign Cur- 
Deposits Deposits rency Deposits Total 
Value Percent Value Percent Value Percent Value Percent 


End of 1977 2,300 20 6,716 58 2,595 22.3 11,609 100 
End of 1978 2,822 20.4 8,385 60 2,696 19.5 13,826 100 
End of 1979 3,152 17 9,576 52 5,606 30.5 18,334 100 








End of 1978 
compared to + 522 +22.6 +1,669 +24.8 +4101 +3.8 =+2,207 £4«~+19.0 
End of 1977 


End of 1979 
compared to + 330 11.6 +1,191 14.0 +2,910 108.0 +4 ,508 32.6 
End of 1978 
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We notice the following trends in the distribution of resources: 


A decline in the on-demand deposits in comparison to the total deposits 
from 20.4 percent in 1978 to 17 percent in 1979, 


A decline in the set-term deposits from 60 percent in 1978 to 52 percent 
in 1979, 


A large increase in the rate of deposits in foreign currencies from 19.5 
percent in 1978 to 30.5 percent in 1979, 


Contrary to 1978 when the foreign currency deposits amounted to only 3.8 
percent, the increase rate in this case amounted to 108 percent in 1979. 


This is due to the drop in the interest rate price paid for the Lebanese 
pound on the one hand and to the unprecedented enormous rise in the inter- 
est rate price paid for the dollar and the pound sterling. 


Interest rate among the banks rose from 1 percent to 1l percent in the 
first quarter of 1980. 


As a result, the Central Bank has adopted measures to curtail the trans- 
fer of Lebanese currency into foreign currencies. 


Banking investments 

The banking investments amounted to 23.473 billion Lebanese pounds in 
1979, with an increase of 6.553 billion Lebanese pounds compared to an 
increase of 2.644 billion Lebanese pounds in 1978. (Chart No 3) 


Chart No 3. Development of Banking Investments (In million Lebanese pounds) 











End End End End of 1978 End of 1979 
of of of Compared to Compared to 
1977 1978 1979 End of 1977 End of 1978 
Value Percent Value Percent 
Poreign 
Investments 5,770 6,052 9,379 + 282 + 4.8 +3,327 +55 
Loans to 
Private Sector 7,919 9,792 12,894 +1,873 +23.6 +3,102 +31.6 
Loans to 
Public Sector 475 949 1,066 + 474 +99.7 + 117 +12.3 
Stocks 112 127 134 + 1) +13.3 + 7 + 5.5 
Total 14,276 16,920 23,473 42,644 +18.5 46,553 +38.7 
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A total of 40 percent of the capital was used in foreign investmerts 
compared to 35.7 percent in 1978, keeping in mind that most of the 
deposits come from residents, 


The commercial sector=-imports, exports and domestic trade=-got a share 
of 51.7 percent whereas agriculture got only a 2.2 percent ehare and 
industry a 1/7 percent share, keeping in mind that most of the loo» 
advanced to the industrial sector are short= and medium-range lane used 
to finance foreign transactions, Added to this is the fact that these 
capitals [loans) may have been used for nonindustrial purposes, such as 
construction. 


This requires that more accurate banking statistics be made available on 
the utilization of loans in the industrial and agricultural sectors. 


Loans to Private Sector 


Loans to the private sector increased by 31.2 million Lebanese pounds in 
1979, i.e. by 31.6 percent. It is to be noted that 63 percent of the 
loans were advanced in the first half of the year, rising by 9 percent in 
the first quarter of the year and by 10 percent in the second quarter, 
whereas the rate increase amounted to only 4 percent in the third quarter 
and to 5 percent in the fourth quarter. 


The reason for the decline in loan-increase rate as of the beginning of 
the second half of 1979 is due to the measures taken by the Bank of 
Lebanon to freeze real estate speculation and to safeguard the soundness 
of the national currency. 


Circulars [issued by Central Bank of Lebanon) restricting loans to private 
sector to Lebanese pounds: 


Circular No 236, dated 8 June 1979, 
Circular No 243, dated 27 July 1979. 


Circulars on depositing compulsory reserves in Bank of Lebanon: 


Circular No 220, dated 24 February 1979. 
Circular No 225, dated 3 April 1979. 
Circular No 228, dated 12 April 1979. 
Circular No 243, dated 26 May 197 . 
Circular No 240, dated 25 June 1979. 


Foreign Investments 


Foreign investments rose in 1979 by 3.327 billion Lebanese pounds or by 
55 percent whereas this increase amounted to only 4.8 percent in 1978. 
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The fundamental reason for this increase in foreign investments ia the 
enormous increase in the interest rate paid for the dollar and the pound 
ater iling. 


Thus, contrary to the 2 preceding years when the increase in resources 
exceeded the fucrease in investments in 1977 and when the 2 were « un! 

in 1978, the increase in investments was bigger in 1979 than the increase 
in resources. 


This expansion in investments led to a drop in liquidity and this drop 
brought about the developments concerning the interest rate paid for the 
Lebanese pound. 


These developments show that the Lebanese banking system is no longer 
suffering from the enormous liquidity which characterized it in previous 
years. 


Currency Volume 


The total currency volume rose by 26.7 percent in 1979 compared to 19.8 
percent in 1978 (chart No 4). Thie increase is reflected in a definite 
manner in the elements forming the currency situation, namely: 


1. Currency Liquidity: The 5.7 percent growth in the currency volume in 
1979 is a emll growth when compared to the growth of 21.4 percent in 1978. 


The currency in circulation in 1979 rose by 6.6 percent whereas this 
increase amounted to 20.4 percent in 1978. 


The same applies to credit currency [al-naqd al-rasidi) which rose by 
22.6 percent in 1978 and by no more than 11 percent in 1979, 


Despite this, the elements forming the currency situation have not 
changed: The currency in circulation represents 52 percent whereas the 
on-demand deposits put in banks represent only 47.1 percent. 


This phenomenon is in contrast to the transaction means used in the 
advanced countries which attach greater significance to bank accounts 
than to currency circulation. 


2. Semi-Currency 


The semi-currency [shibh al-naqd] volume grew by 37 percent in 1979 com- 
pared to 19 percent in 1978. This percentage is high when compared with 
the growth of the currency liquidity (8.7 percent . 


The set-term deposits increased by 14 percent, compared to 25 percent in 
1978. These deposits form 63 percent of the total semi-currency whereas 
they represented 75.7 percent in 1978. 
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Lhart No 4, Comparative increase in Currency Volume 
(Changes in Liquidity) 





=a === —— 











End of 1978 End of 1979 
a - Value Percentage Value Percentage 
Currency liquidity 
increase 1,086 21.4 536 8.7 
Money in circulation 557 20.4 220 6.6 
Money assets 529 22.6 316 11.0 
Increase in semi-money 1,770 19.0 4,101 37.0 
Set-term deposits 1,669 25.0 1,191 14.0 
Foreign currency 
deposits 101 4.0 2,910 108.0 
Increase in 
currency volume 2,856 19.8 4,601 26.7 





Deposits in foreign currency recorded an enormous increase amounting to 
108 percent whereas this increase amounted to only 4 percent in 1978. 
The total value of these deposits in the semi-currency rose from 24,3 
percent in 1978 to 37 percent in 1979. 


This phenomenon is due to two reasons: 


First, the decline in private investment and its refrainment from embark- 
ing on the construction of new projects because of the high costs and the 
turbulent security. 


Second, the rise in the interest rates paid for foreign currency. 


This large increase in the foreign assets has led to curtailing the in- 
crease in the currency liquidity which has come to represent only 30.6 
percent of the currency volume whereas it represented 35.7 percent of 
this volume in 1978. 
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LEBANON 


FOREIGN TRADE ACTIVITY FOR 1979 REVIEWED 
Beirut AL=NAHAR in Arabic 30 Jun 80 p 7 


[Article: "Beirut Chamber (of Commerce and Industry) Report on Foreign 
Trade in 1979; Exports Total 2.698 Billion Lebanese Pounds, Reexports 
940 Million and Imports 7.8 Billion; Lebanese Economy Missed Opportunity 
Worth Billions of Pounds Because of Security Crises") 


[Text] The Economic Studies and Documentation Center of the Beirut 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry has issued a report on the 1979 foreign 
trade--a practice which the center established last year. It is learned 
from this report that the value of the 1979 Lebanese exports amounted to 
2.698 billion Lebanese pounds and the value of reexported goods amounted 
to 940.4 million Lebanese pounds compared to imports amounting in value 
to 7.8 billion Lebanese pounds. 


The report relies in its estimates on the fact that the goods exported 
in accordance with a certificate of origin issued by the Beirut Chamber 
of Commerce represent 65 percent of the value of the Lebanese exports and 
that the customs fees collected for imported goods range from 8 to 10 
percent. 


With the improved security conditions at the outset of 1977, the Leban- 
ese exports experienced continuous monthly increases. The monthly export 
rate fee the second half of 1977 amounted to 240 million Lebanese pounds. 
It had been expected that these exports would rise to much higher rates 
in 1978 as a result of the capital spending aimed at rebuilding the 25 
percent of the production capacity destroyed during the 2-year war and 

at setting up new projects. 


But the period of security did not last and the frequent, intensifying 
and longer security setbacks in 1978 had a direct negative impact on the 
export volume and on the immunity of the production structures. The 
average export rate in the second half of 1978 dropped to the level at 
which it had started at the beginning of 1977. It seems as if the Leban- 
ese economy has become the captive of the initial maelstrom and that when- 
ever it looks as if this economy is about to awaken, something develops 
to obstruct its march. 
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1/2 {sie}, Drop in Industry To Rebuild Production: 


it is evident from the monthly development of the 1979 Lebanese exports 
that these exports were not able to make up for the losses incurred as a 
result of the destruction of the installations in 1978 and of the bitter 
security gulps with which the economic activity is still choking. The 
highest monthly export rate in 1979 amounted to 221 million pounds, at 
the 1977 prices, whereas the comparative rate in 1977 amounted to 277 
million Lebanese pounds, This shows that the immunity of the production 
structures dropped to levels below those of 1977 and this poses a threat 
to the future of production in Lebanon, It may be beneficial to estimate 
the volume of the direct export losses in 1978 and 1979 if the security 
situation had not deteriorated after 1977. 


1/3, Estimate of Direct Losses in Export Volume as Result of Security 
Setbacks: 


It is evident from the available figures that the Lebanese exports 
passed through four phases in the past 3 years: 


First phase: January-July 1977 or the phase of a breather in the first 
3 months and then of a rapid and solid upsurge at a rate of 210 million 
pounds monthly. 


Second phase: July 1977-June 1978 phase which was characterized by sta- 
bility when the exports remained unchanged despite some security setbacks, 
beginning with February 1978. The average monthly value of the exports 

in this phase amounted to 225 million pounds. 


Third phase: The August 1978-October 1978 phase in which the average 
monthly exports dropped to 10 million pounds. This phase was character- 
ized by a rapid drop in the value of the exports as a result of the total 
and partial destruction caused to the production installations and to 
stoppage of work in the Beirut Port which is the most important fundamen- 
tal facility to the Lebanese economy because it constitutes a gate for 
the importation of the raw materials and equipment necessary to continue 
the production process. This situation led to a drop in the exports from 
225 million pounds [monthly] in the preceding phase to 10 million pounds 
in this phase. 


Fourth phase: November 1978-December 1979 or the new preparatory phase 
in which the exports rose constantly but at small rates and without reach- 
ing the 1977 levels. 


The lesson we can conclude is that if the Lebanese economy had not been 
dealt constant blows as a result of the security setbacks, beginning 

with al-Fayyadiyah incident in February 1978, it would have been possible 
for the Lebanese producers to embark on capital spending in a period of 








stability and this would have realized a vast step in making up for the 
loss ineurred by the economy a8 4 result of the 2-year events, It is 
possible to make a report on the export profits lost in 1976 and 1979, 


The average monthly value of the exports amounted to 161 million pounds 
in 1978 and 225 million pounds in 1979 whereas it could have risen ¢» 
237 million pounds at least=-an average which the exports achieved in 
the last quarter of 1977 and the first quarter of 1978, Thus, it is 
possible that the 1978 and 1979 exporte could have amounted to 5.7 
billion pounds instead of 3,713 billion pounds, 


the direct loss in exports thus amounts to 5. 700-3.713 = 1,987 billion 
Lebanese pounds at the 1977 prices or 2.514 billion Lebanese pounds at 
the current prices. Considering that the volume of industrial exports 
represents 60 percent of the production volume (after the events), then 
the profit missed is 4,19 billion Lebanese pounds. 


2. Most Important Types of Exports 


2/i Importance of Industrial Exports: Despite the enormous losses and 
damage incurred by the industrial installations and equipment. Lebanon is 
still distinguished from other deve.soping countries by the diversity of 

its exports on the one hand and by the importance of its industrial exports 
in comparison to its total exports on the other hand. 


Due to the lack of data on industrial production, it is beneficial to 
make these observations: 


Domination of the four conventional sectors by nearly 70 percent, mean- 
ing the following by these sectors: 


The food industries 

The textile industry 
Furniture and wood products 
Construction materials. 


whe 
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The progress realized by the industry through the introduction of some 
nonconventional industries, such as chemical industries, aluminum and 
plastic products and transportation equipment, indicates a decline in 
the domination of the conventional industries. 


A rise in the ratio of exports to production from 25 percent before the 
events to nearly 45 percent at present. (Exports of manufactured Leban- 
ese goods were estimated at 45 percent in 1974 and at 60 [sic] percent 
after the events as a result of the competition fom smuggled goods and 
the drop in production. This casts doubts on the percentages presented 
by the report.) 
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2/2 Types of Exported Goods: 


it is evident from an analysis of the chamber atatiatica concerning 
Heirut and Mount Lebanon that the most important exporta are: 


Manufactured goods used in construction: 610 million Lebanese pounds 
representing 34.8 percent of the total exports with certificates of 
origin approved by the Chamber of Commerce, compared to 445 million 
Lebanese pounds in 1978, 


Ordinary metale and their products: 267.8 million Lebanese pounds, 
Stone, ceramic and glass products: 172.6 pounds. 
Mineral products (cement) [aic)]: 170.4 million pounds. 


Chemical industry products: 287.5 million pounds, compared to 191 
million pounds in 1978, 


Textiles: 194 million pounds, compared to 152 million pounds in the 
preceding year. 


Paper and paper products: 113 million pounds, compared to 110 million 
in 1978. 


Alcohol and food industry products: 123 million pounds, compared to 74 
million in 1978. 


3. Markets of Lebanese Exports: 


The tightness of the local market and the strong foreign competition 
against the Lebanese products have urged the Lebanese industries to turn 
toward exportation, especially to the Arab markets. 


Despite the fierce competition facing the Lebanese products, these pro- 
ducts still enjoy the ability to reach their traditional Arab markets, 
especially the markets of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq and the Gulf countries. 


3/1 Exports by Beirut and Mount Lebanon: 

The following chart concerning the exports with certificate of origin 
approved by the Beirut Chamber of Commerce and Industry and representing 
nearly 65 percent of the total Lebanese exports shows that 91.4 percent 
of total exports flow to the Arab markets whereas this percentage was 
around 54 percent in 1974, 


Through a comparison with similar exports in 1978, we notice the following: 
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A. Decline of 5,1 pereent in the exports to Jordan, of 2.9 percent in the 
exports to Kuwait, 1.9 pereent in the exports to the Gulf and a decline 
of 1 percent inthe exports to Saudi Arabia. 


A vise of 7.4 percent in the exports to Iraq and of 2.7 percent in the 
exports to Syria, 


hb. Reexportation of Goods of Foreign Origin Approved by the Beirut 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 


The reexportation figures with which this report deals are confined to 
Beirut and Mount Lebanon because the origin of their reexports is 
approved by the Beirut Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


|. Development of Exports of Foreign Origin: 


Despite the 1978 events and their impact, the exportation of goods of 
foreign origin continued to rise in the past 3 years, increasing by 33 
percent in 1978 and by 42 percent in 1979 and amounting in value to 940 
million Lebanese pounds or the equivalent of 54 percent of the exports 
of Lebanese origin. 


2. Most Important Reexported Commodities: 
The most important reexported commodities are: 


Animal kingdom products: 20 percent 

Electrical machinery, equipment and appliances: 12 percent 
Lumber: 11 percent 

Ordinary metals: 9 percent 

Textiles: 9 percent 

Transportation equipment: 9 percent. 


Geographical Distribution of Source and Destination of Exports of Foreign 
Origin: 


The source of most of the reexported goods is the industrial countries: 
The EEC: 41 percent 

The Comecon [the Socialist Common Market]: 25 percent 

The United States 17 percent. 


The destination of 93 percent of the reexported goods is the Arab 
countries. 


Second: Commodity Imports 
in view of the delay in issuing foreign trade statistics based on customs 


data and in view of the increased smuggling in 1979, we have relied on 
various sources in assessing the Lebanese imports: 
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A. The foreign trade statistics of the most important countries exporting 
to Lebanon (euch as France, United States, England, FRG and Japan). 


A total of 45 to 55 percent of Lebanon's imports in past years relied on 
the markets of these countries, These imports rose in 1979 to 3,833 
billion Lebanese pounds, compared to 2.344 billion pounds and 2,13 
billion pounds in 1978 and 1977 reapectively, i.e. with an increase of 
63 percent over 1978, 


B. Customs imports: The customs imports rose in 1979 to 682 million 
pounds, compared to 541 million pounds and 481 million pounds in 1978 

and 1977 respectively, i.e. with an increase of 26 percent and 42 percent 
over the preceding 2 years. 


The customs imports in preceding years represented 10 to 11 percent of 
the total goods imported. But increased importation through illegal ports 
is likely to reduce this percentage to 8-9 percent. 


On the basis of the aforementioned, Lebanon's commodity imports in 1979 
range from 7.3 billion pounds to 7.8 billion pounds, compared to 5.2 
billion in 1978 and 4.5 billion in 1977. 


Third: 1980 Expectations 


A. At Level of Imports: Increased national production and rapid growth 
in this production are tied to a large degree to the volume of imports. 
Lebanon used to import 50 percent more than its production to meet its 
consumption, production and exportation needs. 


The imports are distributed as follows: 


Nearly 35 percent in intermediate goods (raw materials and semiprocessed 
goods). 


Nearly 40 percent for consumption (goods ready for immediate consumption). 
Nearly 12 percent for investment (capital goods). 
Nearly 13 percent for reexportation. 


In view of Lebanon's rising needs after the war, whether for consumption 
or investment, it is most likely that imports will rise in both quality 
and quantity: 


1. Insofar as the first category imports (raw materials and semiprocessed 
goods) are concerned, the Lebanese industry used to rely on these imports 
by nearly 60 percent. It is most likely that this percentage will rise 

in the coming years to 70-75 percent as a result of the destruction of 
some of the local industries producing semiprocessed goods and of the 
stoppage of others. 
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2. Ineotar as the second category of imports (consumer gooda) are con- 
cerned, 60 percent of the local market's needa of consumer goods were 
secured through local production and 40 percent through imports. It 

is expected that the demand for foodstuffs and consumer goods generally 
will increase in future years, 


3’. Ineofar as the third category (inveatment) is concerned, the Levanese 

economy's needs for capital goods, whether for the purpose of setting up 

new plants or for modernizing existing installations, are large. There- 

fore, it is most likely that there will be a big increase in the importa- 
tion of equipment, electrical machinery and means of transportation. 


It is worth noting that machinery and equipment valued at 419 million 
Lebanese pounds was imported in 1979 and this shows that there is a broad 
opportunity for investment in the production sectors when the right 
atmosphere prevails. After implementation of the decree on the 400 mil- 
lion dollar loan, most of which is set aside for the industrial establish- 
ments, it is expected that the investment activity will forge ahead with 
greater momentum, especially if national detente is established. 


All these indications show that the year 1980 is likely to witness an 
enormous rise in the volume of inve tments--a volume that may exceed 2.5 
billion pounds--because there are repressed capabilities that are wait- 
ing for the right time to march forth. 


Thus, the faster the Lebanese economic growth, the greater the imports 
will be. 


B. At Level of Exports 


As for exports, their volume is tied to increased imports and foreign 

markets on the one hand and to the dynamic character of the exporters 

on the other. [It is evident that Lebanon's traditional markets in the 
Arab world are still open for Lebanon's exports in view of the rising 

needs of these markets. 


C. At Level of Balance of Trade 


In view of the aforementioned, the deficit in the balance of trade will 
increase in future years. This deserves a comment. 


fhe surplus services constituted in the past nearly one-quarter of the 
national income. As a result of the events and of the successive secur- 
ity setbacks, the rate of the economic activity with foreign sources in 
the national economy's structure has risen to 45 »vercent. This means that 
a little less than one-half the income distributed and consumed in 

Lebanon is the outcome of production activities outside the borders. 


Added to this are the expenditures by foreigners, the transit activity 
and the remittances by expatriate Lebanese, all of which generate an 
increased consumer demand in the local market. 
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In view of the fact that the production of goods paralleling these in- 
comes has been carried out abroad, these goods have to be imported to 
establish a balance. Therefore, the deficit in the Lebanese balance of 
trade does not constitute an unhealthy situation, contrary to what is 
rumored, The attempt to reduce this deficit is legitimate but the 
possibility of eliminating the deficit altogether is a pure illusion, 
As long as it is possible to remit these incomes to Lebanon--and these 
remittances constitute a fundamental element in Lebanon's economic 
prosperity--it is necessary to import a volume of goods equal to these 
incomes, In contrast, when these incomes drop, the deficit in the balance 
of payments will drop automatically. 


It is worth noting here that the drop in the tourist and transit movement 
as a result of the Lebanese tragedy is largely made up for through the 
remittances from the Lebanese working in the Arab countries whose numbers, 
incomes and remittances to their families living in Lebanon--this country 
which currently has one-third its workforce outside the borders--have 
doubled during the events. 


Lebanese Exports (In million Lebanese pounds) 





1977 1978 1979 
At current prices 2,365 1,930 2,698 
At 1977 prices 2,365 1,755 2,133 
Estimate of price indicator 
at time of exportation 100 110 126.5 





Monthly Development of Exports of Foreign Origin [Reexports] 
(Beirut and Mount Lebanon--In million Lebanese pounds) 





Month 1977 1978 1979 
January 15.5 65.8 49.2 
February 16.1 63.2 46.7 
March 20.0 67.5 81.4 
April 23.5 61.2 73.6 
May 30.0 75.7 72.7 
June 27.7 79.7 88.8 
July 36.7 37.7 90.4 
August 49.9 52.5 111.2 
September 52.0 50.8 69.8 
October 109.0 39.2 82.8 
November 17.7 40.5 89.9 
December 46.3 27.9 74.9 
Totals 498.4 662.3 940.4 





— — 
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Comparison Between Exports of Lebanese and Foreign Origin in 1977, 1978 
and 1979 (Beirut and Mount Lebanon--In million Lebanese pounds) 








— — — — 


vear Lebanese Origin Foreign Origin Percentage 
(1) (2) 2/1 

1977 1,537 498 33 

1978 1,252 662 53 
1,754 940 54 


1979 





Reexports and Exports with Certificate 


Chamber of Commerce According to Sections of Customs List 
(In thousand Lebanese pounds) 


f Origin Approved by Beirut 





Section 


l, 
2. 
3. 


ao uw S&S 


Reexports 
Livestock and animal kingdom products 61,638 
Plant kingdom products 184,984 
Animal and vegetable fats, oii* and 
animal waste 1,502 
Food industry products, alcohols 26,007 
Metal products 11,026 
Products of chemical and related industries 88,712 
Synthetic (ratinjat) and plastics, rubber 15,071 
Leathers, fur leathers and their products, 
travel requirements 3,141 
Lumber, charcoal, wood products 99,400 
Paper and paper products 21,011 
Textiles and their products 88,417 
Shoes, headgear, umbrellas and products 
made of human hair 2,703 
Stone, gypsum, cement and asbestos products, 
ceramic products, glass and glass products 26,565 
Pearls, precious and semiprecious stones, 
precious metals and fake jewelry 7,029 
Ordinary metals and their products 95, 383 


Machinery and equipment, electrical equipment 109,074 


Transportation equipment 
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81,139 


Exports 


7,876 
107 , 984 


9,780 
123,175 
170,473 
287,500 

52,247 


15,939 
16,504 
113,284 
194, 336 


22,919 


172,016 


40,402 

267,869 
105, 290 
25,111 


[continued |} 








18. Visual equipment and apparatuses 10,088 2,731 


19, Weapons and ammunition 54 8 
20. Miscellaneous industrial products not 

included under any other section 7,384 18,089 
21. Art pieces, collector articles and 

historical pieces 66 238 
Totals 940,400 1,753,560 











Estimate of Geographic Distribution of Lebanon's Total Exports in 1977, 
1978 and 1979 (In million Lebanese pounds) 





1977 1978 1979 

Country Value Percent Value Percent Value Percent 
Saudi Arabia 943 40 701 36 998 37 

Kuwait 124 5 96 5 108 3.5 
Iraq 118 5 170 9 405 15.0 
Syria 259 ll 174 9 350 13.0 
Jordan 212 9 217 ll 188 7.0 
Gulf 118 5 72 4 117 4.5 
Other Arab countries 236 10 154 8 212 8.0 
Foreign countries 355 15 347 18 320 12.0 





Value of Reexports with Certificate of Origin Approved by Beirut Chamber 
of Commerce According to Country of Origin and Destination 
(In thousand Lebanese pounds) 





Country of Origin Country of Destination 


Countries Value Percent Value Percent 
Asia 111,591 2 18,634 2 
Africa 8,764 - 12,930 1 
America 153,247 17 629 - 
Australia 24,458 3 -- - 
Europe 386,092 41 29,107 3 
Western European Market 283,612 30 9,540 1 
Free Trade Zone 46,943 5 14,795 2 
Comecon 181,959 35 1,342 - 
Arab Countries 74,293 9 877,758 93 
Totals 940,400 100 940,400 100 


[all figures 
as published] 
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LIBYA 


LIBYA ANTICIPATES EGYPTIAN ATTACK PLANNED BY U.S. 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 30 Jun 80 pp 1, 14 


{Interview with Muhammad Mahmud Hijazi, Secretary of the Libyan General 
People's Committee for Information, by Ahmad Isfahani, in Damascus; date 
not given] 


[Text] Libyan information officer tells AL-SAFIR: 
"We expect an Egyptian military attack within a month. 


"We will face Sadat with a united front until we 
bring him down. 


"Al-Assad assures us that national boundaries will 
cease to exist if we are attackec." 


The secretary of the Libyan General People's Committee for Information, 
Muhammad Mahmud Hijazi, denied that Libya has built any barriers, walls, 
or fortified military lines on its borders with Egypt. He invited ob- 
servers and journalists to go to the border area to see the situation for 
themselves. 


Hijazi said in an interview with AL-SAFIR in Damascus, during his partici- 
pation in the emergency conference of Arab cultural ministers, that cur- 
rent Egyptian moves on the Egyptian-Libyan border represent the second 
phase of the Camp David agreements. A confrontation between the Libyan 
and Egyptian armies is a matter to be reckoned with, perhaps soon. 


Hijazi pointed out that Libya will not start an attack against Egypt, be- 
cause the Libyan people are committed to Arab unity. However, Libya will 
repel any act of aggression against its people in self-defense. He said 
that the issue is not at present purely Libyan, bit rather a pan-Arab one, 
and that President Hafiz al-Assad has assured him that the entire Arab 
nation will come to Libya's aid if the latter is attacked. 


The following is the text of the interview: 
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(Question) The Egyptian media continues to issue Citeats tu Libya, ain 
there has been an escalation in this media campaign. What is the nature 
of the current situation on the Egyptian=-Libyan border in the light of 
these threats? 


[Anawer) Oc course, you know well the nature of this issue and of the 
Egyptian build-up on the border with Libya. Going back to 1977, we find 
that, before Sadat's shameful vieit and surrender to lerael, he waged a 
lightning war againet Libya. Before this, there was a concentrated 
Egyptian media campaign alleging that Egyptians working in Libya were 
harassed and badly treated, and demanding that they be protected, At that 
time, Sadat wae trying to find any excuse for a war with Libya. This was 
part of a plan concocted by American imperialiem and world Zioniem, and 
Sadat was the tool for ite implementation. 


The same programmed events of 1977, which were followed by Sadat's visit 
to the Zionist entity and his signing of the Camp David agreements, have 
started all over again. Not long ago, the Egyptian regime announced a one 
year state of emergency on the Egyptian-Libyan border. The purpose of 
this announcement was to mass the Egyptian armies, including the second 
army, on the border. The announcement was accompanied by an escalation 
in the statements of Egyptian authorities, from Sadat on down to the vice- 
president, the minister of defense, and senior commanders of the army. 

\n Egyptian media campaign alleged that Col Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi said in 
his speech of 11 June 1980 that the Libyan army would henceforth point all 
its weapons toward Egypt and its army. The truth is that this was never 
said by Qadhdhafi in his speech. On the contrary, the Libyan position on 
this iseve remains the same as in 1977, when we announced that the Egyp- 
tians on our border were our brothers and we would never fight them. We 
said that we were willing to provide them with provisions and food, and we 
actuaily did so at that time. 


It is clear from “ommander Qadhdhafi's speech of 11 June and a recent an- 
nouncement of the Libyan foreign affairs office, that Libya has declared 
that Egyptian soldiers on our border are our kin, brothers, and relatives. 
Libya would not aim weapons against them, unless they commence fighting, 
in which case it would be a matter of self-defense. We will not fight 
Egypt, and we have total confidence that the Egyptian army is not com- 
pletely an agent of Sadat and Zionism. 


There are undoubtedly many Arab nationalists in the ranks of the Egyptian 
army, and they are working against Sadat within Egypt. 


American Maneuvers 


Our present belief is that the United States has prepared a ,rogram for an 
attack on Libya at this time. We expect direct military confrontation with 
Egypt, particularly next month when joint maneuvers of the American Air 
Force and Egyptian military forces take place. America has mobilized ex- 
tensive resources for these maneuvers, in addition to the weapons which 
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have started pouring into Egvpt via an airlift recently established by 
the U.S. 


These maneuvers at thie particular time, particularly following the mase~- 
ing of Egyptian forces againet Libya, are very meaningful as far as we 
are concerned, For this reason, our first action was to issue 4 statement 
to public opinion, in which we emphasized that we were not prepare. to 
fight our brothers. However, Sadat's act'on in proclaiming a state of 
emergency ise a unilateral declaration of war. Egyptian preparations are 
under way in this direction. 


The political committee of the pan-Arab front for steadfastness and re- 
sistance met and took several positive decisions in keeping with the reso- 
lution of the front's recent summit conference that an attack on any coun- 
try of the front would constitute an attack on 411 member countries. World 
public opinion was on Libya's side in the face of the Egyptian threats, as 
were our Arab brethern in Syria, Democratic Yemen, and Saudi Arabia. These 
countries showed their solidarity with the Libyan people and issued offi- 
cial communiques condemning the Egyptian threats against Libya. 


Confrontation Probable 


[Question] This being so, do you expect the next stage to result in an 
Egyptian-Libyan military clash similar to what happened in 19777 


[Answer] Experience assures us of that, particularly the 1977 experience, 
when Libyans awoke one morning to find that Egyptian forces had crossed 
the border, were waging a lightning war, and were attacking the Jamal ‘Abd 
al-Nasir Air Base at Tobruq with military aircraft. 


[Question] What preparations is Libya making against this expected Egyp- 
tian attack? 


[Answer] I pointed to the political side of these in my thorough answer 
to the first question. In this regard, we are trying to explain to public 
opinion the nature of the wild Egyptian press campaign, and the meaning 

of the threats made by the Egyptian authorities. We have also clarified 
our position of not starting a war except in self-defense. As to the 
military side of these preparations, I can assure you that we possess 
sufficient resources to repel any military attack from any direction. 


[Question] Do you think that this Egyptian position ‘ts the start of a 
new phase of the plan to implement the Camp David conspiracy? 


[Answer] This is true. The Egyptian mobilization against Libya falis 
within the plans laid at Camp David, and violent Egyptian attacks on Libya 
represent the second phase of this conspiracy. The fact is that various 
other phases of this conspiracy may in the future affect member countries 
of the steadfastness front. 
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Oil 


vestion}) Do you think there are reasons which drive Egypt against Libya 
other than the Camp David conspiracy against steadfastness front countries? 
Perhaps an Egyptian deaire to take over oil wells in border areas? 


[Answer] Of course there is an Egyptian movement in this direction. This 
is also part of the Camp David program. Sadat and officials of his regime 
claim that Libyan petroleum exceeds the needs of the Libyan people, and 
that it is not right that the "small" Libyan population should enjoy such 
great wealth; instead, this wealth should go to the “large” Egyptian popu- 
lation. Indeed, some Egyptian officials claim that Libyan petroleum should 
go to the “superior people." They mean by this the Egyptian people. 


[Question] To what extent did the decisions of the emergency conference 
of foreign ministers of the steadfastness front represent an appropriate 
answer to the threats to Libya? 


[Answer] These decisions show that Libya is not alone. They also show 
that confrontation with the Egyptian regime is not solely a Libyan concern, 
but a comprehensive pan-Arab confrontation concerning the entire Arab na- 
tion. 


[Question] That is political, but what about steps on the military front? 
Al-Assad's Assurances 


[Answer] Of course, steps have been taken by the political committee of 
the steadfastness front in the military field. Yesterday, during our meet- 
ing with Syrian President Hafiz al-Assad, the president assured us that na- 
tional geographic boundaries would cease to exist in the event of an Egyp- 
tian attack on Libya, and that all Arabs would join the Libyans in battle 
with all their strength. Other steadfastness front countries have assured 
us of the same thing. 


Everyone knows that Libya has friends and brothers all over the world. 

The Libyan people are naturally committted to Arab unity and have no inten- 
tion of attacking Egypt. it is Sadat who has decided to fight us, and it 
is he who has decided to declare war. If Sadat actually ignites a war, he 
will face a united Arab front under which the Libyan and Egyptian peoples 
will unite to bring him down. We do not think our brothers and friends 
will fail us in this battle. 


Detailed military plans regarding the Sadat regime and ‘ts threats against 
Libya await future developments. 


[Question] Do you think that this new phase of Egyptian threats is part 
of the role assigned by American imperialism to the Egyptian regime in the 
African continent? 
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[Answer] The truth is that American and world Zionism have laid a new 
plan to control the wealth of this area and destroy all national forces 
and liberation movements in it. The Egyptian regime has been given the 
role of a policeman in Africa. Indeed, Sadat has done all he was asked 
to do, for he fought in Zaire and Chad in the name of, and as a repre- 
sentative of, imperialism. He has always said that "Egypt has a respon- 
sibility in Africa to protect the interests of imperialism, multinational 
corporations, and world monopolies." 


Sadat asked the African countries to resume relations with the Zionists, 
after they severed them following the October 1973 war. However, the 
African nations refused, Sadat is playing a dangerous and destructive 

role in the Arab world; on the border with Libya; in the conspiracy against 
Lebanon and against the Iranian revolution, since American planes took off 
from Egyptian bases to attack Iran; and finally, in the conspiracy against 
third world nations, African countries, and the cause of freedom everywhere. 


The "Libyan Wall" 


[Question] The Egyptian media dwells on what it calls a “defensive line" 
or “big wall" which Libya is said to be building on the border with Egypt. 
What is the truth about this? 


{Answer} This is totally untrue. The Libyan people are committed to Arab 
unity and would never agree “o such artificial borders. During the previ- 
ous Libyan regime, someone in the army named Abu Wishah wanted to build a 
big wall between Libya from Egypt. Our position at the time was to totally 
reject that project. We said that we were committed to Arab unity and 
could not build any "wall" or "defensive line" to separate Arab nations. 
Everything that the Egyptian media says about a “big wall" or "new Bar- 

lev line” in Libya is lies. 


We invite all journalists seeking the truth to visit Libya and inspect 
border posts, so as to see that these claims are lies. A group of BBC 
news..en recently visited the border area and saw for themselves that there 
is no wall there. The BBC group was accompanied by Abdallah al-Maqri, 
director for foreign information. They went as close as 15 kilometers 
from the Egyptian positions, and briefly crossed the international border 
to observe Egyptian military movements. 


Finally, L wish to emphasize that Libyan forces have no sive inten- 
tions, and that Libya has not sent any additional forces ie border 
lately. Any journalist can check this fact with his own eyes. We will 
not attack Egyptian forces, but we will fiercely defend ourselves if at- 
tacked. 
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MOROCCO 


"LIBERATION' SUMS UP ASSEMBLY SESSION RESULTS 
Casablanca LIBERATION in French 18 Jul 80 pp 2-3 
[Article: "Parliament Reckoning: A Blocking ‘'Majority'"] 


[Text] Following the closure of the April 1980 session of the House of 
Representatives, the deputies representing the Ittihadia opposition issued 
a communique (for the full text see EL MOUHARRIR No 1,922 of 17 July 1980), 
a summary of which follows: 


The [ttihadia opposition reminds, first of all, of the content of its 
letter addressed to the president of the parliament on the eve of the open- 
ing of the spring session, which denounced the inability, carelessness and 
paralysis afflicting this representative institution of the nation in the 
face of the real problems experienced by the deprived masses, in general, 
and the vital questions such as the integration of the Saharian provinces, 
in particular. 


The proceedings of the April session confirmed the fears of the opposition, 
namely that the “majority” has proven its total ignorance of the deep 
aspirations and real needs of the people's masses and of the most important 
national problems, supporting through its presence the policy of the 
exploiting class which has imposed an official democratic system represent- 
ed by the existence of a parliament elected under conditions of the known 
desires of the people and which would Like to perpetuate forever this 
vanished House. 


The Ittihadia opposition then analyzes the results of the proceedings of 
the April session drawing the following conclusions: 


1. The parliament totally failed to address itself to the crucial problems 
of the greatest interest in the struggle waged by the Moroccan nation 
against the enemies of territorial integrity and th: future of the Moroccan 
people in the political, economic, social and culture domains. The solu- 
tion of said problems would allow the country to come out of the crisis and 
lead to a true mobilization of all the vital forces of the nation in the 
face of the hegemonistic aspirations of Morocco's enemies. 





2. The “majority” systematically opposed all draft bills, particularly 
those of a social nature which could somewhat alleviate the misery of the 
popular masses. Thus for example the opposition submitted a bill on 
rentals, hoping to reduce real estate speculation and provide tenants with 
some guarantees. The motion was fiercely opposed by the majority, which 
ended by imposing a text based on the principle of the freedom of contract. 
This means the legalizing of speculation and the continuous rise of 
rentals, 


3. In order to fill the vacuum, three different draft bille were submitted 
to parliament: 


A. Several draft laws favoring individuals or funded agencies without the 
prior resolution of the control problem. This proves the inability of the 
rulers to assume full and total responsibility. Let vse cite within this 
framework texts governing the manufacturing, delivery and sales of pharm- 
ceuticals by veterinarians, the creation of the Casablanca airport office, 
and the justice auxiliary corps. 


B. “Theoretical” draft laws based on the fact that the government failed 
to consider both financial and material conditions for the necessary man- 
power for the implementation of such legislation. This is also the case of 
laws regarding the protection of historical monuments, works of art or the 
audit office. 


C. The entirely formal amendments made to previous laws, not worth men- 
tioning here. 


Let us recall along this line, since it is a question of draft laws, the 
draft law on the organization of the referendum. In the course of the 
debates on the matter, the opposition deputies expressed most specific 
reservations as to stipulations which could facilitate fraud and falsifica- 
tion of the will of the people. The results of the 30 May 1980 referendum 
justified this fear. Nevertheless, while noting with satisfaction the 
participation in the referendum of the troops of the Royal Armed Forces, 
the members of the auxiliary forces, and police immigrant elements, the op- 
position demanded Liai this cight be extended to legislative and local 
consultations; it also proposed that the voting age be lowered to 18. 


4, Verbal interpolations, allowing the deputies to scart a real dialog 
with the executive, based on control over governmental activities. The 
fact alone that the delay of answers, sometimes in excess of two years, and 
the required procedure which eliminates any debate, have resulted in the 
fact that the Thursday sessions are of no interest whatever. This resulted 
in motions submitted by the deputies. However, the growing number of such 
motions has made it impossible for parliament to debate them, whereas over 
the last two weeks of the session some resolutions were put on the agenda. 
This violated the stipulations of the rules of order, or else led to the 
pure and simple creation, even if considered in their broadest possible 
context, of new procedures having nothing in common with said rules. 
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5. Report on the consideration by the House of some draft bills passed by 
specialized committees, Let ua cite the case of the draft bill on the 
exclusive economic gone: The government postponed sine die the study of 
the draft which was part of the agenda without citing any valid reason, 
Furthermore, we know that the government's plan replaced the opposition's 
vtion which had remained blocked for two years! This system has | on used 
in other situations, such as, for example, the draft bills on eminent 
domain expropriations or the real estate investments code. 


6. The action of the opposition deputies, even though it is within the 
Limite of ita conatitutional rights, seems considerably to bother the 
officials in charge, who, at the last session, resumed their policy of 
repression, threats and vague promises, instead of anewering questions. 
That is what happened in the course of the debates on the development of 
the 30 May 1980 referendum, which was boycotted by the people's masses. 

The embarrasement of the “majority” leadership was exposed also through the 
repeated violations of the stipulations of the parliamentary rules, for the 
implementation of said stipulations would have proved the total failure of 
the government's antipeople's policy. 


7. On the basis of the items on the agenda, in the course of the debate on 
oral questions and motions, the [ttihadia opposition was able to prove the 
antipeople's nature of the government's policy in the economic, social and 
cultural areas, a policy of dependence which led to the aggravation of the 
recession. Thus the deputies of the USFP [Socialist Union of People's 
Forces] opposed raising the prices of petroleum products. This indicates 
the absence of an overall strategy in the energy sector, particularly in 
the case of a nonpetroleum producing country, and the nature of the struc- 
tures of revenues and taxes in the budget. This governmental decision 
equally ignored the nefar'ous consequences which could follow on the 
economic and social leveis, particularly since Morocco is currently facing 
quite unfavorable circumstances. The opposition “eputies took this oppor- 
tunity to ask for a raise in salaries, since the purchasing power of the 
working class was affected by the government's decision. 


Furthermore, the Ittihadia opposition denounced the government's policy 
toward Moroccan workers abroad who are exploited by both capitalist 
companies and the Moroccan administrative machinery. 


In the course of the debates on relations between Morocco and the European 
Economic Community, the USFP deputies analyzed the real nature of trade 
between our country and the EEC members and all resulting difficulties, 
thus proving the dependence of the Moroccan economy. They called for a new 
strategy which would free the country economically. 


Finally, in the final session, the USFP deputies submitted oral and written 
questions to the ministers, published in EL MOHARRIK, in the defense of the 
interests of the nation, in general, and of the working class, in particu- 
lar, in all areas and, above all, in the areas of housing, agriculture and 
education. 
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5. Let us note a number of very important motions which were not entered 
in the agenda of the plenary sessions by the House of Representatives 
bureau or debates on which were avoided by the government: 


A. A motion submitted by the Ittihadia opposition on the situation in our 
recovered provinces and on the policy of the government in the diplomatic, 
military and information areas. The opposition used several opportunities 
to recall the existence of said motion and demand a debate on the question 
so that parliament could play its natural role of supervising governmental 
policy in this area, 


B. An opposition motion demanding of the government the implementation of 
the decision of the International Labor Office on thw reintegration of 
education and health employees. On this matter, while noting that the 
government and “its majority" have systematically refused to assume their 
responsibilities and have avoided discussing the problem, the opposition 
noted the decision of His Majesty the King to compensate for the wrongs 
inflicted on trade union members for launching a legitimate strike, thus 
meeting the wishes of the democratic forces both inside and outside 
Morocco. 


C. An opposition motion on a review of the practices used by the Moroccan 
Radio and Television in broadcasting parliamentary debates. However, the 
"majority'’ refused to grant priority to this motion, despite its impor- 
tance. 


D. A motion on the poor results of the first session of the baccalaureate 
examinations, a motion which was “buried,"' for its debate would have led 
to the formulation of a new education policy. However, this did not pre- 
vent the opposition from letting its viewpoint on this subject be publicly 
known through the AL MOUHARRIR daily. 


E. A letter addressed by the Ittihadia opposition to the president of the 
House of Representatives, requesting him to set up an investigation commis- 
sion to study the discrepancy between the official results of the 30 May 
1980 referendum and the factual participation of the voters, both at home 
and abroad. The opposition based this request on the precedent of the 
formation of an investigation commission in 1979 following the scandal of 
baccalaureate ‘leaks.” However, the negative answer of the president of 
the parliament prevented the latter to assume its expected role in a matter 
of such great vitality and interest affecting Moroccan democracy. 


9. Despite the imposed political restrictions and the fact that parlionent 
failed to discuss a single draft bill submitted by the Ittihadia oppe .cion 
(rentals, lowering of the voting age to 18, public freedoms, civilian and 
military pensions, labor accidents and the exclusive zone) the USFP 
deputies insisted on submitting several bills including the following: 


A. A draft bill amending the law on referendums, calling for the lowering 
of the voting age from 21 to 18. The “majority” veted against the motion. 
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h. A dratt bill on the Moroccan Radio and Television status, thus prevent- 
ing it trom being monopolized by the executive power and putting it under 
democratic and national management. 


C, A draft bill to nationalize cereal imports, thus enabling the National 
Cereals Office to play its full role and put an end to the harmful activi- 
tiles of some speculating middlemen, 


D. A draft bill to nationalize steel and iron imports, which would enable 
the National Iron and Steel Company to assume its responsibilities and thus 
put an end to the monopoly exercised in this area by several foreign 
enterprises, partially, "Moroccanized." 


10, The Ittihadia opposition continued its efforts of the last session to 
defend the rights and gains of political prisoners and allow the mixed 
commission in charge of their problems to assume its responsibilities with 
a view to demanding of the officials a revision of detention conditions in 
their material, medical, cultural and psychological aspects. However, the 
opposition remains convinced that the main objective is the release of all 
polit‘cal detainees and the return of exiles to the home country. 


In conclusion, the results of the last session--particularly on the quali- 
tative level--were laughable. They were due to two factors: 


\. The “sterility” and inability of the “majority” to be able to fully 
play its role within parliament. This is explained by the fact that the 
hetergeneous “majority” achieved in the familiar conditions of falsifying 
the people's will and electoral fraud, has a very weak structure. 


2. The lack of control over the executive branch by the House of Represen- 
tatives. In effect, the government is avoiding all discussions and does 
not take very seriously the work of parliament (severa! ministers were 
absent during the debates, including the prime minister, who failed to 
attend a single meeting of the last session, lack of initiative on the part 
of officials, and their inability to confront the problems facing the 
nation). 


it is undeniable that the boycott (supported by the USFP) by the popular 
masses of the 30 May 1980 referendum may be explained by the steady failure 
of parliamentary work. Therefore, the Moroccan people have condemned the 
falsification of its will and the"false"official democracy, and are oppos- 
ing all policy of impoverishment and governmental irresponsibility. 


The opposition pledges to continue the struggle on the side of the popular 
forces and in favor of the working class in order to abolish exploitation 
and enable the people to intensify their struggle for the defense of 
Moroccan territorial integrity. 


The inadequacies of the representative institution not withstanding, the 
USFP deputies pledge to denounce the domination of the exploiting class and 
to use the parliament as one of the fronts of the struggle in t' > politi- 
cal, economic and cultural areas for the triumph of the liberation, 
democracy ard socialism. 
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MOROCCO 


QADHDHAFI-ITES HAVE EVEN CONTRADICTED KORAN 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 20 Jul 80 p 1 


[Article by Abou Bakr Ali Kadiri: "Rescuing Islam from the Threat of the 
‘Qadhafi-ites'"')] 


[Text] No month can pass without hearing the echo of yet another vagary 
perpetrated against the Libyan Moslem people by the sinister hero of the 
incredible "Qadhdhafi~-ites.'' When Colonel Qadhafi Launched his socialist 
revolution against the fighting Senussi, he said that it was diawing its 
essence from the precepts of Islam and that it would work with a view to 
promoting an authentic Islamic resurrection. Years have passed since then 
proving to us the monstrous reality of this "innovator" who, to begin with, 
irresponsibly opposed the "Sunna," thus fulfilling the famous prophecy of 
Sidna Mohammed (May he be saved!), who said: "The day will come when 
someone will appear who will contest everything coming from the Prophet 
under the pretext of obeying the Holy Script." 


His second coup was his flagrant intrusion into religious precepts by 
modifying the calling of the ‘Al Asr" [evening] prayer. 


Thirdly, and most seriously, it was his abolition of the Koranic expression 
"Say" which the colonel ? Imam consider an anachronism, since the "speaker" 
(the Prophet Mohammed) is no longer alive. 


In a word, today we read in the 24 March 1980 issue of the newspaper GREEN 
ASSAULT, published by the Libyan "Revolutionary Committees," an article 
which is a masterpiece of atheism and a challenge to the entire Islamic 
nation. The title of the article makes its content absurdly clear: "God 
Alone Is the Enemy of Socialism.” I shall skip the horrible and perfidious 
expressions with which the article abounds. 


Thus, this challenge has reached its peak, and Qadhdhafi socialist revolu- 
tion exposes its destructive reality which threatens the faith of the 
Islamic Liban people. 


There is no longer even a shadow of a doubt that this “revolution” is a 
state of war declared on Islam. Its targets have never stopped being the 
hegemonism, expansionism and destruction of the Islamic entity. It is high 
time for Islamic governments and peoples to rise against this plot and take 
the necess measures to safeguard Islam in this fraternal country. 
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MOROCCO 


MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON SOCTALIST PARTIES’ CONFERENCE 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 21 Jul 80 pp 1. 3 


{Interview with Abdelhaq Tazi, member of the Executive Committee of the 
Istiklal Party and secretary of state for cadre training, conducted by 
Ahmed el-Fadili: "Political Pluralism and Democracy") 


[Text] Back from Tunis, where he was a member of the 
delegation of the Istiklal Party, headed by Mrs 

M'Hamed Boucetta, secretary general, and which included 
Hassan Fl Haloui, member of the Executive Committee, 
Abderrazak Afilal, secretary general of the UGTM [General 
Union of Moroccan Workers], and Mohamed Louafa, secretary 
general of the Istiklal Youth, who attended the consti- 
tuent assembly of the Socialist Inter-African, Abdelhaq 
Tazi, member of the Executive Committee, was willing to 
grant us the following interview: 


Question: Mr Minister, could you draw up a balance of the Tunis meeting? 


Answer: The Tunis meeting, the fifth of its kind, since in 1975 the idea 
was born of setting up a body which would raily all socialist oriented 
parties and, above all, parties which believe in democracy and democratic 
socialism. Therefore, the idea was born in Tunis in the course of the 1975 
meeting of African socialist parties. Since then other meetings have been 
held, either in the Tunisian capital or in Dakar to implement it. 


In September 1978, in Dakar, we were on the point of announcing the estab- 
lishment of the Socialist Inter-African, when certain events occurred, in 
particular the Jerusalem trip, which resulted in the fact that Egypt, which was 
one of the main partners in the creation of such an organization, default- 

ed. 


Subsequently, we recently met to consider the conditions for the establish- 
ment of this Socialist Inter-African. Therefore, in addition to Tunisia, 
the meeting was attended by Senegal, Sudan, Mauritius and Morocco, which 
was represented by two parties, the Istiklal Party, naturally, included. 
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We decided to go forth this time and to establish contacts with some 
African countries which share our call, to invite them to participate in 
the constituent congress, either as full members, or as observers, in order 
to maintain contacts and see to it that our organization does not become a 
closed one but be open to any subsequent applicant. 


Therefore, there is the will to succeed, which is a very positive element, 
The best proof is that we have decided on the date of the constituent 
congress, which will take place in Tunis, on 26, 27 and 28 February 1981, 
Tunisia having offered to host the congress. 


In order to complete the preparations, on 3 and 4 December next we shall 
meet in Dakar to sum up the contacts with the other parties and draft the 
details of the Tunis congress. 


Question: In addition to the parties which attended the Tunis meeting, 
which organizations could eventually join the Socialist Inter-African? 


Answer: First, all the parties represented in Dakar in September 1978, 
which include, in addition to those I have already mentioned, the two 
Voltan organizations, since Upper Volta is currently a country with a plu- 
ralist system, and that the two main parties of that country have expressed 
the desire to join our organization and, therefore, will be automatically 
invited; this also includes the Mauritian Socialist Party, which has always 
attended our meetings, but was unable attend the one in Tunis, but will be 
present the next time. 


Furthermore, we have considered 14 other organizations which will be 
approached by the Destourien Socialist Party (Tunisia), the Senegalese 
Socialist Party and Istiklal Party. 


We shall be contacting Nigeria, which no longer has a military, but a 
civilian regime practicing party pluralism; we shall also see which of the 
Nigerian parties have a democratic and socialist orientation and could, 
therefore, join our organization. We shall equally contact Guinea, uncer 
President Sekou Toure, Somalia, and, finally, Kenya. 


Question: Mr Tazi, what was the contribution of the Istiklal Party to the 
Tunis meeting? 


Answer: As usual, and ever since the idea was formulated, the Istiklal 
Party has assiduously followed the preparatory meetings of the Socialist 
Inter-African. Thus we took active part in drafting the charter and the 
internal rules. We shall participate equally as in the past through the 
contacts which ve intend to make wich the fraternal parties in an effort to 
create this organization of democratic and socialist parties which believe 
in freedom and human rights and make i* an organization which will serve 
the development o: the African peoples and freedom. 
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Question: Could it be said, Mr Tazi, that the Socialist Inter-African will 
be used to counterbalance what has been accepted to describe as the bloc of 
"progressive" countries, for we note that all the parties which partici- 
pated in the preparatory meetings, or which have been asked to join this 
organization afterwards, come from countries reputed to be "moderate''? 


Answer: No, for from the very start we have insisted on eliminating any 
controversy and to stipulate that the Socialist Inter-African is not con- 
stituted by any specific group or aimed against any other party. At most, 
it is a family sharing a certain ethic and a certain view on life and, 
particularly, which supports the principles of freedom for all citizens 
(freedom of speech, freedom of opinion, .reedom of affiliation, etc), and 
the defense of basic human rights, for we consider the defense and develop- 
ment of these rights of extreme importance. 


We support human rights, political pluralism, freedom and democracy. These 
are the values and beliefs which unite us and which we would like to 
promote. However, we are not making an alliance against anyone. On the 
contrary, we leave the door open to anyone who shares such convictions and 
believes in these values and would wish to join us. 


Question: In Tunis, Morocco was represented by two organizations: the 
Istiklal Party and the USFP [Socialist Union of People's Forces]; is there 
collaboration between these two organizations? 


Answer: We have always attended jointly the preparatory meetings and, 
therefore, we have worked tc zether and held discussions in the best possi- 
ble atmosphere and, therefore, have worked for the same cause. 


Question: The question faces, above all, the foreign observer who might be 
inclined to make the following remark: How is it that what unites the 
Istiklal Party and the USFP in meetings such as Tunis does not unite them 
on the domestic or national levels? 


Answer: This situation may be traced by purely circumstantial reasons. We 
must not forget that we were united until the 1977 elections and it was at 
that point that we separately analyzed the situation and, consequently, 
selected our way with full awareness. 


As far as we ure concerned, we have decided to join the democratic process 
and to try to promote the democratic institutions. Conversely, our 
comrades have taken the opposite way. Naturally, they were free to choose 
the way they considered desirable. ' 


Question: On the fringe of the Tunis meeting, the istikla’ deJegation had 


contacts and talks with the leaders of the PSD [Destourien Sociaiist 
Party] 
Answer: Yes, one may call such contacts almost traditional «ic natural, 


for very profound ties exist between the Destourien Socialist Party anc the 
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[stiklal Party, developed in the course of the struggic against foreign 
occupation and, furthermore, the ties which linked President Habib 
Bourguiba and deceased Allal el-Fassi are known. They struggle together and 
together created the Arab Maghreb Bureau in Cairo. They followed a virtu- 
ally identical strategy in the struggle against the occupation power and 
the Moroccan victories were Tunisian victories, and vice versa. 


Let us not forget that the assassination of Farhat Hachad, on 5 December 
1952, had deep repercussions among the Moroccan people. The Tunisians will 
never forget this. 


Naturally, the French were expecting that the revolution would break out in 
Tunis. Instead, it took place in Casablanca and, therefore, it was 
Moroccan martyrs who were the first to fall after the death Farhat Hachad. 
Hence the very close links which linked us through the past and which con- 
tinue to link us. These are indissoluble links which make the Istiklal 
Party in Morocco and the PSD in Tunisia branches of the same tree known as 
North African nationalism. 
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MOROCCO 


'L' OPINION’ CONDEMNS ‘STALINIST’ CRITICISM OF SOCIALIST CONFERENCE 
Rabat L'OPINION in Prench 23 Jul 80 pp i, 3 


[Article: “Seetaliet Itnter-African: Rejection of Satellite Behavi « and 
Beulation™) 


[Text] A dogr*tic Marxist voice has risen from the deep caverns of 
Staliniem, blaming some African parties for uniting in their goale and the 
method they have chosen with a view .o ‘neuring the development and estab- 
lishing social equality in their countries, rallying within a continental 
organization able to concretize he true aepirations of the African peo- 
plese, and providing the proper @ chaniem for exchanging experience and 
utilietng their knowledge. 


On the other hand, thie system offere the African peoples a better frame- 
work for solidarity on the international ecene, buffeted by currents which 
divide our societies, try te impose upon us sodele foreign to our realities 
and aspire to the solution of probleme different from ours. 


Such te the target which for the past several yeare hase marked the patient 
progress of the African parties, all of which unanimously support the ideas 
of the rejection of the capitalist way and communist dogmatiem, and are 
animated by the will to find, fully independently, African solutions to 
African problems. 


it te with thie desire and within euch a frame of mind that the socialist- 
leaving African parties regrouped and undertook the creation of a continen- 
tal organization. 


Por g@onthe contacte and studies have been underway with a view to intensi- 
fying and clarifying such concepts. 


It te thue that the Socialist Inter-African is on the verge of being born 
as the result of the Tunis meeting of six parties which unanimously 
approved the constituent charter and bylaws of the organization. 


We knew from the start that the Marxiet charlatans were to oppose the ides, 
for they consider thenselves the sole holders of socialiem and as entrusted 
te monopolize it as though it were shares on the stock market. 














lad thie been done by 4 Muscovite clique, their attitude would have been 
quite different. For these “people” consider themselves the cousins of the 
parrot Kerekou, the bloodthirety Mengisetu Haile-Mariam, or Samora Machel, 
the tamer, 


Nad they been involved, the attitude of such “people” would be one of 
applause and blessings in accordance with their “scientific” and “objec- 
tive” method, and also in accordance with their false logic according to 
whieh soctaliem is limited to learning how to recite from memory the milk 
output of each Seviet cow, transeribe PRAVDA in their bulletine, and open 
their umbrellas in Casablanca when it rains in Leningrad. 


The forces opposing the Secialist Inter=African and all those who follow 
them have ho concern other than to oppose those who are making their way 
toward independence and authenticity, and who throw their arms, however, in 
the face of the Socialist International, which rallies Simon Peres and his 
comrades, whoee only concern is that ef exercising their paternaliem over 
the peoples of the third world, 


No, gentlemen! Defending socialism and laying its foundations does not 
mean tailiem or circulating in the various “internationals” headed by the 
European socialist parties, both of the Fast and the West. 


Actually, it is a question of a struggle consistent with the specific ob- 
jective conditions of each society with a view to following a specific way 
leading to development and the promotion of social justice. 


Thie is the purpose for the rallying of a group of African parties who have 
no complex whatever toward those who claim to the keepers of socialism. 


The latter have accounts to pay which we should publicize in order to put 
them in their true place and stand up, whenever necessary, against their 
dictatorial trends and distorted and falsified ideological affiliation. 
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STUDENTS UNION ISSUES PROTEST 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 19 Jul 80 p 1 


[UGEM [General Union of Moroccan Students) communique on students expelled 
from the ENS [Advanced Teacher-Training Schools) } 


[Text] A general meeting of students expelled from the ENS took place at 
the seat of the UGEM in Rabat in the presence of the vice president of this 
student union and the members of the executive committee. 


Having recalled the steady militant attitude of the UGEM, the vice presi- 
dent listed the problems afflicting higher training from the fact, he 
stated, of the predominance of a partisan spirit among some professors, the 
"Ifran doctors" in particular, who show their apprehension concerning the 
growing student generation. 


In conclusion, the vice president informed those present of the date 
(25 July 1980) agreed upon with those in charge of the higher schools. 


Following is the com mique which was made public at the conclusion of this 
meeting: 


Considering the deplorable situation under which ENS students live in 
Rabat, Casablanca and Fes as a result of the expulsion of over 200 
students, the UGEM met with a view to studying the situation. Following a 
thorough overall discussion, it was decided that the present communique be 
issued, addressed to those in charge, which includes the following demands 
of this assembly: 


Noncompetitivie admission of such students to first-year CPR [College Educa- 
tion), with monthly salaries; 


Allowing them to practice as apprentice teachers ard to take their gradu- 
ation competitive examination over a three-year per od; 


Allowing expelled students and students who are nonrepeaters to repeat or 
be enrolled in the CPR with no restrictions; 
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Putting an end to the activities of some officials; 


Need to open boarding houses which could house all the students of the 
corresponding establishment; 


Need to take into consideration the cholce of the student as to the purauit 
of hie atudies in the area consistent with his scientific level; 


Allowing the atudents access to their examination grades; 


Need to allow the students to elect their representatives and the power to 
attend discussions in accordance with the current statute of such estab- 
lishmenta. 


The assembly notes the lack of equipment (laboratories, classrooms, lib- 
braries, ete . . .), the regular absenteeiem of some professors and the 
incompetence of some professors, foreign professors in particular. 
Furthermore, the assistants demand that inspectors be appointed to watch 
over the normal work of such establishments. 
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MOKOCCO 


SUPPORT FOR AFGHANISTAN 18 ISLAMIC DUTY 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 28 Jul 80 pp i-2 


[Article by Abou Bakr Al Kadiri: “Ramadan Topics: Solidarity With Pighting 
Afghan People Ie Lelamic Duty") 


[Text] The Casablanca daily newspaper, AL-BAYANE, considered ae inopportune, 
subversive and pro-imperialist the formulation by certain states of a request 
envisaging the examination of the intensive attacks perpetrated against the 
Afghan people, with a view to the recording of this point on the agenda of 
the ordinary meeting of the UN General Assembly which will meet next Septem- 
ber. 


Also by subscribing to this request Morocco has placed itself, without a 
tradeoff, in that category of states practicing the imperialist me-tooiem 
and has committed a great mistake which is added to its previous errore and 
thie for having elected to defend causes which run counter to liberation and 
progress in the world. 


At the very outset, I should like to reaffirm that 1 harbor no political an- 
imosity for any of the states, including the Soviet Union. On the contrary, 
the position of support for the Palestinian revolution on the part of the 
Soviet Union has my entire consideration. 


However--and there is the rub--such a position could not in any way eclipse 
in my eyes other realities which have occurred here and there in the world 
in which the Soviet Union distinguishes itself by its flagrant contradiction 
of its pretensions vis-a-vis support of oppressed peoples and the defense 
of their freedom and self-determination. 


Its positions concerning both the invasion of Czechoslovakia--a socialist 
etate--years ago and the events in Somalia and Eritrea and most recently its 
monstrous military occupation of Afghanistan, all tat arouses me and every 
person jealous of the principles of protest and indignation. 


The massacre of tens of thousands of Afghan Moslems, whether on the holy 
field of battle or in concentration camps, the destruction and the incendi- 
ary razing of Afghan villages, the extermination of about 100,000 Afghan 
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faMilies, all that impels us to say that in our opinion it could not be a 
question of imposing theories, systems and regimes by force of iron and fire, 


The daily newapaper, AL=BAYANE, unfortunately maintained that the interven- 
tion of these troops of death was the result of a request by the government 
of Afghanistan, AL=BAYANE knows perfectly well that the current president 
of the Afghan government could not have come to power without the force of 
the Soviet army's arsenal, It also is aware of the fate reserved for his 
predecessors, the last of whom was President Amin who, in apite of his fer- 
vent communiem, did not venture to avail himself of foreign armies, 


The fact of installing one of the agents of such a power in authority does 
not in any way invest him with legitimacy. 


The “comrades” of AL=BAYANE, or some of them, at least experienced the deci- 
sive stage in the history of the national struggle when French colonialism 
perpetrated its hideous plot against the Moroccan throne and its august titu- 
lary, the late Mohammed V. At the time, all the Moroccan people were unani- 
mously in favor of repudiating the figurehead presented by colonialism to 
replace the deported activist monarch, 


Therefore, the question is not of small or large states which have made a 
request to examine the events in Afghanistan but quite simply it is a matter 
of a people whose dignity has been violated and whose territory has been oc- 
cupied by a foreign army. This people has resisted as best it could with 
available resources and has been unable to obtain other than negligible aid 
from brother Moslem peoples and from those who claim to be in favor of peace. 


The Afghan combatants who are fighting against the invader are not in any 
way unconditional supporters or agents of American imperialism. Formerly 
they had fought for the victory of the Palestinian revolution as well as 
for other liberation causes and this in addition to their attachment for an 
exemplary adherence to Islamic doctrine. And it is this potential of faith 
which unleashes in their soul the desire to combat any foreign invasion, 
whatever its doctrine and its political concepts, as was illustrated histor- 
ically during their struggles against the British and czarist Russia and as 
is now illustrated in the face of the Soviet invader. 


The Moroccan position of support for the Afghan struggle, if only by reason- 
able words, is a position which is completely in conformity with the con- 
cept of Islamic solidarity. 


Therefore, we are surprised by the articles published by the newspaper AL- 
BAYANE which really amaze and astonish us. Besides, since when have we taken 
as our internal or external national positions criteria which are based upon 
what others say and do? 


Of course, certain states concerned over the above-mentioned request concern- 


ing the Afghan affair do not effectively inspire respect for their positions. 
It is useless to cite them since the “comrades” know perfectly well what our 
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positions are toward them and our stubborn struggles against their aggression 
plane; however, was this sufficient reason for our foregoing our solidarity 
with the cause of the Moslem people who have taken up arma to defend their 
territory and their doctrine? It is enough to say that if the "comrades" 

were to avail themselves of this logic they would often wind up finding thea 
selves against their own country, since they are just as aware ae all of us 
are that some pawns which are said to exiat among the African states were one 
ly hostile to our national cause because they claim to be in the progressive 
camp, for example, the position of Mugabe (Mozambique) [as published] in Free- 
town, Therefore, it is important to know that the cause of liberation of peo- 
ples and solidarity with them in no way takes aa criteria either the number 

of supporters in such and such bloc or the international weight or notability 
of atates. This is so true that ic ts these very states which are responsible 
for the conflagration in various parts of the world, 


We do not agree with the “comrades” who feel that the objective of the armed 
intervention of foreign armies consists in consolidating a progressive regime, 
knowing, do we not, that the choice and consolidation of regimes are the busi- 
ness of the people concerned, The regime we should support and cooperate with 
is the regime which the Afghan people would have chosen were it not for the 
foreign military invasion. 


We not only refuse to accept the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan but also 
refuse to accept the honeyed words which American imperialism is pouring out 
for that region. We appeal to the Islamic peoples and governments and to the 
nonalined states as well as to every state which wants peace and justice to 
do their duty with respect to the combatant Afghan people's cause, and we al- 
so demand the withdrawal of all Soviet troops from Afghan territory with an 
eve toward free self-determination of the Afghan people. 
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MOROCCO 


ALGERIA, LIBYA STRIVE TO 'DESTABILIZE' MAGHRES 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 1 Aug 80 pp 1, 3 
|Article by Dr Ramzi) 


[Text] Rabat (MAP)--President Qadhdhafi, in a statement over French tele- 
vision, claimed that Libya had played no part in the Gafsa events and that 
he had not been informed of these events until after their announcement by 
the Tunisian government. 


With regard to that affair, Moroccan authorized sources are surprised by the 
tone of this statement and are wondering whether Qadhdhafi was fully aware of 
the fact that he was addressing French public opinion or thought he was in 
Libya, talking to a group of muzzled citizens. Qadhdhafi's mistake they say 
is in thinking that European public opinion accepts his insane acts at their 
face value and remain silent in the fashion of Libyan citizens who are ter- 
rorized and oppressed. No one, moreover, can believe in the sincerity of 
Qadhdhafi's statement. In fuct, the same sources recall, all the plotters 
against Tunisia have admitted that they were trained, equipped and financed 
by Libya whose military training camps were their point of departure. The 
whole world no longer doubts the subversive role played by Qadhdhafi through 
the assembling of mercenaries, outlaws in bases of subversion in Libya train- 
ing them to stir up troubles in close and not-so-close neighboring countries 
for the purpose of realizing his leadership fantasies. The same sources em- 
phasize that the fact Libyaa public funds are being squandered to pay the 
mercenaries is no longer a secret to anyone and that the assassination of 
Libyan citizens inside the country and abroad, whose sold wrongdoing is their 
loyalty to their country and their rejection of Qadhdhafi's nonsense, has be- 
come a characteristic sign of the regime installed in Libya. 


These same quarters say that Qadhdhafi is naive if he thinks that world pub- 
lic opinion believes him innocent of the Gafsa events and the arming of mer- 
cenaries to stir up troubles in the Arab Maghreb and in Africa, Tunisia, Mo- 
rocco, Chad, Uganda and Senegal. 


Moroccan sources also feel that if we accept Qadhdhafi's ravings on the sub- 


ject of the Gafsa events, we might also accept the allegations of Algerian 
leaders who claim they are not involved in the arming, supplying and training 
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of the mercenaries who are attacking the provinces of Moroccan Sahara, The 
Algerian government ia in fact up to ite eara in the plots hatched against 
the territorial integrity of Morocco and in the arming of mercenaries who are 
attacking Moroccan provinces from bases in Tindouf, This does not permit Al- 
geria to deny its responsibility in the plot, a responsibility which ia in 
defiance of international law and customs, It is the Algerian people who are 
paying the price of this plot through the squandering of their resou. ces which 
have been made available to all the mercenaries, enemies of the unity of Arab 
Maghreb, the same sources add. Algeria will pay very dearly in the future 


for the tragedy which ite government is in the procese of writing, they em- 
phasize, 


What we have here is the same bell tolling in Algeria and Libya: the wieh of 
these two countries to destabilize the Arab Maghreb and by this means to sat~ 
isfy their instincts for domination and expansionism and to attain other ob- 
jectives on the continent of Africa is obvious, the same sources conclude, 
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MOROCCO 


NIGERIA'S ROLE, POLICY IN AFRICA DISCUSSED 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 28 Jul 80 pp 1-2 
[Article by Mohamed Tamri: ‘Fluctuations Marked By Conjecture") 


(Text) The current diplomatic offensive was foreseeable, therefore, neces- 

sary since Moroccan experiences at the )ast OAU summit demonstrated the ex- 

istence of a broad African front opposed to certain deviations of the Organ- 
ization of African Unity. 


Therefore, it is now not only a question of thanking all those who forth- 
rightly supported the just Moroccan position but also and above all of draw- 
ing advantage from the hesitations and the profound distrust formulated by 
other delegations vis-a-vis Libyan maneuvers, an attitude which led them to 
confine themselves to an uncomfortable neutrality and at times to formulate 
a point of view which, without being favorable to the Moroccan position, put 
the OAU on guard against the schisms which are threatening its unity. 


The Nigerian attitude in this regard is significant and merits thought: not 
only did the motion introduced by Lagos succeed in giving the OAU a new stay 
of execution but also the position occupied by Nigeria on the continental 
level results in all of its position-taking having considerable impact, which 
often changes the attitude of many other African states. Also, Moroccan dip- 
lomacy is induced to concern itself particularly with that country which 
draws from its economic weight the authority which distinguishes its diplo- 
matic voice. 


At this level in foreign policy, Nigeria is influenced by two concerns: the 
playing of an important role in the OAU in keeping with its size and succeed- 
ing in assuring a zone of economic expansion for itself, in which it can sell 
its industrial surpluses, by causing the countries of Black Africa to become 
aware that they are the center of gravity of the continent and organizing 
them to make them capable of resisting outside influences coming in particu- 
lar from certain countries in Northern Africa and South Africa. 


The two premises of this policy are complementary: Lagos intends to play a 
determinant role in the OAU to stop regroupings based on particularities and 








to be in a position to encourage only viable groups, those determined by geo- 


graphy, Obviously these groups would have the advantage of placing under 
Nigeria's authority countries whose association is considered a threat by 
Lagos, 

A third charactertatic of Nigerian foreign policy is designed to obtain in- 
veatmenta from a Weatern world called upon for ita survival to develop the 


Third World; and Lagos--to distinguish itself from the former French colo- 
nies which in general adopt Euro-African positions--wishes to become a world 
power, a position which countries such as Japan, Canada and the United States 
appreciate, and with reason, 


Algo, ia Nigeria conaidered by African public opinion to be an instrument o! 
American policy. In reality, the Nigerian attitude corresponds to the coun=- 
try, which was established to spread the power of British companies over part 
of the African continent, United States’ interest in Nigeria is due in partic- 
u.ar to the very special! tiles which affinities of mind have succeeded in es- 
Lavlishing. It remains nonetheless true that the long-range objectives of 
Jigertan diplomacy correspond to American aime: to restructure Black Africa 

to give it a preeminent role in the OAU. To do this, to favor the emergence 

of Lagos and to induce it to exercise its growing influence on its netghbors. 


This plan has seen the start of implementation since the accession of a civ- 
{lian government whose behavior confirms this desire to assemble the coun- 
tries of the Nigerian geographic area and to reach a settlement of African 
disputes by taking initiatives, a desire which materialized during the last 
OAU summit through the introduction of the motion on the tension in northwest 
Africa. This same desire, moreover, was confirmed well before this summit, 
when there was a question of a decolonization problem, that of Zimbabwe and 
the pressures exerted on Great Britain and when a strictly political problem 
illustrated by the Chad affair resulted in several efforts at solution spon- 
sored by Nigeria. 


In the Sahara affair, the last OAU summit showed that Nigeria has reached the 
point of a certain degree of neutrality, in any event the point of more dis- 
eretion than during the Monrovia summit. "The passing of the country from a 
military regime to a civilian government obviously illustrates a desire to 
confine itself to a strict neutrality dictated by Nigeria's membership on the 
Council of the Wise Men." This notwithstanding the fact remains that certain 
positions taken by Nigerian officials have been the subject of disconcerting 
comments by the mass media and still seem to be the subject of “fluctuations 
marked by the events and situation of the moment, with, however, a perceptible 
attenuation of the virulence against our country." 


That unquestionably is the result of the efforts exerted by our diplomacy to 
make Nigeria sensitive to the fairness of the Moroccan cause. And this is 
only the beginning, for the Nigerian position is being called upon to further 
develop in favor of Morocco: President Sehu Shagari accepted in principle an 
invitation to travel to Rabat; during the last OAU summit, he avoided taking 
part in the strongest debates. And it was not until the end of the summit 
that he spoke to provide a solution a la Nigerian, “one of the most moderate 
adopted on the question by an African organization, seeing that its goal was 
to place in suspense the request for admission by the shadowy [Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic] and to reactivate the mission of the Committee of Wise 
Men." 
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MOROCCO 


FRANCE ADOPTS MEASURES TO BLOCK MOROCCAN STUDENTS 
Casablanca AL=BAYANE in French 8 Aug 80 pp 1, 3 
[Article by R.C. | 


[Excerpts] The crisis situation being experienced by higher education in 
our country is impelling a great number of our students to seek enrollment, 
which they have been unable to obtain in the Moroccan university, in foreign 
colleges and institutions. France has always had a massive influx of our 
young people into its universities; and, up to the time of the economic cri- 
sis which that country is experiencing, it did not call upon its officials 
to considerably limit the admission of foreigners to their colleges. It is 
within this framework that the latest decisions, laws and decrees were adop- 
ted in France. Thus, the French government decided to establish a national 
commission with responsibility for the selection of foreign students, veri- 
fication of their knowledge of the French language, their enrollment and 
orientation. The measure, better known as the "Imbert Decree," named after 
the man who wrote the decision and president of this commission, has the 
basic purpose of closing the doors of French universities to students from 
developing countries and in particular from African countries, for whom the 
securing of an enrollment in Paris or Dijon is like running a combat obstacle 
course. 


Thus, a recent Moroccan student who has passed the “baccalaureat" and who 
wishes to continue his studies in France first must file a pre-enrollment re- 
quest with the French diplomatic authorities in Morocco. It is pointless to 
say that, in view of the reduced number of spaces granted Morocco, very few 
of our fellow countrymen from the popular social strata will have the oppor- 
tunity of obtaining an enrollment approval. After this initial and delicate 
step, the candidate must take an examination to verify his knowledge of the 
French language. The French university authorities themselves admit that 
this involves "a third level dictation” (that is, the 4th year of secondary 
school). Therefore, it would seem that for Mr Imbert our “bacheliers" have 
barely attained the level of French of the 4th year of secondary school. 

When we know that Morocco was a French protectorate for 44 years and that 

our education is still bilingual, we are induced to ask questions about the 
propriety of such a measure. It is a fact that Mr Imbert has exempted sec- 
ondary school graduates holding a French diploma from this examination, This 
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is & mew way of perpetuating and developing Freneh cultural domination to 
our country. "The spread” of Victor Hugo's language depends upon this, it 
seems, 


Having completed this second step, the candidate is confronted by a multi- 
tude of administrative harassments when he has to "regularize his situation” 
Vis-a-vis the French prefectural authorities, Thus, ta order to obtain a 
residence permit, he will have to present his enrollment certification, his 
scholarship certificate or a bank statement showing a balance of 8,000 French 
franca, nothing more than that! Once this obstacle is overcome--and very 
rare are those who overcome it--new problems present themselves, which are 
just as difficult to resolve as those already cited. 


It is unacceptable that racist acts against our nationals are perpetuated 
without the Moroccan authorities reacting. 


The satisfaction of the material and mora! demands of Moroccan students in 
France, which have been expressed on many occasions by their union, the UNEM 
[National Union of Moroccan Students], is an urgent measure to be adopted. 
Just as it is an urgent matter that all decisions harmful to the development 
of Morocco and restrictive measures be annulled in favor of a new university 
policy in the service of the people for a Moroccanized, scientific, democra- 
tic and Arabized education system, 


The Morocco of tomorrow is being built today. 
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MOROCCO 


MINISTER KEBUFFS 'LE MONDE’ ARTICLE ON ECONOMY 
Casablanca MAROC SOIR in French 21 Jul 80 pp 1-2 
[Rebutal of LE MONDE article] 


[Text] In an article carried by LE MONDE, in its 8 July issue, the Rabat 
correspondent of this Parisian daily paints a very dark picture of the 
Moroccan economic situation, specifically in the area of foreign balances. 


Questioned on this subject by the economics department of MAP [Maghreb-Arab 
Press Agéncy], circles close to the Ministry of Finance consider that "it 
is understandable for the author to formate pessimistic views. This is 
his right." However, for such views to be based on false information is 
not acceptable when it is a question of a newspaper whose main slogan is 
that of providing objective information. 


Furthermore, at some points, the author of the article simply makes claims 
without bothering to cite even the least bit of simple proof. 


Roland Delcour, the author of the article, it is further said, brings forth 
three elements in support of his judgment. First, the current 1980 foreign 
deficit of payments could reach, if not surpass, last year's figure. 


This claim is exactly the opposite of reality. 


Actually, at present it is virtually certain, taking into consideration the 
excellent situation of the export sectors, a fact mentioned by the 

author of the article himself, that the current foreign deficit will be 
substantially reduced in 1980. The predictable figure for this year would 
be only slightly over 5 billion dirhams, or a 20 percent drop compared 
with the previous year. This is the best result achieved in this area over 
the past 5 years. 


Secondly, the same source added, the author of the article claims that 
servicing the Moroccan fo.sign debt will total this year 5 billion 
dirhams. Roland Delcour could have been considered more seriously by 
providing the source of this figure, which exceeds by 30 percent the fact- 
ual figure, which totals no more than 3.7 billion dirhams. 
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Thirdly, the article claims that the Merecean finance sinister went to 
Washington at the beginning of June to borrew $250 million and found it 
hard to obtain it. Sueh an allegation contradicts the various official 
communiques and statements which were issued on the occasion of thia trip 
whose purpose was to learn from the American Administration the methods 
weed for levying taxes and tn the etruggle againet fleeal fraud tn Che 
United States, 


Actually, let use point out to Mr Deloour, for hie information, that no single 
big international bank hase ite headquarters in Washington. The loan mentioned 
by the article is currently being floated on the international financial market 
at the stage of syndication, it was subs ribed in full in the course of a few 
weeks by toplevel Arab, American, French, Britieh and German banks. The signing 
of the contract on this loan will take place in the next few weeks, the 

same sources specified. 


Was it necessary to falsify facte and figures for the sole purpose of sub- 
stantiating the idea according to which Moroccan indebtedness has allegedly 
reached the bearable limit, those same circles ask themselves? 


Something even more serious, the author of the article has not even bother- 
ed to tell ue what were, in hie view, the criteria traditionally used in 
determining the indebtedness of a country, such as the amount of indebted- 
ness and the indebtedness rates. Curiously enough, no indication has been 
provided as to such data. Does the author fear that any reference to ob- 
jective data would be unable to justify hie prejudices’=<-conclude the same 
circles. 


— 


5157 
CS0: 4400 


104 























FISCAL REFORM PROPOSALS REVIEWED 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 1 Aug 80 pp 1, 4 
[Article by Jean Celeste, Accounting Specialist] 


[Text| Recently Jean Celeste, an accounting expert, made an analysis for 
the CPCIM [French Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Morocco] bulletin of 
what may be the next fiscal reform, which was approved by the council of 

ministere and will be submitted to parliament with the outlines of a bill. 


The principle which inepired the draft reform is equality vis-a-vis the tax 
laws: equal taxes for equal income and social justice. 


The basic characteristic of the reform is the abolition of the present income 
tax schedule (IBP [tax on professional income), PTS [deduction from allow- 
ances and wages], TU ("single tax"), and an agricultural tax) and of the sup- 
plementary tax now in force and the institution of a general tax on income 
based on the size of the taxable income of an individual. 


The term “person” means “natural person” as well as “artificial person." 
That said, the reform is broken down into three segr nts: 
1. The establishment of the general tax on income. 


2. The development of tax schedules reflecting methods of assessment and 
the determination of taxable income. 


3. Institution of the TVA [value-added tax]. 
1. The general tax on income 


This involves putting an end to the multiple disparities existing in the fol- 
lowing specific tax procedures: regressiveness of certain split [fraction- 
nes] incomes, tax tables, exemption threshholds, deductions for family de- 


pendants, etc. 


The unification of the tax table will affect both taxpayers who have only one 
source of income and those who have multiple incomes. 
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For this second category of taxpayers, the same tax table is applied but in 
accordance with different application procedures, 


The draft reform provides that the present tax rate will be maintained up to 
the 70,000-dirham level, Above that amount, the rate of increase will be 
2,24 percent up to 120,000 dirhams and 1,21 percent for an annual income o. 
240,000 dirhame, 


As tor recipients of income applicable to different tax schedules (rental in- 
comes, agricultural income, wage earners, etc.) the various incomes will be 
taxed separately, except for the correction of the regressiveness due to split- 
ting. The incomes will then be regrouped to determine the amount of the tax 
payable which will be subject to collection after deduction of original coate 
[cotes], with the proviso that a merchant who experienced a loss in his pro- 
fessional activities determined in accordance with the real profits schedule 
will be able to charge this loss against total income. 


il. Changes in tax schedules 


For the purposes of this general tax on income (IGR) allowances are made at 
each level of the schedule. 


A). Urban tax and usage [edilite] tax 

1). Urban tax: 

a). Taxes on rental incomes of natural persons 
The general tax schedule will be applied. 


However, it is proposed to give gross incomes a standard allowance to cover 
the costs of maintenance, repairs, janitorial service, etc. 


b). Usage tax applicable to urban real property 


When buildings are occupied by their owners, it is proposed that the present 
schedule of the urban tax be applied. 


On the other hand, when it is a matter of income-producing buildings, these 
will be subjected to the same percentage of annual rental income (13.5 per- 
cent). 


2). Usage tax 
This will become a land tax and the determination of the taxable base will 


be a function of the rental income of buildings as ‘etermined for the calcu- 
lation of the urban tax. 


B). Tax on professional income (IBP) 

















Provision is made for dividing the IBP into two schedules: 
— on the one hand, a tax on the income of natural persons 
“eon the other hand, 4 tax on companies, 


This distinetion will permit application of the general tax on income to the 
income of natural persons, 


1). Tax on the income of natural persons 

Four tax categories are proposed: 

1, Net real tax. Mandatory for transit agents [transitaires)], insurance 
offices, accounting offices and those liable for taxes whose turnover reaches 


a certain threshhold, 


2. Simplified accounting. This category will be for merchants of taxed pro- 
ducts (sugar, cement, tea), professional persons, etc. 





3. Turnover and minimum income. In this category, which is now in force 
moreover, the taxable income is determined by application of a set coeffi- 
cient for each branch of activity or profession, after updating of the pre- 
sent rates; however, the tax determined in this manner is not collected by 
the tax administration unless it is higher than the minimum income as defined 
by the regulation. 


4. Conventional flat rate. The flat rate for the taxpayer is established in 
the event of an agreement between the administration and the taxpayer, for 
a period of 2 years. 


2). Tax on companies (IS). 


This tax will be applied at a proportional rate to the income of all compan- 
ies no matter what their organization and their purpose, including agricul- 
tural companies and real estate companies, excluding de facto companies and 
civil, closely-held real estate companies assimilable to groups of owners. 


3). Tax on dividends and tax credit 


In view of the fact that the profits upon which dividends are determined on 
behalf of the stockholder have already been subjected to the tax on companies, 
it is proposed to institute a tax credit at the level of the IGR. (General 
income tax) 


4). Loss carryover 


Within the framework of the reform, it is proposed to limit the length of the 
loss carryover period to 3 years instead of the 5 years now in force. What 
is more, companies with losses must pay a minimum tax in the third year of 
the deficit. This minimum will be increased every year until the company re- 
ports a profit. 
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5), Reevaluation of financial statements 


The reform provides for the reevaluation of tinancial statements, The follow- 
ing solutions are proposed in this connection: 


--Rither authorize unrestricted reevaluation with a reduced asseseament at the 
rate of the company tax (15) on the reevaluation reserve which thus becomes 


an ordinary available reserve; 


--Or improve the present reevaluation rates (coefficient | for 1958) and thus 
maintain the system in force, with one more accentuated restriction, however, 
with respect to tax-liable [passible] incorporation of the reserve with cap- 
ital, an operation for which the Jeyear grace period will be extended to 5 
years (Article 18 of the organic dahir on the IBP). 


C). Deduction from salaries and wages (PTS) 


It is proposed to apply a 17.5 percent “deduction” to gross income determined 
with account taken of the two present allowances: professional expenses (10 
percent), a decrease in the taxable base at the level of the 25 percent sup- 
plementary tax. For high-income taxpayers, this allowance will be limited. 
Finally, the deduction at the source of this tax may be retained, 


D). Supplementary tax (CC) 


In the proposed fiscal reform, this tax will be eliminated and replaced by 
the general tax on the income of natural persons. 





E). The agricultural tax 
The proposed measures are as follows: 
--to subject legally constituted agricultural companies to the company tax; 


-=-to optionally permit farmers who wish to be taxed on their net real income 
(3-year option); 


-=<to reevaluate estimated income; 


--to subject estimated income to the unified tax schedule of the general tax 
on incomes; 


--to extend the deductions for dependents to farm income as well as the ex- 
emptions for other income; 


--to institute a land tax payable by the owner which will be a function of 
the rental value of agricultural properties by the hectare. 


Fr). Tax on income from stock dividends (TPA) 
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You know that present regulations call for a 25 percent withholding tax at 
the source, creditable to the CC (Expansion unknown) assesament payable by 
natural persons, 


This withholding tax will be maintained with one difference: anonymous hold- 
ere of atock portfolios may have a deduction applied to them at the maximum 
tax rate of the general tax on income, 

G). Tax on real estate profits (TPI) 


The regulations now in force would be maintained (1978 Tax Law and 1980 chang- 


H). Tax on urban lands 

The draft tax reform gives no information on this subject. 

Ill. The value-added tax (TVA) 

Finally, the third segment of the tax reform provides for the institution of 
the TVA. This tax would be substituted for taxes on turnover (TCA). However, 
this measure would be applied in stages. 


Jean Celeste 


Accounting Expert 
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MOROCCO 


EXPORT, IMPORT FIGURES FOR 1979 REVIEWED 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 5 Aug 80 p 3 


{Text} The bimonthly report of the BMCE [Moroccan Foreign 
Trade Bank) published an article in ite last issue (56) 

on the subject of Moroccan trade with the other continents 
in 1979. 


Here is a brief summary of that trade: 


In 1979, Moroccan imports totaled 14,327,700 M DH [million dirhams] compared 
to 12.361 M DH in 1978, an increase of 15.9 percent, while Moroccan exports 
totaled 7,622,400 M DH compared to 6.261 M DH a year earlier, an increase of 
21.7 percent. 


Therefore, our trade balance had a deficit of 6,705,300 M DH in 1979 com- 
pared to 6.1 M DH in 1978, a coverage rate of 53.2 percent compared to 50.6 
percent in 1978. 


Moroccan purchases on the EEC totaled 6.942 M DH (compared to 6.072 M DH in 
1978) while Moroccan sales to Europe in 1979 were 4.447 M DH (compared to 
3,565,100 M DH in 1978). The relatively greater increase in exports resulted 
in an improvement in the rate of coverage which was 64.1 percent compared to 
58.7 percent the previous year. 


Countries of the EEC supplied 48.5 percent of our total imports and absorbed 
58.3 percent of our total sales. Within this group of countries, France con- 
tinues to be our principal trade partner and by itself provides 27.4 percent 
of our purchases and absorbs 28 percent of our sales abroad. 


Our trade with countries of the EFTA [European Free-Trade Association] rep- 
resented 4.5 percent of our purchases abroad and 3.9 percent of our total 
sales, with 652 M DH on the import side and 295.4 M DH on the export side. 


Eastern Europe grouped within the CAEM [Council for Mutual Economic Assis- 
tance] supplied 5.1 percent of our total imports (compared to 6 percent in 
1978) and absorbed 10.8 percent of our total exports (compared to 11.4 per- 
cent in 1978). 
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Our trade with these countries resulted in an excess of 91.5 M DH compared 
to a deficit of 37 M DH in 1978, 


For the rest of Europe, our imports continued to remain at the same level 
(1.463 M DH compared to 1.440 in 1978) constituting 10,2 percent of our to- 
tal imports. As for our sales to this group of countries, these totaled 

708 M DH, an increase of 28.8 percent compared to 1978, representing 9.3 per- 
cent of our total exports, 


Our trade with Africa continued to be characterized by a certain amount of 
balance since the rate of coverage improved again, increasing from 93.7 per- 
cent in 1978 to 95.7 percent in 1979. Our purchases from African countries 
represented 2 percent of our total imports, and our sales to them totaled 
3.9 percent of our overall exports. 


The American continent supplied 9.8 percent of our foreign purchases and ab- 
sorbed 6.3 percent of our total sales. The weakness at the export level (478 
M DH) compared to that of imports (1.403 M DH) was reflected in the rate of 
coverage which did not exceed 34.1 percent compared, however, to only 25.7 
percent in 1978. 


The United States, Canada and Brazil continue to be our principal partners on 
that continent. 


With the Asian continent, our sales, despite an increase of 33.5 percent, re- 
mained at a Low level (587 M DH) compared to imports which increased again 

by 77.4 percent, going from 1.591 M DH to 2.823 M DH. Because of thie, the 
coverage rate decreased to 20.8 percent compared to 27.6 percent one year 
earlier. 


The increase in the oil bill in large part explains this situation. 
Our trade with Oceania continued to be characterized by weakness: 19.6 M DH 


on the import side; i.e., 0.1 percent of our total imports, and 1.8 M DH on 
the export side, less than 0.1 percent of our total sales 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


HASSAN MEETING WITH OFFICERS--Casablanca, 21 July (MAP). Hise Majesty 
Hassan II presided over two work sessions at the Casablanca Royal Palace. 
The first session was attended by M'Hamed Boucetta, minister of state in 
charge of foreign affairs and cooperation, Dr Azeddine Lakraki, minister of 
national education and cadre training, and Abdelwahid Belekziz, minister of 
information. The work session chaired by His Majesty the King was attended 
by Gen Moulay Hafid Alaoul, minister of the Royal Household, protocol and 
chancery, Gen Ahmed Dlimi, director of the ADC's of His Majesty the King, 
Col Mohamed Kabba{, Col Mohamed Achahbar, Col Mohamed Bernichi, Col Mohamed 
Ziati, Col Aharrouch Ben Ali, and Lt Col Lahcen Ohirra. [Text] ([Casa- 
blanca MAROC SOIR in French 21 Jul 80 p 1} 5157 
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TUNISIA 


CANDIDATES FOR MUNICLPAL ELECTIONS 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISTE in French 10 Aug 80 p 5 


[Text] During the official ceremonies organized yesterday in the Sidi 

El Bechir (Tunis), Jebel Jeloud and Hamman-Lif delegations, the party can- 
didates for municipal by-elections in the Sidi El Bechir, Ez-Zahra munic- 
ipal districts and the Ben Arous 2d and 3d districts announced their can- 
didacy for these elections to the regions’ local authorities in the 
presence of Mr Abdel-krim Azaiez, secretary general of the Tunis-Sud 
Party's coordinating committee and o1 other officers of the party and 
administration. 


On Sunday, 17 August, the electors from these municipal districts will 
again elect the municipal councils in conformity with the grievance com- 
mittee's decision to render void the results of the municipal elections 
held last 25 May in these districts because of irregularities in con- 
ducting them. In fact, many citizens have challenged last 25 May election 
results and called them into question for the following reasons: 


Some citizens who were not of legal age took part in the last 25 May 
elections. Pressure was resorted to in conducting the elections at some 
balloting polls. There were some irregularities in calculating the 
votes. 


Let us point out that immediately after the decision to render void the 
25 May election results, the Tunis ruling party initiated the examination 
of the register of voters to make sure that all the citizens inscribed 

in it had fulfilled all the required conditions. 


Here, on the other hand, is the number of registered voters, their distri- 
bution, the number of advisers and the persons at the voting polls for 
each one of the municipal districts in question: 


1) The Sidi El Bechir district: 
Number of men registered: 27,825 
Number of women registered: 250,051 
Number of advisers: 14 

Number of voting polls: 187 
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2) Ee-Zahra district 

Number registered (men and women): 7,000 
Number of advisers: 16 

Number of voting polls: 29 


3) Ben Arous Municipality: 2d district (Ibn Sina) 
Number of registered (men): 1,891 

Number of registered (women): 1,726 

Total number of registered voters: 3,617 

Number of advisers: /7 

Number of voting polls: 16 


4) Ben Arous municipality: 3d district (Mohamed Ali): 
Number of registered (men): 1,158 

Number of registered (women): 1,099 

Total number of registered voters: 2,251 

Number of advisers: 6 

Number of voting polls: 16 


Sidi El Bechir municipal district: 


The following, from another source, is the register of Party candidates 
to these elections for the districts in question: 


1) Mahmoud Cadhi 26) Charifa Bejaoui 

2) Brahim Arian 27) Mahmoud Chaabane 

3) Mohamed Hedi Barbar 28) Abdelmajid El Msallati 
4) Mohamed Ghadhbane 

5) Bechir ben Ammar Second Ben Arous district: 
6) Chedlia Oalmami 1) Assaida Brahim 

7) Mohamed Moncef Almoadhen 2) Hamda Lourimi 

8) Nasr Oandil 3) Mongi Barouni 

9) Nacour Mani 4) Mostafa Belhaj Youssef 
10) Mongi Zaghlam 5) Bechir Jnane 

11) Mohamed Hedi Hamoudiya 6) Fathi Attouzi 

12) Hamida bon Tarbout 7) Mohsen Alfanni 

13) Falma Ben Bechir 8) Mohamed Mida 

14) Chedlia Aziai 9) Tahar Chaibi 

15) Mohamed Naceur Hached 10) Habib Dmassi 

16) Cherif Kaak 11) Mahmoud El Akermi 

17) Med B. Slimane B. Vahia 12) Hedi El Mhadhebi 

18) Bechir Alfaqih 13) Tahar Haddad 

19) Aicha Farhat 14) Ahmed Al Hamdouni 
20) Abdessalem Achour 

21) Rachid ben Abdallah Third Ben Arous district: 
22) Mohamed Moncef Dakhiaoul 1) Abdeljbbar Alghodhiban 
23) Abdelwahab Jmel 2) Fatma Miled 
24) Lahkdar Zarqane 3) Abdessolam Ben Dialat 
25) Hamda Langliz 4) Beigacem Majri 
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5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 
10) 
11) 
12) 
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Naceur Mseakri 

Mohson Osim 

Mohamen Al Affas 
Makhtar Al Quitouri 
Belhassen Ben Hassine 
Lamine Cherif 

Bechir Al Ajr 

Tahar Naimi 
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TUNISIA 


COMMITTEE TO IMPLEMENT ORDER ABOLISHING ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 10 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] Yesterday the Ministry of Justice released the following statement: 

[In pursuance of the president of the republic's order on 8 August 1980 
related to the abolishing of the attorney general of the republic's 
office, the minister of justice this morning appointed an ad hoc committee 
to adopt urgent measures and establish the necessary procedures for the 
immediate execution of the presidential order. 


The committee is composed of the following magistrates: 


Messr: Hedi Said, attorney general, director of judicial affairs; 
Bechir Zahra, inspector general to the Ministry of Justice; 
Mohamed Salah Ayari, first chairman of the Tunis Court of Appeals; 
Abdesselam Mahjoub, chairman of the realty tribunal. 


During its morning session, the committee arrived at a series of deci- 
sions likely to make it possible for the attorney general to pursue his 
duty in a normal and satisfactory manner. 


The Ministry of Justice has instructed the committee to study the 
readjustments necessary to be introduced into the legal texts in court 
in order that they be in accordance with the presidential order relative 
to the suppression of the attorney general of the republic's office. 


On the other hand, the minister of justice has instructed the district 
attorney of judicial affairs to see to the transfer of powers. 


Moreover, a meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, 14 August, at 1100 
at the Ministry of Justice headquarters at which will be present the 
assistant public prosecutors and the district attorneys from the various 
courts of justice. 
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TUNISIA 


COMMUNISTS REACT FAVORABLY TO ‘OPEN DOOR' POLICY 
Paris LE MONDE in French 28 Aug 80 p 7 
[Article by Michel Deure } 


[Text] In a communique circulated on Manday, 25 August, Tunisian Communists 
assert that they "deeply believe in the likelihood of a democratic phase as 
a possible step in the direction of socio-economic changes." Thus they 
appear to be reacting favorably, initially, to the “open door” policy the 
government has been implementing since the start of summer. 


"At present," they state, "Communists are convinced of the possibility of 
reaching a national compromise on crucial issues calling for immediate 
solutions, provided meaningful political changes are made and workers’ 
and young people's interests and demands are respected, the plurality of 
prevailing political forces is taken into account, and all public freedoms 
are guaranteed," 


French Language Weekly Is Suspended 


If the latest action by the authorities to ease the tense political climate 
"is to become irreversible," the Communists are of the opinion that it will 
be necessary to solve "on a sound democratic basis" the problems of trade 
union and student representation, to declare a general amnesty, and to 
guarantee all political forces the right to express and organize themselves, 
Their chief demands are removal of the 18year old ban on their party, and 
the right to publish their own newspapers, 


LA PHARE, a French language weekly, was suspended for three months on . 

23 August for "publishing false news." It was accused last week of report- 
ing an appeal to Bourguiba by the secretary general of the African Trade 
Unity Organization. Such an appeal apparently was not made, The issue of 
the weekly that was to blame was nevertheless put on the market as usual, 
LE PHASE had been coming out since 6 January. It presented itself as a 
newspaper that was free of any political connection. But for some time 

it had been devoting more and more space to the labor union crisis and it 
did not conceal its partiality towards the former leadership of the UGTT 
(Tunisian General Federation of Labor). A month ago it ran into trouble 
when the printshop which was affiliated with the labor union refused to 


continue running it off. ince that time it was forced to cut back on the 
number of pages and curtail its press run which, according to the editors, 


was up to 5000 copies. 
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TUNIBIA 


HABIB CHATTY COMMENTS ON JERUSALEM AS ISRAELI CAPITAL 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISTE in French 16 Aug 80 p 5 


(Text) Wabib Chatty, secretary general of the Islamic Conference, left Tunis 
yesterday at noon for Rabat, where he will head up the Islamic Conference's 
delegation at the Jerusalem Committee's meeting, which will be held on the 
16th and 17th of this month. 


Habib Chatty said in 4 statement that during ite session in Rabat, the Jeru- 
salem Committee will consider the practical steps to be taken to meet the 
Israeli challenge to the Arabs and Palestine--a challenge that has just 
been renewed through Ierael's decision to transfer ite capital from Tel 
to Jerusalem. Chatty observed in this connection chat the Islamic Confer- 
ence was the first organization to launch an appeal for practical seasures 
in behalf of the Palestinian people, among them political pressure on Israel 
and intensified resistance within the occupied territories. 


Habib Chatty also said that by establishing settlement centers, Israel aims 
to create a de facto situation and is making every effort to subject the 
West Bank to the same fate as the Arab lands it has annexed. Chatty added 
that because of this, the duty of the Arabe commands that they stand in the 
way of Israel's schemes and use every means at their disposal to prevent 
the accomplishment of Zionist aims. 


Questioned as to the chances of the resolution submitted to the Security 
Council by the Islamic Conference, Habib Chatty explained that the resolu- 
tion will be debated by all the members of the Security Council in various 
ways. Most of the countries support the Palestinian people's right to self- 
determination and the establishment of an independent sate, whereas all the 
Buropear. countries are hesitating because, while they actually support the 
rights of the Palestinian people, they are bound to the United States, which 
is preparing for a presidential election and cannot, in such circumstances, 
escape Zionist influence. 


Habib Chatty concluded by emphasizing that the decision by the Security 
Council will depend on the position adopted by the United States and the 
Western camp. He noted that if the United States abstains, the resolution 
will pass, but if the United States uses its veto power, the Security Coun- 
cil will make no decision. 
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TUNISIA 


PROBLEMS PERTAINING TO EMIGRANT WORKERS DISCUSSED 
Return of Workers a Priority 
Tunie LA PRESSE DF TUNISIE in Prench 16 Aug 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Mr Mohamed Meali, prime minister and secretary general of the 

PSD [Destourian Socialist Party), will preside at the 14th congress of 
Tunisian workers abroad, to be held today at the El Omrane Lycee. As they 
do each year, the representatives of our emigrant workers will discuss a 
number of probleme pertaining to their living and working conditions 
abroad, their social and economic concerns and the prospects available to 
them if they return definitively to the country with representatives of the 
various ministries, national organizations and enterprises. 


As of 31 December 1978, the Tunisian community living abroad included 
356,387 citizens distributed as follows: 202,931 in France, 19,180 in 
Germany, 13,500 in Belgium, 1,304 in Holland, 2,200 in Switzerland, 
81,067 in Libya, 25,406 in Algeria, 1,564 in Moroceo, and 9,235 in other 
countries. 


This figure, representing almost a third of the active Tunisian population, 
represents 4 very substantial productive and social mass the gradual re- 
integration of which in the national job system has become increasingly 
necessary because of the protectionist measures adopted by many of the 
host countries due to the effects of rather acute economic crises. 


However as the capacity of the domestic job market to absorb them is not 
under current conditions such as to allow all Tunisian workers abroad to 
return to the country and igmediately obtain jobe here, solutions must be 
found so that the interests of all parties (host country, country of 
origin and workers) can be safeguarded. 


If it is true that a good number of the countries using foreign manpower 

are currently faced with recession problems forcing them to give priority 
in their concern to their own citizens, it is equally true that in periods 
of economic prosperity, these same foreign workers they would like to get 
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rid of now have played 4 very active role in the rapid advance of the 
economies of these countries, and it would therefore be unjust to make 
them alone suffer the consequences of a crisis for which they are not 
responsible, 


When one benefits from cheap manpower, for the training of which one has 
epent nothing, and enjoye this advantage for long years, it is no longer 
acceptable to “wash one's hande"as soon as one no longer needs them, This 
ie why it is the duty of the host countries to take the interests of their 
foreign workers into account, to grant them the rights to which they have 
become entitled after long years of labor, and to allow them to benefit 
from all social advantages (decent housing, adequate education for their 
children, the right to sociocultural differences, etc) until such time as 
their return to their countries of origin becomes possible and can be ef~- 
fected honorably and with dignity. 


Among the major points which will be discussed during the 14th congress 

of Tunisian workere abroad, the means of dealing with the current situation 
in the host countries and the urgent solutions required to safeguard the 
interests of our workers abroad will thus be given priority. 


Prime Minister Speaks 





Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 17 Aug 80 pp 1, 4-5 


[Text] Tunisian workers abroad meeting in Tunis for their 14th national 
seminar yesterday made overwhelmingly clear their confidence in and support 
of the government working under the leadership of President Bourguiba and the 
direction of Mr Mohamed Mzali to carry out a policy of renewal in all 

sectors of national life. 


it was in an atmosphere of warm support and enthusiasm recalling the great 
days of the struggle that the opening session of the seminar developed, 

with Mr Mohamed Mzali, prime minister and secretary general of the party, 
presiding, and a number of government and Political Bureau officials partici- 


pating. 


Mr Meali's entry into the assembly hall at the El Omrane Lycee won him a 
prolonged ovation. Those present stood to sing the revolutionary anthem 
and to chant the name of the chief of state at length. 


An immediate rapport was established between the prime minister and his 
audience. Our foreign workers, educated in the school of endurance and 
courage, reacted to Mr Mohamed Mzali throughout his speech, which they in- 
terrupted on a number of occasions to applaud and cheer. In particular, 
they appreciated the profound sincerity evident in the words of the prime 
minister and the patriotic and moral motivations underlying his thought. 
Brilliantly adapting the magic of words to daily problems and happily 
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marrying lyriciam and objectivity, Mr Mohamed Mzali spoke to the Tunisian 
workers abroad in direct and open language which went straight to their 
hearts, He praised their love of their native country and reasserted the 
desire of the Bourguiba regime to pursue a policy such chat Tunidetane 
abroad, wherever they may be, will benefit from secure conditions of life 
and work, 


The following is the text of the address delivered by Mr Meali. 


"Dear Brothers: 


| am happy to inaugurate thie 14th national seminar of our workers abroad, 
with a large number of my colleagues in the government and Political 
Bureau, our ambassadors and consuls and numerous officials in charge of 
affaires involving you abroad attending. 


This seminar, which is a happy tradition we are determined to continue, is 
in fact one link in a chain of meetings and direct talks among officials in 
all sectors. 


I would like first of all, while bidding you welcome, to inform you of the 
great concern the supreme combatant, President Habib Bourguiba, has for you. 
He has instructed me to convey to you his greetings and to tell you once 
again of the affection he has for you and his determination to continue his 
actions to maintain the links which bind you to Tunisia and which are a 
part of the organic bonds between you and the nation to which you belong. 
This attachment must remain powerful and encourage the efforte which will 
allow you to continue to play a positive role in the national development 
and to contribute to the gradual achievement of prosperity in our country. 


This substantial contingent of emigrant compatriots, totaling 350,000 
workers, students and businessmen--nearly 210,000 in France, i.e. more than 
half, and about 80,000 in Libya--while the whole population of certain 
independent countries does not exceed or even reach this figure--must be 
regarded as an integral part of our Tunisian nation, and we must regard 
the emigration of this part of our sone as a basically temporary situation. 


I aust in truth stress that our compatriots living abroad have at all 

times expressed their devotion to their country and given evidence of a 
patriotic spirit. I myself had the experience of this truth when, more 
than 30 years ago, | pursued my higher studies in France. This was in 

the era of the struggle for national Liberation and we students were in 
constant contact with the Tunisian workers who had emigrated to France. 
They, serving as secret soldiers, provided a mailing drop for the Destourian 
cells and militants. Still today, the overwhelming majority of the 
Tunisian workers abroad are playing, as in the past, an important role in 
the defense of the interests of their country, safeguarding its outstanding 


image. 
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However, in recent years we have seen a new phenomenon which did not 
exist at the time of the national struggle. It has to do with the conduct 
of certain organizations and certain regimes which, profiting from the 
difficulties encountered by some of our compatriots abroad, difficulties 
moet often due to irregular situations, are subjecting them to vile 
slander and turning them little by little againat their country. 


Maneuvers Victimizing These Workers 


The maneuvers are sometimes underhanded, but they may also be flagrant and 
scandalous as was the case in the Gafea affair. Other minds with evil 
intent have recourse to more "subtle" methods taking the form of indoctrin- 
ation or brainwashing, methods designed to make the foreign worker, whether 
he be Tunisian, Arab or African--for this does not involve Tunisians 
alone--that the policy being pursued by his country is not a good one and 
that the choices made are not satisfactory. 


This undertaking derives from an overall strategy designed to weaken the 
stability of the existing regimes. The worker begins to feel defensive, 
and with a great flood of ideological argument and depending on the case, 
he becomes a revolutionary, a leftist, a rightist extremist or joins organ- 
izations whose names or labels are not unknown to you. 





Distributed in autonomous cells with no more than five or six members and 
with no communication between them, their heads are stuffed with slogans, 
a dab of progressiviem here, a bit of socialism there, like a dish one 
seasons with various ingredients, so that the worker, who has left his 
homeland to earn a living and come to the aid of his family, becomes a 
subversive element, ready to overturn the regime in his country. 


The authors of these maneuvers--and their writings provide proof of this-- 
are seeking to sow confusion among the workers in order to turn them 
against their country. Tunisia is not the sole target for such under- 
takings: all African nations have suffered from it. But this has not 
succeeded and will not succeed with Tunisia for a number of reasons. Our 
Bourguiba regime is in fact one with a popular essence, and it is Bourguiba 
himself who has educated his people and forged the nation. 


All Tunisians, whether they work in their country or in foreign lands, know 
perfectly well what Tunisia was like before independence, what it has become 
and what it is called upon to be thanks to the Bourguiba policies. They 
know that this regime is basically founded upon the people and that there 

is no hiatus between the masses and the officials for the simple reason that 
the latter, beginning with President Bourguiba himself, come from the 
people and are fervently dedicated to serving them. Whereas some of those 
who try to poison minds themselves belong to the bourgeoisie. How can such 
people, who have always lived in the greatest of comfort, dare claim to 
know the people? Is it the right of the sons of the well-to-do to give us 
lessons in progressivism and socialism’? Wouldn't they have been better off 
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to examine their own situation firac? Lt de true that the camel does not 
see hia own hump! We have known these people since we attended the 

Sadiki College. Although they belong to families of rich landowners, they 
have such overweening arrogance as to take pride in progressivism and to 
assume for themselves labela which hardly fit. We whose parents lived in 
the most total deprivation, we who had no weapon with which cto face life 
except determination and faith in the future, are today accused by tuese 
pseudo-progressives of serving the bourgeoisie! A strange inversion of 
roles! The Tunisian workers, who are familiar with all of this, do not 
lend their ears to thie song which does not ring true to reality. Some of 
them who, for one reason or another, have been led into error, have as soon 
as they realized the truth rejoined the ranke of the majority and made 
common cause with the people. This is what we have been able to note in 
recent times. The reason for it is that the Bourguiba regime is a regime 
with a popular essence and, as such, it is safe from intrigues--whatever 
their source--designed to deceive the workers and make them believe that 
the regime does not care at all about their situation. The other explana- 
tion for the devotion of the emigrant Tunisian workers to their country 
lies in the particular concern the Bourguiba regime has devoted to them. 
In this connection, the organization we have established is perfect. 


Ambassadors, consuls, social attaci.°s, mutual interest associations, 
Destourian cells--all are pursuing consistent action to the benefit of 

our compatriots abroad. Without citing figures with which most of you are 
entirely familiar, I would remind you of the outstanding activities such 
as the establishment of sports and cultural essociations, the organization 
of seminars and discussions similar to this one. 


Breaking the Vicious Circles 


If problems exist, we must examine them and provide them with the proper 
solutions without further delay. It is important to break out of the 
vicious circle. The workers should no longer be content to submit their 
complaints or the competent authorities to make a note of them, while 
awaiting a better tomorrow. 


The time has come to put a stop *o this situation. Let us try to examine 
the pending problems together and focus our efforts on finding together 
the solutions required. We have nothing to hide and nothing can embarrass 
us. If certain measures prove outdated, it will perhaps be possible to 
revoke or amend them. 


If there have been errors, it is important to correct them. Nothing forces 
us to be slaves to routine or to confine ourselves to futile discussion. 


We have addressed ourselves to the task. Day and night, we are pursuing 


the study of our problems. For example only yesterday our ambassador, 
Mr Hedi Mabrouk, told me that plans call for the establishment of an advance 
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unit at each consulate, a cell which will have the Cask of facilitating, 
for each Tunisian worker desiring to establish a business, the completion 
of the necessary formalities before he returns to Tunisia, so that he will 
not be required, once he is back in the country, to go from one office to 
another indefinitely. Some officials, it must be admitted, not all, 
happily, but a minority, eit back at ease in their armchairs and are 
content to ask you to present this or that document or to put you off 
indefinitely. This is the damnable routine from which I do not want you 

to suffer. Routine takes root in people's minds. We must amend this 

state of affairs so that the administration will perfectly and speedily 
carry out ite duty to the citizens. I myself have seen some problems in 
this connection. In a village in the Sahel, a citizen told me a very dis- 
couraging tale. For more than a year his machinery has been halted while 
he has been sent from one office to another. He had purchased premises 
from his own funds, but his business did not succeed. He had lost all taste 
for eating and drinking and spent most of his time going from one depart- 
ment to another while the municipal or administrative official seemed not 
to care, at peace with himself. This red tape must be banished from our 
thinking by an effort of conscious will. Our difficulties come 70 to 80 per- 
cent from this situation. It must be noted that our budget, our policy and 
our plans have been clearly established. Thus red tape must be held re- 
sponsible. This term, which is not to be found in the Arab language, 
should be incorporated within it, like many foreign words which were 
welcomed by our scholars at the time of the upsurge of Arab civilization 

or in the modern era, such as philosophic terms, those pertaining to 
sophism, recycling, etc. 





If it is possible to help the worker complete the necessary formalities by 
cooperating with the country to which he has chosen to emigrate it will be 
possible for him to return to his native land and establish himself there 
without further procedures. Mr Mongl Kooli, director of the party, has 
told me that he established the Economic and Social Department of the 
party, entrusted to Comrade Noureddine Hached, and representing a depart- 
ment designed to spare Tunisians working abroad the inconvenience of 
interminable administrative procedures. Specialized agents are assigned 

to help and advise the emigrant worker. This helps to explain why our 
workers are devoted to our regime, which is concerned about their interests 
and makes an effort every year to resolve certain of their problems. A 
third reason for their devotion to the regime is what we might call genuine 
patriotism. 


Each Tunisian a Patriot 


Each Tunisian in fact, whether he is a worker, farmer, businessman, in- 
dustrialist or government employee, is a patriot, loves his country, and 

by the grace of God, understands perfectly that the foreigner who comes 

to stuff his head intends nothing else but to make him a slave of a foreign 
country by enrolling him in opposition movements. One must understand the 
ins and outs of the matter. If this gentleman encourages you to weaken 
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your country and to sow disorder, it is to bring it to its knees before 
what the regime preached by the opposition represents. 1 do not wish to 
mention any particular country. These people want to weaken us and to sow 
intrigue among us to favor our absorption by their countries in the name of 
this or that progressive, rightist, unionist or other doctrine. In the 
name of friendship and brotherhood they embrace you in order to smother you 
and weaken your country, so that Tunisia will no longer be anythiug but a 
market and will lose its independence. This is the real truth. Tunisians 
understand only too well what this or that party represents. Do not force 
me to dot the i's. Slogans should not deceive us. Some countries--God 
forgive or damn them--would like to plunge us into anarchy and establish 
their parties in Tunisia, so that we would lose our independence and become 
dependent on them. Whatever their opinions may be, Tunisian workers would 
prefer famine, even if they were incapable of feeding their children, 
rather than agree to be the slaves of a foreign country and to sell out 
their own. 


It is for these reasons that some foreign leaders err where we are con- 
cerned. In their view the fact that Tunieians, when they meet, whether it 
be in a cafe or the premises of a Destourian cell or in some other place, 
undertake to criticize this or that action by the administration and urge 
the improvement of certain things, leads them to believe with disconcerting 
naivete that Tunisians are ready to sell out their country. No, gentlemen, 
you are in serious error! You should know that when a Tunisian criticizes 
this or that aspect of national life, he is acting like a son who expresses 
his discontent with regard to some action by his parents. Between 
criticism and betrayal, however, the distance is enormous. Tunisians, 
whatever complaints they may have about the actions of the government or 
the administration, are not prepared to betray and will never betray their 
country. For the fact of owing allegiance to a foreign party or power 
represents, whatever the excuse or pretext, betrayal. And there can be 

no cooperation between Tunisia and a country of the East or the West if 
the cooperation relations are not based on mutual respect for independence 
and non-intervention in the domestic affairs of each state. No cooperation, 
unity or privileged bilateral relations can be tolerated if they derive 
from the will of the stronger or if they tend to impose de facto hegemony. 
The modern concept of internacional relations excludes the concept of the 
weak and the strong. Each state, whatever its size, must legitimately 
safeguard its independence, on which no compromise is justified. It is 
acceptable that a powerful nation may unite with one less strong than it 
is, but on condition that the former nurture no intent at all to crush the 
other and then assimilate it. Unity through violence and force is some- 
thing universally rejected. Our happiness, our dignity, are not for sale, 
and we will never be willing to see them besmirched in any way whatsoever. 
To live modestly but in respect and with our honor intact, never stooping 
to beg from anyone--this is the motto of all Tunisians, wherever they may 
be. It happens that some of our fellow-citizens express their discontent 
from time to time about this or that administrative action, but those who 
--and here I am speaking to foreigners--believe that they can attack 
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Tunisia, lead Tunlsians into error, corrupt them or win them over for 

their designs are seriously mistaken. This country was not born yesterday. 
It ia the fatherland of a people who have recovered their identity and 
their dignity, who have been struggling for nearly half a century and who 
have won their independence at the cost of thousands of martyrs. Today, 
all Tunisians are working tirelessly in order to bequeath to their children 
and the children of their children a free, sovereign and respected Tunisia. 
Thus chose who believe that they can plunder this country or trifle with 
its independence should not waste their effort. This we state forcefully 
and proclaim to heaven and earth. 


| have made a point of paying homage to the healthy patriotic spirit which 
you have evidenced or are evidencing and your courageous attitude in the 
defense of the territorial integrity of your country and in safeguarding 
the prestige of Tunisia. When you state your nationality, there is no 
reason to blush or to bow to anyone. Our honor is intact and our situation 
is enviable. Thanks to Bourguiba and the party of Bourguiba, the Tunisian 
star glitters in the firmament. This is what I had to say to you at the 
beginning of this address. 


Now I would like to discuss with you what has come to be called the problem 
of recurn. But before doing that, I would like to remind you that emigra- 
tion itself has historic causes. Our country inherited an unenviable 
situation from the colonial era. The present regime, the men who are in 
power today, had nothing to do with it, quite the contrary. Our ancestors 
offered our country to the colonials as a preserve. A protectorate was 
imposed on us. To regain our sovereignty, we had to fi,ht for more than 

20 years. 


Full Flowering for Each Tunisian 


Today, 24 years after winning independence, we have not for all that 
ceased to wage the battle. But what progress we have made since then! 
This is the statement of a reality which, you will doubtless agree, is not 
motivated by any propaganda purpose. We do not however claim to have 
achieved our goal. Some of our achievements have in fact been the cause 
of new difficulties. For example, the popularization of education--which 
in the past was almost nonexistent, because our grandfathers did not even 
conceive of this possibility, and also because the colonial authorities 
did not find it in their interests--has not failed to give rise to new 
problems of which we are fully aware. It is a question of guaranteeing 
jobs for the graduates, providing work for those who do not graduate, and 
beyond these questions, waging a battle against a certain attitude of 
mind, once very widespread, involving fatalism and submission to fate. 
President Bourguiba has transformed this way of thinking. A well-known 
verse in the Koran says that God does not change the situation of the 
people until they have changed what lies in themselves. Remember that 
Tunisians were resigned to colonialism. 
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After innumerable visits to the cities and the countryside, 

President Bourguiba succeeded in drastically altering this mode of 
thinking. Since then, Tunisians have been ready to sacrifice for their 
fatherland, 


Once independence was won and education widespread, a healriy ambirtton 
developed in the people, This eminently positive ambition, whici, we would 
like to see shared by all, did not fail to give rise to new needs and to 
arouse new aspirations. 


Today, it is our concern to find a solution to all these problems, for it 

is our ardent desire that no Tunisian be trapped in routine, and that the 
love of life be the main stimulus. We nurture the desire to see every 
Tunisian achieve his full flowering, both for him and for his children. 

But this requires the development of wealth, of jobs and an increase in 

the income of the country so that each Tunisian can achieve his aspirations. 
This is our constant concern. Tunisians, generally speaking, and the 
workers in particular, should not be unaware of all we have done toward 
this end, of the path it remains for us to cover and of the contribution 
they must make to the success of this advance. 


The present plan is coming to an eod. The sixth plan is being drafted. It 
is an ambitious plan. Its choices, its goals and the means it will mobil- 
ize will be specified in the months to come. I will content myself with 
outlining some of its characteristics. We will work tirelessly to provide 
every condition for its success. We are determined first of all to re- 
absorb the unemployed, which will require the creation of 600,000 new jobs 
in the next 5 or 6 years. This is not an easy task, particularly since we 
are firmly determined to create profitable jobs in the full sense of the 
word. 


The problem of unemployment exists in Tunisia. I say this and confirm it 
although some are reluctant to speak of it. What harm is there in speaking 
of it? It is an obvious fact and it is the reason that numerous Tunisians 
have had to emigrate. The Tunisians who have recently returned to the 
country encounter difficulties on the level of finding jobs in general or, 
more particularly, work which meets their requirements. Problems exist on 
this level and require suitable solutions. One of the great choices made 
in this connection is the launching of major projects in inland Tunisia, 
which has not benefited from the same rate of growth as the coastal regions. 
There is an imbalance of an historical nature to be corrected here. Major 
projects are under study or in the process of implementation. It is not a 
question of creating work sites or establishing small enterprises of minor 
dimensions to be surrounded by a great publicity effort. It is a question 
on the contrary of establishing major farm or industrial projects capable 
of absorbing unemployment in the regions located vetween Jendouba and 
Medenine. 
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The problem of unemployment, it must be remembered, is not specific to 
Tunisia, The countries in which you work suffer from the same evil. Thus 
to admit the existence of unemployment in our country in no way diminishes 
us. Unemployment is a fate shared by all. In France, in the FRG, in the 
United States, there are millions unemployed. And if you are encountering 
difficulties, it is because the French, the Germans or the Belgians have 
not found job opportunities. In other words the problem of unemployment is 
4 general one, the list of reasons for which would be tedious. 


In addition, it is a question of promoting the agricultural sector. In 
this connection IL would like to draw your attention to the priority im- 
portance of agriculture, 


Far from coming down to mere plowing, agriculture today is an industry which 
creates jobs and covers activities as diverse as livestock breeding, fishing, 
early fruits and vegetables, greenhouse crops and industries such as canning 
and processing. This is our goal. Already we have begun to try to educate 
the banks to this end, Measures have already been announced. Others will 
be announced soon, in the month of November, as soon as they have been 
perfected, These measures are designed to settle Tunisians on their land 

so that they can develop it and derive from it the means of assuring a 
decent and worthy life. 


Eliminating Backward Thinking 


The success of such an undertaking also presumes a reduction in administra- 
tive formalities. This is one of the reasons we have been led to 
contemplate administrative decentralization. It involves bringing the 
administration closer to the citizen. It is abnormal for a resident of 
Medenine or Kasserine to be forced to make a trip to the capital in order 
to obtain an administrative document. It is necessary for the administra- 
tion to be decentralized and to have autonomous branch units on the 
regional level. It is also important to limit the number of documents 
required in order to obtain an authorization. Why, for example, must 

10 or 12 documents be presented to obtain a passport? Shouldn't a 
national identity card suffice to obtain this document from the capital of 
the governorate? I might inform you in passing that this is now an ac- 
complished fact. The minister oi interior has already made a decision in 
this regard. The same is the case with authorizations and permits of all 
sorts. A petitioner, if no response is obtained within a period of 15 days, 
is entitled to presume that he has been given a green light to undertake 
the action for which he solicited authorization from the government 
authorities. It is intolerable for citizens to have to waste their time 
in trips back and forth as tedious as they are unnecessary. It is through 
measures of this sort that we will put an end to backward ways of thinking 
and will succeed in bringing the administration closer to the citizen. We 
propose to undertake this task without delay and the coming months will 
show you that we are determined to effect an administrative reform con- 
sistent with the desires of the citizens. In this way we will put an end 
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cto the reasons for emigration. For we believe that Tunisia ila capable of 
feeding its sons, just as we believe chat it has and always will have need 
of all its sons. 


There is another question I would like to bring up and which has to do with 
your contribution to the development of the country. ‘This seminar gives me 
an opportunity to pay ringing homage to the active role you have ,°i' in 
the past 4 or 5 years in the national development effort. During this 
period, nearly 750 projects have been developed by Tunisians returning to 
their native land after having worked abroad, I hope that this major 
effort will continue and will be expanded. The government and the party 
have taken every step to encourage and support this effort. Measures will 
be adopted to facilitate the ‘ormalities required and to encourage this 
goodwill. 





Developing Socio-Political Activities 


With modest capital and subsidies allocated by the funds already established, 
it is possible to@tablish small enterprises, if only of the family type. 

The worker returning to his country need not necessarily build a great 
factory. A small shop adjacent to his home can enable him to pursue his 
activity with the help of his fami!y. Such enterprises exist in Italy and 
Switzerland, for example, and provide a living for a certain number of 
citizens. 


Moreover, it would be desirable to develop socio-political activities for 
the benefit of workers continuing to live abroad, by creating Destourian 
cells and organizing conferences, in particular for those living in France 
and especially those living in Paris. The number of these workers as well 
as the funds available allow undertakings in this direction. In this 
connection, it is my pleasure to inform you of a decision 

Mr Hedi Mabrouk, our ambassador in Paris, and I have just made. With 

regard to the level of maturity achieved by our workers abroad, and in 

order to allow their mutual interest associations to achieve wider influence 
and to carry out their activities under better conditions, we have decided 
to make available to them the premises situated on Fortuny Street, which are 
at present vacant. These premises, owned by the Tunisian government, 

will in the future be yours. They will serve to house your activities and 
can be administered by a committee including, in addition to the Tunisian 
consul, members of the mutual interest association and the Destourian cell. 


If we have been able to make these premises available, it is because we 
have been able, since 1 July of this year, to effect savings equivalent to 
a third of the budget allocated to our embassy in France. The personnel 
assigned to the offices in Fortuny Street have been transferred to the 
consulate and the embassy. Thus we have sought t» reduce administrative 
costs and allocate the funds saved to projects benefiting the workers. As 
to the premises now available, they will as I have said be made available 
to you. In my capacity as secretary general of the PSD and in the presence 
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of the director of the party, | would like to inform you that we are 
prepared co help you carry out whatever you deem it possible to do to 
strengthen the activity and the influence of the party and to allow you 
thus to develop the awareness of certain of our young workers. This 

action should, naturally, be carried out within the framework of respect 
for the laws in effect in the host country. As President Bourguiba stressed 
in the message he delivered to us last 1 June, the Tunisian worker and all 
Tunisians in general, whether they be workers, students or businessmen, 
should adhere to exemplary conduct. In the course of my talks with the 
French, German and other ministers, I have learned of the feelings the host 
countries have concerning us. They believe that Tunisians are industrious 
and competent. Minister of Social Affairs Mohamed Ennaceur has confirmed 
to me that more than half of the Tunisian workers are skilled workers. 

This is an unusual fact and is worth noting. Tunisians thus enjoy an ex- 
cellent fund of esteem and consideration. It is a question of consolidating 
it and avoiding anything which could strike a blow at the reputation of 

our country. If some young people--very few, indeed--engage in repre- 
hensible actions, it is for the mutual aid association, the Destourian 

cell or the sports association to call them to account. To my knowledge, 
there are some 80 sports associations for our workers abroad, including 

49 in France, as well as numerous dramatic groups. Our workers also have 
libraries. 


Safeguarding the Workers' Interests 


We are prepared to increase this social and cultural activity, in cooperation 
with the departments involved, in order to provide our workers, in partic- 
ular the young ones, with an alternative to bars and other places of ill 
repute and to involve them in educational and leisure activities within 

the framework of the mutual interest associations and Destourian cells. 

This can only contribute to Tunisia's prestige. 


A last point: Some of you want to know whether you are protected by the 
Tunisian state or not. It should not be necessary to assure you that you 
ace, and that this is one of our major concerns. But as I have just 
stressed, your host countries have since 1974-75 been adopting measures 
designed to limit foreign contingents. 


We are working, discreetly but effectively, whether it be with the French 
authorities or those of other countries, to safeguard the interests of 
Tunisian workers, to ensure that they will benefit from certain favorable 
measures and to avoid their abusive or arbitrary expulsion. 


It is our desire that the return of our workers should be organized in a 
rational and carefully-thought-out manner. Our position in this regard is 
clear. We say to the friendly and neighboring countries that the state of 
our relations with them reflects the treatment they give our nationals. 

We tell them quite frankly that the level of our cooperation with them and 
the degree of our friendship remain a function of their behavior toward 
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our workers. Today or tomorrow, our position remains the same, This is 
a constant in our policy, whether it is a question of organizing the 
sojourn of our workers abroad or their return to Tunisia, 


In conclusion, [| would like you to bear witness with me to the atmosphere 
of optimism and fraternity prevailing in Tunisia today. In the course of 
your stay, be it 1 month or 15 days, you have certainly seen that funisia 
is a land of dialog. But as | stressed in my speech in Mahdia, dialog 
does not mean laxity or carelessness. Dialog obeys the laws, within the 
context of rights and duties. 


Tunisia, as President Bourguiba said on 3 August, is perhaps the only 
country in the Third World in which the chief of state can solemnly assert 
that there are no more political prisoners in his country. 





The most curious thing, and this is a mere remark, is that some parties 
and circles are trying to make contact with you. Wouldn't it have been 
better for them to sweep their own doorsteps first? Whether they come 
from the West or the cast, by what right do they assume the right to teach 
us lessons in progressiveness? It would be interesting to know how many 
political prisoners are rotting in their prisons, how many have been shot 
and how many are being persecuted! 


The Tunisia of Bourguiba is determined to persevere in the path of dialog 
and an open approach to all Tunisians. 


Tunisia is not the monopoly of any individual or category to the exclusion 
of all the others. I[t belongs to all Tunisians, from whatever region they 
may come, and we are not afraid of stating, whatever opinions they endorse. 
We do not fear plurality of views. On the contrary, we believe that this 
provides enrichment. Is there not a diversity of opinions, tastes and 
inclinations within any given family? 


Tunisians constitute a single family and each of them has the right to 
express his opinions freely within the framework of the law, respect for 
others and harmony. 


I believe that there is no hindrance to this. But if a Tunisian wants to 
dominate or head a gang to attempt intimidating maneuvers, that cannot be. 
Just yesterday Bourguiba recalled that he had sacrificed his youth and 
will continue to devote all his energies to ensure that all Tunisians are 
equal before the law. 


In the presence of Mr Mongi Kooli and other colleagues, I told the 

president in Monastir the other day that I wantec to effect a housecleaning, 
beginning at the top, for we should set the example. I would not want, 
when I am addressing citizens from a rostrum, to be forced to speak about 
someone and to Jenounce his actions while he is sitting beside me. 
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Tunisia belongs to honest, upright Tunisians whe are working in the 
service of God and the fatherland, 


it is not 4 question of the party whe talke the loudest and pounds on the 
table having the last word, Dialog gust develop in respect for the basic 
rules of courtesy, The supreme combatant told me that his entire battle 
has been designed to raise Tunisia to thie level. I! told him that he can 
count on ite sone, 


| am here with you sharing the same love of the fatherland and of Bourguiba, 
What we ask of you is to help use to serve our country with self-sacrifice 
and devotion. 


Organized Repatriation 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 17 Aug 60 p 5 


[Text Mindeter of Social Affaire Mohamed Ennaceur delivered the con- 
cluding addrese last evening at the 14th seminar of Tunisian workers 
abroad. 


in his address, Mr Mohamed Ennaceur said that thie seminar, unlike the pre- 
ceding ones, brought to the fore the concern of Tunisian workers abroad 
about their definitive return to their country. “It is natural and 
legitimate for each Tunisian worker abroad,” he said, “to be concerned 
about his definitive return to the country. Thies is aleo a major concern 
of the government. However, thie return, a6 was the case with emigration, 
must be organized and prepared for within the framework of a tripartite 
arrangement involving the host country, Tunieia and the emigrant himself.” 


And Mr Ennaceur added: 


“In our view, return to the country seans above all reintegration in the 
domestic socioeconomic circuit and not 4 return to unemployment. 


"As 4 veeult, it is important for the emigrant workers to derive profit 
from their stay abroad by perfecting themselves on the professional level 
and obtaining continuing training, setting to work in such 4 way a8 to 
create the conditions for a decent life in their country. For the 
Tunisian worker abroad gust constantly keep in mind that he only chose 
emigration in order to improve his standard of living. 


“Therefore, the return he gust deliberately choose, like his choice to 
emigrate, should assure him of a better future.” 


Further on the subject of reintegration in active national life, 
Mr Mohamed Ennaceur suggested the establishment of 4 national savings- 


employment fund. 
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ite purpose would be te encourage the Tunisian worker to prepare for his 
definitive return to his country, 


Mr Eanaceur made it clear that the host countries which empley young 
emigrants whose training costes their country of origin dear should play a 
positive role in organizing their return, in particular by providing these 
workers with proper training and capital sufficient to prevent ti. ii un- 


employment . 


Me Pnnaceur announced @oreover that during the course of the next plan, 
Tunisia plane to halt emigration and will work to create jobe for the 
emigrant workers who have chosen to return for good. in order for this to 
be achieved, he said, Tunieion werkere abroad must help us in preparing 
Statistics pertaining to this return, by contacting the bodies in charge of 
emigration and informing them about their definitive return and their 
apecialties, 


Where jobe are concerned, the miniater of social affaires noted that the 
government is making 4 vast effort with a view to creating jobs, while 
encouraging private persone to undertake industrial projects. However, 
he said, the state and industry cannot alone meet all of the demand for 
jobs, and thie is why it is impera*ive for other sectors (agriculture, 
crafts) to participate in this effort by launching small projects capable 
of ensuring 4 number of citizens of a decent income. 


Earlier, the general conference motion was read. In it the participants 
reiterated their unalterable devotion to the supreme combatant and to 
national unity. 


They noted with satisfaction the social achievements benefiting them and 
recommended the strengthening of the administrative structures and the 
party in the host countries. 


They also recommended additional aid for the children and families of 
Tunisians working abroad. 


From the political point of view, they urged the strengthening of party 
action in the host countries, to provide, among other things, better co- 
ordination of the efforte undertaken by the party structures. 


On the social level, they recommended the drafting of social security agree- 
ments between Tunisia and the host countries, and the strengthening of 
education in the Arab language. 


From the economic viewpoint, they recommended the simplification of admin- 
istrative procedures and pointed to the needed to help emigrant workers to 
launch productive enterprises by supplying them with the necessary informa- 
tion for this purpose. Finally, the participants addressed two telegram: of 
support to President Bourguiba and Prime Minister “ohamed Mzali. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


FEDERAL COUNCIL APPROVES MILITARY SERVICE BILL 
Couneil Debates Bill 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 28 May 80 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Sadiq ‘Agie and Muhammad ‘Amir; "National Military Service Bill 
Approved; Disbursement of Salaries to Drafted Civil Servants To Continue 
Throughout the Period of Their Service") 


[Text] At the meeting it held yesteruay, attended by His Excellency Muhammad 
ibn Rashid, the minister of defense, the Federal National Council [FNC] 
approved the National Military Service Bill in the light of amendments that 
were introduced into it by the council's Committee on Domestic Affairs and 
Defense. The bill was turned over to the Council of Ministers for approval; 
it is then to be turned over to the Supreme Council so that it would be put 
into effect as soon as it is endorsed. 


The council had amended Article 17 of the bill as follows: “The civilian 
position of an enlisted man and all the salaries and promotions that derive 
therefrom are to be held for him while he is performing his national military 
service. Government agencies and public organizations are to continue dis- 
bureing the salaries of enlisted men they employ. But those who work in 
private sector companies or agencies, receive their salaries from the Ministry 
of Defense. The length of their military service is to be calculated in 
their civilian service and treated as double emergency service when compen- 
sations or pensions are computed." The committee had introduced several 
amendments to the bill, and these were approved by the council. These 
amendments are: 


Article 2 made military service mandatory for all male citizens between the 
ages of 16 and 35. It was the opinion of the committee that the age of 16 
was not quite suitable. This is because a young man at this early age is 
not capable of joining the army corps. Such a ste; would require bearing 
arms and pursuing an arduous military life. Therefore, the article was 
amended to make it apply to those between the ages of 18 and 35. 
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Article 6 gave peremptory exemption trom service to all the sone of officers 
or enlisted men who lost their lives in the service or who were 60 percent 

or more disabled during military operations. It was the opinion of the 
committee that only the two oldest sone were to be exempted from military 
service so that the rest of the sone would still have the honor of performing 
their national duty. 


Article 7 gave a temporary exemption from service to a man who was supporting 
hie brother if that brother was disabled because of a physical impairment 

or disease, It also gave 4 temporary exemption to students and to people 
who were undergoing a course of therapy. An addition was made granting a 
temporary exemption to men supporting a brother or brothers who were not 

18 years old, 


The council's discussions and the amended text of the law are on page 3. 


It was evident when the Federal National Council (FNC! began its session 
yesterday that there were few members [present]. Had only two or three [more] 
members not come, the session would not have been held, and the meeting would 
have been postponed for lack of a quorom. But God protected the council, 

{and the meeting did take place]. It was also evident from the outset that 
the discussion would be calm, regardless of how Long the session would last, 
because of the small number of members. 


What is important is that at 10 o'clock Hilal Lawtah chaired the session 
because His Excellency Tarim ‘Umran Tarim had expressed his regrets and His 
Excellency Hamad Bu Shihab was absent because he was heading a delegation 

of the council that was visiting Taiwan. The meeting was attended by His 
Excellency Muhammad ibn Rashid, the minister of defense; His Excellency Sa'id 
al-Ghayth, the minister of state for the affairs of the Council of Ministers; 
and the chairman of the Civil Service Council, The meeting was also attended 
by ‘'Abd-al-Majid al-Sayyid, adviser to His Highness al-Shaykh Maktum ibn 
Rashid; by the adviser on civil service affairs; and by Staff Maj ‘Abdallah 
Muhammad al-Mazahimi, the director of operations and training in the 

Ministry of Defense. They all attended the meeting since it had been deter- 
mined that the council would discuss, besides the Military Service Bill, the 
policy of the government in the area of civil service as well as evident 
signs of the increasing cost of living and other “new business." 


The Council's Letters 

In less than 5 minutes, statements of regret were read; the council approved 
the minutes of its meeting on 22 April; and two letters from his excellency 
the minister of state for the affairs of the Council of Ministers were read. 


The first letter pertained to a Council of Ministers’ resolution on foreign 
corporations and domestic spending. The text of that letter follows: 
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"Please be advised that the Council of Ministers decided when it met on 
11/3/1980 to charge the Ministry of Finance with settling the bide for 
projects and provisions on national companies and ascertaining that no ap 
epurious companies are participating [in those endeavors), The Ministry 
of Finance is to lay dow rules and regulations [for these matters) and it 
ie to take the eteps that are necessary to implement this decision." 


The second letter pertained to the recommendation that was made by the 
National Council regarding the matter of federal projects and popular housing. 
The text of that letter follows: 


"Please be advised that the council reviewed the recommendation when it met 
on 5/5/1980 and expressed its interest in the matter. It has charged the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing with presenting a study of the new 
designs to the Council of Ministere eo that a suitable design for a popular 
home may be selected," 


At the same time the council turned over to the Legislative Committee a federal 
bill that would amend some provisions of Law No 1 for 1972 regarding the 
mandatory powers of the ministries and the jurisdictions of the ministers. 


The Military Service Law 


The discussion of the National Military Service Bill in the light of amend- 
ments that were introduced by the Committee on Domestic Affairs and Defense 
began immediately. Salih al-Shal, the secretary to the committee stood up 
and read the articles of the law and the amendments that we.e introduced by 
the committee. It became evident that although the law had 35 articles, 
the committee had introduced only four amendments to it. 


The first article that was amended was Article 2 which had stipulated con- 
scription for males between Lhe ages of 16 and 35. The committee amended 
that to males between the ages of 18 and 35, 


The discussion began with Muhammad ibn Badawah who asked if the law applied 
to the armed forces only or also to the police force. He also asked if it 
applied to males only or also to females. 


Muhammad ibn Rashid: "It applies to males only; we did not think of females." 


Fara} ibn Hammudah: "The government's bill set the age at 16. Our young 
men at this age are intellectually mature and are ready to assume respon- 
sibility. Why was the age changed from 16 to 187" 


"Abdallah Amin: "I think the article should stay as it was without amendment 
so that when the student leaves school at this age, he is [in a sense] adopted 
by the Ministry of Defense. in fact, I suggest that we reduce this age to 

14 if possible." 
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Khalifah Muhammad; "Young men should not be eligible [for military service] 
before they are 18, If a student faile in school, he may volunteer in the 


armed forces whose institutions are open to everyone. Compulsory conscription, 


however, ie a responsibility." 


Khalifah Hamid: "The question now is this; why was the age changed from 16 
to 18?" 


Muhammad ibn Rashid; “Frankly, the age of 18, on the one hand, is the age 
that is used in most of our neighboring countries. On the other hand, our 
armed forces are now equipped with the most modern scientific weapons which 
must be understood through learning, awareness and knowledge." 


There were discussions in which Salih al-Shal, ‘Ali al-Marzuq, Ahmad al- 
Mazru'i and ‘Abdallah Rashid participated. The majority almost came to an 
agreement that the age of 18 was a more suitable age, but an explosive 
question was suddenly placed on the floor, 


Muhammad al-'Amiri: "It is my opinion that this law will open the door to 
students to leave school and join the armed forces. There are many places 
in government which need qualified citizens. What will these places do if 
we took our young people into the military and the other stages of education 
remain vacant?" 


We Want an Army of Educated Men 


Muhammad ibn Rashid: "Military service is a national and a pan-Arab duty. 
We prepared this bill after looking into all the laws and after considering 
our efforts and our own circumstances in the Emirates. This law does not 
mean that every individual will be compelled to join the military corps or 
that studente will be encouraged to leave their studies. On the contrary, 
all the gulf countries are now turning to this law since it is unavoidable. 
It will benefit our citizens by giving them a strong incentive and a strong 
motive in civilian life. Military training gives young people the self- 
confidence that is necessary for them to become involved in the aspects of 
practical life. This law then is almost a voluntary law. We have taken all 
the circumstances into consideration. Young people will not continue to 
defend [their country) unless they desire to do so." 


His excellency the minister of defense added, “There is in fact some danger 
that a student who gets used to military discipline and likes it will remain 
in the military. But he is in fact free to continue or discontinue his 
service after he completes it. As far as educated people are concerned-- 
those who have reached the highest rung on the educational ladder--we do in 
fact need them because we want ‘a strong, educated army in this country.'" 
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There was another round of discussion about whether the age [of eligibility) 
should be 16 or 18, Then the matter was put to a vote by a showing of hands 
and the article wae kept as amended by the committee so that the age of con- 
scription is from 18 to 35, Thie was approved by the majority. 


The Sone of a Man Killed in Action 


Articles 3, 4 and 5 were passed quickly. When it came to Article 6, Faraj 
lammudah asked, ‘Why did the committee change the exemption for ‘the sons of 
an officer or an enlisted man who was killed in action or who was more than 
60 percent disabled during military operations’ to the oldest two of the 
officer's or enlisted man's sone who are eligible for the draft, etc. to the 
end of that section?" 


Salih al-Shal: "What was intended is that if a man who was killed in action 
or was disabled had 10 male children, would they all be exempted from the 
draft? It was the opinion of the committee that only the oldest two be 
exempted." 


Fara} ibn Hammudah: "Why the oldest two? Maybe they are basically not suitable 
for supporting the family of the [officer] who was killed in action. Who 
would support the family if the rest wore drafted?" 


Al-Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Jabbar: "The law as amended is fair. It stipulated that 
anyone who is supporting a family is to be exempted.” 


Muhammad al-'Amiri: “It ie honorable to die in action. To honor the man 
whe died in action it is enough to exempt two of the sons from the draft, 
even though they will be deprived of the honor of losing their lives in 
action.” 


The members approved the article as it was amended by the committee. 


In discussing Article 7 the members asked that the term "the one and only 
son” be changed to that of “the only son" because the term, “one and only” 
was pretentious. 


The council then moved to the following articles which were approved without 
discussion until they came to Article 17, It stipulated that “The civilian 
position of an enlisted man and all the salaries and promotions that derive 
therefrom are to be held for him while he is performing his national military 
service. This period is to be calculated with the period of his civilian 
service, and it is to be treated as double emergency duty when compensation 
or pension is computed.” 


The Law Almost Fell Apart 
This article came close to being passed by a significant margin had it not 


been for al-Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Jabbar Bashir who made a point about a flaw in 
the article. “The article held the enlisted man's position, but it did not 
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hold hie salary for him." He asked, "What will become of a family whose 
breadwinner ite drafted and his salary drops to that of a soldier? Does the 
law assume that all those who are drafted will be students who do not have 
jobs or families?" 


Muhammad ibn Rashid; "A person who is in the reserves receives his salary, 

but an enlisted man receives a soldier's salary from the army. Military 
service is everyone's duty, and everyone must perform this duty, All 

countries pay enlisted men nominal amounts of money. Sometimes it is two 
dinare or two and a half dinars, How can we come out with something different? 
If an enlisted man is working some place for a salary that is greater than 

that of a soldier, and if he were to join the military service at his same 
salary, what would be the position of the soldier who is training with him 

and is affiliated with the armed forces service?" 


Jabr Sayf agreed with the minister's statements, and Faraj Hammudah asked if 
the committee had studied and investigated this subject. Salih al-Shal replied 
and conceded that the committee was negligent in investigating this point. 


Muhammad al-'Amiri asked that the bill be returned to the committee for recon- 
sideration, 


Faraj ibn Hammudah proposed that the enlisted man's employer pay 30 or 50 
percent of the salary of the enlisted worker. 


Sultan Khalifah: "No company will pay the salary of a worker who has 
enlisted. Furthermore, it may not even appoint him in the first place so it 
would not pay him a salary when he enlists." 


Nasir Lawtah denounced the material negotiations that preceded military ser- 
vice as a tax that was required of every citizen in this homeland. 


Al-Shaykh 'Abd-al-Jabbar proposed that [the Ministry of] Social Affairs pay 
the salary difference to the family of the enlisted man. Then, as usual, he 
became involved in a heated discussion with Counselor Dr Sayyid Ibrahim. 


The minister almost settled the matter when he declared, "Those who are 
employed may be affected by the draft. But I personally cannot approve now. 
The council is to amend this article and to send the amended text to the 
Council of Ministers where it would be discussed in a broader fashion. It 
is known that at the outset the law will actually be applied to some of the 
workers who have not yet reached 35 years of age. Afterwards, in the future 
no citizen will work anywhere until he performs his military duty." 


Two p.oposals remained: that the state pay the difference in salary or that 
ine article remain as it is and the period of service be considered a citizen's 
duty and the sacrifice he makes. There were discussions that went on for 

more than 2 hours; they ended with [an agreement] to amend the article so 

that "the government agency or the public organization where the enlisted 

man was employed was to continue paying his salary, and the Ministry of Defense 
would pay the salaries of those employed in the private sector." This [amend- 
ment] was made in accordance with a suggestion made by Counselor Dr Sayyid 
Ibrahin. 
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The remaining articles of the law (18 articles) were passed in less than 10 
minutes, and the meeting was adjourned for half an hour. 


When the meeting was reconvened, a large number of the members had left and 
the reat did not constitute a quorum, After a discussion that lasted 10 
minutes, it wae decided that the meeting be postponed till 10 June, 


Text of Amended Bill 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 28 May 80 pp 3-4 


[Article: "Text of the National Military Service Bill as Amended by the 
Federal National Council" | 


[Text] The text of the federal bill which pertains to national military 
service as it was approved by the Federal National Council [FNC] yesterday 
follows, This is the text of the bill as amended by the Committee on Domestic 
Affairs and Defense and by the council, 


Section One: Definitions 


Article 1: In enforcing the provisio.s of this law the following words and 
expressions are to be construed in accordance with the definitions provided 
for each one unless the text indicates otherwise. 


A. National military service is the mandatory period spent by those who are 
subject to this law in the armed forces either in active duty or in reserve 
service. 


B. Active military duty is the period during which a citizen is drafted and 
his status changed from civilian to military. This period includes a military 
training period and the actual practice of military life in the units of the 
armed forces in accordance with that citizen's military specialization. 


C. Reserve military service is the period during which an enlisted man 
would have left the armed forces after having fulfilled his active military 
duty when he would be ready to meet the request of the armed forces and join 
the army either for training or mobilization. 


D. An enlisted man is a young man who enlists for national military service 
and works in the arwed forces for the duration of the period determined by 
law. 


E. The volunteer is the young man who volunteers for service in the armed 
forces and who chooses military life as his way of ‘ife, whether he is an 
officer or a solider, 


F. Military schools are educational units affiliated with the armed forces 
where military studies are undertaken in accordance with "the general training 
policy. Graduates obtain military titles at those schools." 
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Section Two: General [Conditions] 


Article 2: National military service is mandatory for all male citizens of 
the United Arab Emirates and for all males who acquire citizenship and who 
are between the ages of 18 and 35 and are suitable for military service. 


Article 3: The duration of national military service for all enlisted men 
is to be 9 years of good service, not including periods of absence, absences 
without leave or prison sentences. This period begins on the date the 
enlisted man enlists in military service, and it includes two basic terms: 


A. <A term for active military service; this is to be determined as follows 
and in accordance with the individual's educational level. 


1, For those who do not have educational qualifications, 18 months. 

2. For those who have intermediate qualifications, 12 months. 

3. For those who have higher scientific degrees, 9 months. 

B, A term for reserve military service is to be determined as follows: 

1, For those who do not have educational qualifications, 7.5 years. 

2. For those who have intermediate educational qualifications, 8 years. 

3. For those who have higher educational qualifications, 8 years and 3 months. 
Article 4: The minister of defense is to issue organizational instructions 
that determine the method and the duration of military training, the system 
of calling up the reserves and the method of their distribution to the 
various branches of the armed forces in accordance with the needs of those 


branches. 


Article 5: The following groups [of people] are to be exempted from mandatory 
national military service: 


A. Those who are employed as state guards for the chairman and the members 
of the Supreme Council of the Federation. They are also to be exempted by 
government decree. 


B. Those who volunteer to work as military men--officers or other ranks-- 
in the armed forces or in the police, provided that they volunteer for not 
less than 3 years. 


C. Students at military colleges, institutes and academies. In case for 
any reason they do not continue their course of study until they graduate, 
the period of time they spent in these colleges is to be counted in their 
term for national military service, provided that such a period is not less 











than 6 continuous months with no [interruptions] for sick leave or impri- 
sonment. The remainder of the period is to be considered reserve military 
service in case the 9 years determined in Article 3 were not completed, 


Article 6; The following groups [of people] are to be exempted peremptorily 
from national military service, 


A. Anyone who does not meet the medical suitability: requirements for military 
service as determined by resolution of the minister of defense made in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Department of Medical Services. 


B. The oldest two eligible for the draft who are sons of an officer or an 
enlisted man who was killed in action or who has more than a 60 percent 
disability acquired during war operations. 


C, The oldest brother or the one following him of an officer or an enlisted 
man who was killed in action or who has a 60 percent disability acquired in 
the course of military operations. 


D. The eldest eligible for the draft among the sons of an officer or an 
enlisted man who died or was discharged from military service because of an 
illness, an injury or an infirmity ac.uired during or because of service. 


E. Paragraphs B, C and D are to be applied to everyone concerning whom a 
federal law has been issued requiring that he be treated as a citizen who 
had lost his life in action. 


Article 7: The following groups [of people] are to be exempted temporarily 
from national military service. 


A. A father's or a mother's only son as long as he remains an only son. 


6B. The son who is the only provided for his father provided that the father 
is unable to earn a living because of a disability or an illness or because 
he is 60 years oid. 


C. The son who is the only provider for his mother provided that the mother 
is a widow or irrevocably divorced or that her husband is unable to earn a 
living because of a disability or a sickness or because he is 60 years of age. 


D. The man who is the only provider for his brother, provided that the 
brother be unable to earn a living because of a disability or a disease or 
because he is not yet 18 years old or his draft had been deferred because he 
was studying or undergoing therapy. 


E. The man who is the only provider for his sister provided that the sister 


fe a widow, or irrevocably divorced or had never been married in the first 
ace, 
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F, Those who have been sentenced to lengthy incarcerations and those wh 
are detained pending investigation [are temporarily exempted from military 
service] for the duration of the term of their punishment. 


G. Anyone who reaches the age of 35 during the period of a temporary exemption 
is peremptorily exempted, 


H. An exemption is revoked when the reasons for it are no longer extant, 
Anyone who has no more reasons for exemption is to notify the branches of 
the Civilian Military Service Administration by registered letter within 60 
days. He is [also] to present himself to the authorized agencies. 


Article 8: National military service is to be deferred for the following 
groups: 


A. School students until the age of 24, 


B. Students in colleges, institutes of higher learning or similar [establish- 
ments] until the age of 31. 


C, People who are studying in the country or abroad to obtain higher academic 
degrees--a masters degree or a doctorate--until the age of 34. 


D. A brother who follows the one who enlisted or was drafted until [the term 
of] his enlistment or his draft is completed. 


E. Those who were commissioned by one of the ministries because there was 
an urgent need for them at their places of work, provided that this be done 
by decree from the Council of Ministers and until the age of 34 in times of 
peace, 


The draft may be deferred for other groups not mentioned in the previous 
articles by decree of the minister of defense. The maximum age stated in 
paragraphs A, B and C may be overlooked by no more than 2 years in the case 
of illness during the various stages of education, provided that this be 
documented by a certificate endorsed by the Ministry of Health. Those whose 
draft had been deferred are to present themselves voluntarily to a branch 

of the National Military Service Administration when the reasons for the 
deferment are no longer extant. They are to present themselves at the times 
determined by the Ministry of Defense or by the General Command of the Armed 
Forces so that their names can be registered or they can be drafted. 


Article 9: Every young man who is subject to the provisions of this law is 
to present himself to the concerned agencies determined [by this law] within 
60 days of reaching the legal age for the draft, 


All authorized state agencies that are related to the subject of the draft 
are to notify the National Military Service Administration in the Ministry 
of Defense of those whe reach the draft age every year. 
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Article 10; The minister of defense, in accordance with the state's public 
interest a6 far ae the armed forces are concerned, is te declare the number 
of individuale whe are required for the draft every year. tle is to declare 
the number of those whose [military service) is to be deferred and those who 
will be exempted from the draft, 


Article 11; The duration of active military service may be prolonged upon 
the recommendation of the minister of defense and the endorsement of the 
Couneil of Ministers vecause of war, mobilization or emergencies, 


Section Three: Righte and Duties 


Acticle 12: An enlisted man is to be granted the salary of a soldier as of 
the day he presents himself to the draft offices of the Ministry of Defense, 
This is in accordance with the financial regulations that are in effect in 
the armed forces. An enlisted man is eligible for the promotione and the 
periodic pay increases that derive therefrom, 


Article 13; An enlisted man is entitled to all the rights granted to the 
members of the armed forces with regard to therapy and social service. He 
and the members of hie family who are supported by him are to receive therapy 
paid for by the armed forces in military hospitals for the duration of his 
active military service and when he ie on call during his military service 
in the reserves. 


Article 14: A man who is called from the reserves (to active duty) is to 
be granted a salary at 4 rank that follows the rank he had reached when he 
left active duty, provided that that maximum salary be that of 4 sergeant. 
In addition, [he is to receive) an allowance in accordance with what is 
determined by the Council of Ministers on the basis of a recommendation from 
the minister of defense. 


Article 15: A person who is called from the reserves is to continue receiving 
his salary from the governmental agency where he was employed if he was 
employed in one of the ministries, governmental organizations or agencies 

or public corporations. Ye is to receive the difference in salary and the 
reserve allowance from the armed forces, 


Article 16: An enlisted man is to be granted 3,000 dirhams as a bonus when 
his term of active military service is completed, provided that hie conduct 
[during the period of service] was not less than good. 


Article 17: The civilian position of an enlisted man and all the salaries 
and promotions that derive therefrom are to be held for him while he is 
performing his national military service. Governmeit agencies and public 
corporations are to continue disbursing the salaries of enlisted men they 
employ. Those who are employed in the private sector are to receive their 
salaries from the Ministry of Defense. 
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This period is te be considered part of an enlisted man's civilian service, 
and it is to be treated as double emergency duty when a bonus or 4 pension 
is being computed, 


Article 18; In case an enlisted man ie partially or totally disabled or 
loses his life during the period of his enlistment or when he is called up 
from the reserves, he becomes eligible for the Pensions and Retirement 
Compensation Law for Military Men No 8 for 1976 A.D., which ie in effect in 
the armed forees, The 2? percent salary deduction is not to be made through- 
out this period, 





Article 19% If cireumetances permit, an enlisted man is entitled to all the 
vacations stipulated in the armed forces except the vacation for pilgrimage 
during hie period of active military service, In case he cannot take annual 
leave because of work conditions, he is to receive a monetary allowance in 
accordance with instructions and ordere regulating disbursement of such an 
allowance, which are in effect in the armed forces. 


Article 20; An enldsted man is entitled to a 15 days vacation to mark the 
end of hie national military service before he is placed in the reserves. 


Article 21: An enlisted man is entitled to being promoted to the rank of an 
enlisted sergeant during his period of service in the armed forces. He is to 
be granted all the privileges of the new titles provided that the period 
between a promotion from one rank to another be not less than 6 months. 


Article 22: An enlisted man may volunteer in the armed forces during or 
after hie active military service, 


Article 23: The minister of defense is to issue instructions, orders and 
rules regulating the process and the conditions of promotions; the authorities 
[who grant) promotions and also the method of changing [the classification) 

° enlisted man to that of a volunteer. 


Article 24: An enlisted man may enroll in evening schools to learn if the 
circumstances of military service permit and provided that this be done with 
the approval of his commander. 


Section Four: Controls 


Article 25: Bwery citizen who is 18 years old and not more than 35 years 
old and who meets the conditions for national military service but has not 
performed this service may not be appointed in any government agency unless 
he has special permission from the Ministry of Defense. 


Article 26: Every citizen for whom national military service is mandatory is 


subject to military orders as of the date that citizen was to have joined 
the armed forces. He is to conform to the Law of Military Regulations. 
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Article 27; Anyone who fails to present himself to the armed forces 3 months 
from the date he was to have joined the armed forces is to be drafted for 6 
additional months after serving his term of active national military service, 


The penalty is to be reduced by half if the citizen joine the armed forces 
voluntarily within 6 monthe of the date of hia failure to present h'meclf, 
This term [of punishment! may be revoked if the citizen renders good service 
and if his commander so recommends, 


Article 28; Anyone who faile to present himself to the armed forces 6 months 
after the date he was supposed to have joined the armed forces is to be 
drafted for one additional year. The penalty is to be reduced by half if 

the person voluntarily joins the armed forces within 1 year of his failure 

to do so [originally]. Thie period may be revoked if that citizen renders 
good service and if his commander eo recommends, 


Article 29: Anyone who fails to render national military service and passes 
the age of 35 is to be punished by imprisonment for no more than 2 years, 
and he is to pay a monetary fine of 10,000 dirhams, 


The prison penalty may be revoked and the financial penalty may be doubled 
by the minister of defense if there is justification for doing so. 


Article 30: Every pereon for whom national military service is mandatory 
who evades that service or tries to evade it by cheating or by hurting him- 
self; and also every person who helps or tries to help another avoid military 
service or unrightly defer it; or anyone who turns another person against 
performing his national military service is to be punished by imprisonment 
for a term that is no more than 3 years, or he is to pay a monetary fine of 
15,000 dirhams, or both. 


Article 31: Anyone who commits the crimes mentioned in the previous article 
in a state of war is to be punished by imprisonment for no less than 10 years 
and no more than 15 years. 


Section Five: General Provisicns 


Article 32: No one who is required to sign up for national military service 
may leave the country before performing this service, except in the following 
cases and with the endorsement of the Ministry of Defense or whomever the 
ministry empowers: 


A. Those who have temporary exemptions as mentioned in Section Two, Article 
7, provided that the permission to leave is issued annually and that it be 
tied to an administrative certificate from the auth rized agencies that the 
reason for the temporary exemption continues to exist. 


B. Those whose draft has been deferred as was mentioned in Section Two, 
Article 8 and until the age determined for that deferment, provided that the 
reason for travel is the pursuit of learning. 
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C., For therapeutic reasons provided that the decision to travel be made by 
a medical committee from the Ministry of Health and endorsed by a military 
medical committee, 


Article 33; The minister of defense is to issue regulatory instructions to 
regulate the method according to which he will issue those permite mentioned 
in Article 32 and to regulate the agente that will issue these permite and 
endorse them, 


Article 34: An administration is to be established in the Ministry of 
Defense to regulate and execute this law, It is to be called the National 
Military Service Administration. The minister of defense is to issue 
regulatory inetructions and orders for thie administration, 


Article 35: The ministers, each within his jurisdiction, are to execute 


this law. Thie law is to be published in the Official Gazette; it goes into 
effect upon publication, 
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UN. TED ARAB EMIRATES 


EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY DETAILED 
Abu Dhabi AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 27 May 80 p 5 
[Article: "Efforts Towards Achievement of Food Security") 


[Text] The importance of food as a etrategic weapon is increasing day by day, 
and food is becoming a weapon whose strategic importance is no less than 

that of any other weapon used in ite areas of utilization. This importance 
stems from the growing demand for food and the increase in the world's popu- 
lation. Because of this growing impuertance of food, the state has spared 

no =a in achieving food security for the citizen. This is because the 
state belfeves that food security for the citizen is of no less importance 
than his security and stability in any other location, Where do we stand 

lon thie matter], now that we have all heard of operations threatening the 
use of food as a weapon whose danger would be no less than that of any other 


weapon? 


This danger will increase in the future. We have all begun to hear about 
the threats the United States is making against other countries that do not 
go along with it [in helping it] achieve its colonialist goals. 


To free ourselves from these threats which we are hearing now and which will 
inevitably be used against us one day either by the United States or by 
another country, state officials have been concerned with this matter in a 
manner that seeks the establishment of more cultivated areas and, accordingly, 
the production of more of our food needs. Besides, locally produced goods 
acquire a special significance since people are beginning to have bitter 
feelings when they see that everything they eat and use is imported. 
Interest in agriculture, therefore, would bring a person closer to the 
national soil and would increase his interest and his love for that land. 

A statement made by one of the citizens when he saw the farms of al-'Awhah 
which had been planted with wheat is sufficient [to illustrate this feeling]. 
The citizen said at the time, "This green is enougt for us at this stage. 

In the future we must cultivate more of this land for the purpose of pro- 
duction," 
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Data and Statistics 


In order to formulate a true picture of this interest in agriculture, we 
must make a quick review of the statistical data that were issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and Animal Production in al-'Ayn. These data 
show the magnitude of the expansion in agricultural land. 


In the area of preparing and leveling farms, the number of farme that were 
established until 1979 exceeded 98; their area amounted to 23,089 donums. 

In 1970, 290 farme had been prepared, and their area was 11,299 donums. 
These farms are distributed among al-Qattarah, Sayh ibn ‘Ammar, al-'Ayn, 
al-Wajan, Madiesis, the afforestation division, al-'Awhah and others. It 

is worth noting here that 44 of these farms, whose area amounts to 1,419 
donume, utilize a sprinkler irrigation method which is considered to be one 
of the most modern and the least costly methods of irrigation. It is [also] 
the least wasteful of water. In addition, returne yielded by the plants 
[as a result) of this method [are good). 





Services for Farmers 


The department offers farmers ite numerous services, In the area of leveling, 
plowing and fertilizing the soil, the department's services have covered 
50,000 donums. In addition, the department furnished seeds, fertilizers 

and seedlings in large quantities. The quantities of seeds that were distri- 
buted free of charge to farmers in 1979 amounted to 160,068 kilograms. In 
the area of preventive services and services for fighting plant diseases, 

the [total] area which received protective services from the department 
amounted to 14,764 donums; the [total] areas that were sprayed amounted to 
118,805 donums; and the quantities of insecticides, pesticides and other 
materials used in 1979 amounted to approximately 38,394 kilograms. 


Machine Maintenance 


The department carried out all maintenance operations on drilling machines, 
digging machines and plowing and harvesting equipment, The department 
utilizes 289 agricultural machines [that represent] various kinds of agri- 
cultural machinery. 


In the area of material aid whose objective is to encourage farmers to work 
on these farms, the department offered loans in 1979 that totaled 2,483,113 
dirhams. [A total of] 1,344 farmers benefited from these loans. These funds 
were used to purchase agricultural machines and plows and to lay down irri- 
gation systems. 


The Green Cover 
In the area of afforestation, horticulture and the cultivation of vegetables 


and fruits, the department furnished large numbers of these seedlings and 
plants in addition to seedlings of all kinds of vegetables in the area of 
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al-'Ayn, The department cultivated 1,979 donume with different kinds of 
vegetables and fruits for teating purposes so that their cultivation can be 
expanded and distributed among the farme of al-Qattarah, Suwayhan and the 
rest of the farms, 


Vegetable production was abundant and met a good percentage of local market 
consumption. Locally produced vegetables were distinguished from i:ported 
vegetables by a large difference in price and aleo by quality. In 1979 the 
total tomato crop exceeded 3,540,842 kilograms, and the cucumber crop amounted 
to 791,596 kilograms. 


The department's activities were not confined to vegetables only; the depart- 
ment was clearly interested in fruit trees, Farms in al-'Ayn are now pro- 
ducing good quantities of lemons, dates and guavas. 


The department has also been interested for a number of years in raising bees. 
There are now more than 250 beehives in ab-'Ayn; last year they yielded 
258,025 dirhams [in revenues], 


Wheat is foremost among the plants receiving attention with regard to expanding 
its cultivation and production, This expansion began several years ago; and 

it was in al-'Awhah that this expans.on began. The results that were 

achieved by the department showed that it was possible to obtain a good 

return of wheat per donum, compared with the returns in other places famous 

for the cultivation of wheat. During the 1979-1980 season the department 

began cultivating 3,760 donums; it is expected that wheat production from 

this land will be 800 tons. 


This area, which is cultivated with wheat, [is located] in al-'Awhah region. 
The department will grow wheat in Umm Ghafah after soil test results have 
shown that growing wheat there was possible because the necessary materials 
for cultivating wheat were found in the soil in good quantities. 


The department's activities are not confined to land and agriculture. The 
department does give much attention to animals and to the development of 
animal resources. There is a veterinary hospital in al-'Ayn whose services 
last year were delivered to 4,864 camels; 1,281 cows; and 30,261 sheep. In 
addition, it offered poultry services as well as other services. 


Veterinary professionals treated 54,107 cases in al-'Ayn free of charge. 
There are six outpatient clinics affiliated with the department, These are 
scattered among Madisis, al-Khaznah and other locations. Besides treatment, 
the department offers financial assistance to the owners of these animals. 
The total aid that was offered by the department to the owners of these 
animals exceeded 11 million dirhams; these were distributed among 2,902 
cattle owners. 
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STEADY, SLOW DEVELOPMENT IN RURAL COMMUNITY EXPECTED 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 26 May 80 p 3 


[Article by Pu'ad Ayyub: "Gallantry of Bedowins in al-Taybah Valley: 10 
Young Men From Village Support Their Families Along with Their Fathers To 
Provide Good Life for Family Members; Khamis Shares His Modest Salary With 
His Father To Help Him Raise His Six Brothers; Village Mosque Built by 
Citizen Living in Qatar and Purnished by Village Residents") 


[Text) There are many negative factors in the lives of Bedouins who have been 
living for many years in the village of al-Taybah inside al-Pahid Mountain, 
There are also many positive factors, which are primarily humanitarian, in 
that life. The Bedouins of al-Taybah--that village which is located on both 
sides of al-Taybah Valley with half of its 45 houses to the east and the 
other half to the west--are still dreaming about having electricity. They 
see the power lines that are stretched across the roade in the valley every 
day. They also have their own water problems: some days they have water; 
other days they don't. In addition, their palm trees are diseased and the 
(al-hambu) and (bean) crops are weak. In addition to these negative factors, 
there are the positive factors which are exclusive to the Bedouins. These 
are positive factors that were established by the nature of life in moun- 
tainous regions where cooperation and mutual responsibility are requirements 
dictated by the circumstances of that life. In that region people live as 
one family all of whose members love and care for each other. It is within 
this family that notions of manhood, gallantry, sacrifice and redemption 
flourish. It is in al-Taybah that we find a son who had denied himself the 
mere thought of marriage eo he can stand by hie father, his mother and his 
brothers and sisters to relieve them of some of the suffering that is caused 
by the inability of their material resources to meet their needs and realize 
their wishes. We also find a gallant man who saw people traveling scores 
of miles to perform the duty of group prayer, so he volunteered to build « 
mosque for then. 


Before we begin with the negative factors that are considered the common 

denominator in most of the areas of the eastern region where there are con- 
centrations of Bedouins, we [would like] to present an honorable picture of 
the positive factors [of Bedouin life). This picture is exemplified in one 
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of the young village residents whose relationship with his original community 
wae not severed despite the fact that he had joined an urban society and 
obtained 4 reasonable position. Thies young man is Khamie Almad Muhammad 
Khamis, He is about 20 years old, and he ie a civil servant in Dubai with 
the armed forces, Circumstances had helped him to enroll in the primary 
school in Masafi when he was a boy, but only 5 years later these circum 
stances had declined, and he was unable to complete his education, «ae cook 
advantage of the first opportunity he had, and he joined the army. 


Regarding his reason for joining the army and leaving school Khamis says, I 
had no choice in doing this. The stages of education are lengthy, and my 
father is becoming an oid man. The orchard he has does not provide him with 
an income to speak of, but he has the responsibility of supporting me and 
supporting my three brothere and three sisters," 





Between the Pipe Smoker and Local Tobacco 


While Khamis was talking to me very calmly, his father, Ahmad Khamis was 
preoccupied with smoking his modest pipe and watching us intently. His looks 
were significant: he would sometimes look at his son, and other times his 
eyes would shine with pride and affection for him or for his present position. 
His son had become a government civi. servant, and he was receiving a salary 
from the government that made him not need a government pension. I sensed 
that he wanted to join in the conversation and to say something. But before 
Il listened to him, I asked him about the pipe he was smoking; it was a con- 
traption that looked very much like a pipe. fo describe it more accurately, 
it was a miniature pipe. 1 found out from him that that pipe was the pipe 
most Bedouins use because it was very economical and its tobacco was culti- 
vated locally, in most cases between the trunks of the palm trees in some 

of the mountainous regions. One mann [two pounds] of this tobacco sold for 
200 dirhams, and sometimes [one could buy it for as little as) 50 dirhams. 
One gram of this tobacco lasted for a long time, 15 or 20 [hours of smoking] ." 


After putting his pipe aside beside him Ahmad Khamis said, “Life was difficult: 
the palm trees that we cultivate became diseased, and the (al-hambu) and 
(al-lumi) trees no longer gave us the good fruits that we used to harvest in 
days gone by. Therefore, my son's position was important for him and for 

us too.” 


I Am Not a Hero 


Let me go back to Khamis, the young son, to ask him, “What did you give your 
father and your family after you went to work?" 


He says, "I have stood by their side ever since I took that job. At the 
beginning when my salary was emall, I gave my father 200 dirhams every month. 
Then the sum increased to 500 dirhams. But now that I have a big pension of 
approximately 2,600 riyals, I give my father 1,000 dirhams a month. Along 
with his monthly pension, this sum meete his needs and the needs of my brothers 
and sisters for a month. I am therefore, quite satisfied. Every week I 

come here with my modest car to visit them and spend the weekend with then." 
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L told him, “Have you saved ay wohey Lor matt ey ee ee ee ee, 4 
real problem, but I do not feel it, nor am I concerned with it now. Naturally, 
I did not save anything. I am only interested now in providing happiness to 
my brothers and my sisters and also to my mother who hae had a hard time 
bringing us up and looking after our comfort," 


When | shook Khamis' hand and expressed my admiration for what he wae doing 
for hie father, his mother and hie brothers and sisters, he said, "Don't 

think of me as a hero who is making sacrifices for hie family. I am not the 
only one who is doing this. There are 10 other young men in al-Taybah village 
who are working in the government and helping their families. Some of them 
live where they work and come to al-Rub' like me every week, Others live here, 
and still others are married and are living in the modest dwellings of their 
parents, which you see here, eo they can provide a comfortable life for 

their fathers and their mothers and toil for then." 


Will There Be Electricity Before Ramadan? 


I found another positive model in the village; its features were outlined 
carefully by the chief of al-Taybah region, the chief of al-'Abadlah, Muhammad 
"Ali ibn Dawud al-'Abduli. It was that of a man who was not in the village. 
His name is Khamis ibn Ahmad al-'Abduli, and he is presently residing in the 
fraternal state of Qatar. The village, which has 45 homes and about 250 
persons, did not have a mosque where people could pray; no one had been able 
to build that mosque. While he was on a visit to the valley, the man found 
out about this and offered to build the mosque that is here now, where people 
assemble to pray at all times. Chief Muhammad ‘Ali says, “When the mosque 
became a reality in front of all of us, we collected contributions among 
ourselves, and we furnished it. We also purchased a microphone so that the 
muezzin [the man who calls the faithful to prayer] could be heard in every 
hovse in the area. We purchased the microphone after his highness the ruler 
of al-Fujayrah sent us a generator to light the mosque." 


I found myself moved to inquire, "Is there electricity in the village, then?" 
And here the chief replied, "No. There is electricity in the mosque, but 
[the generator] cannot supply any other place with electricity. However, we 
hope to have electricity in our homes soon. The ministry has installed the 
cables and the poles along the hills of the valley and has told us that we 
will have electricity soon. We are asking the Ministry of Electricity and 
Water to provide us with electricity to light our homes before the month 

of Ramadan.” 


Among the negative factors [in the village] was the fact that water, which 
comes to the village by truck, does not come regularly. This truck has been 
transporting water non-stop for 6 years. Now, however, it does get idle: 

it works one day and is idle for days. What can people do when they do not 
get water? 
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‘Ali ibn ‘Abdallah ibn Husayn saya, “The ministry denies that there is dise- 
comfort as a result of the fact that water is delivered one day and not the 
other, When the tanker that carries the water is idle, we are forced to 
take water from the welle that irrigate the plants and the palm trees, 

This naturally causes a problem, since we deprive the palm trees of the 
water when we take it from the well [for our own use]. This hurte the sala 
trees; but what are we to do? 


Death Le Inescapable if a Car Ile Not Found 


There is another negative factor that pertains to medical treatment. There 

is not a single medical facility in the entire area. According to the 
Bedouins, it is easy to send children to school if there is no school in the 
valley because there are special care that come to take them to school, 

But what would be the situation in case there are cases of emergency illnesses 
at night? 


This matter is explained at length by the chief of al-'Abadlah. He says, 

"It very often happens that a woman would get sick, and especially with one 
of those emergency diseases, The illness [usually] gets worse at night when 
everything is dark and the valley is still. [f the husband tas a car, there 
is no problem, but if he doesn't, there is a major problem. [It is known that 
most of us do not have cars. In this case the worried husband would run 
around the valley, knocking on the homes of the Bedouins who own cars and 
asking them for help. There have been many cases when a man was not able to 
save his wife because there was no car, and his wife [later] died in his arms. 
This is a real problem that we have always been facing. We had been hoping 
that the state would build a medical facility in our area." 


"Abdallah Muhammad Sa'id adde, "We lack a medical facility and wells to 
irrigate our orchards. The old wells have dried up and are in need of repair. 
None of us can repair chem, and we are still waiting for electricity. Most 
of the houses, as you can see, are built of palm leaves and (al-shinku). 

Very few of them have been built with brick. Don't think that [those who 
built their homes with brick) are wealthy; quite the contrary, all the 

people borrowed from the bank to improve their standard of living." 


Despite all the problems that 1 heard about and despite the barren life 

which the Bedouins are living in al-Taybah, the village is one of the rare 
villages in the state where natural wells abound and where palm trees, mango 
trees, lemon trees and other vegetables are flourishing. If the ministries 
that deliver services were to focus their attention on this area to provide 
the Bedouins with everything they need, and if the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fish Resources were to give this area its attention, al-Taybah Valley will 
become a source of benefits for its people. By natu-e the area is one of the 
most beautiful areas of the country. In fact, it would be a first class 
tourist area if it were utilized in the best fashion. But the Bedouins are 
not looking now for tourism, because their first hope, whose realization they 
are still awaiting, is the arrival of electricity. [They are also hoping] that 
the obvious lack of services they have been receiving will be amply met in 

ali the principal cities of the state. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


VILLAGES IN NORTHERN EMIRATES TO RECEIVE ELECTRICITY 
Abu Dhabi AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 27 May 80 p 1 
[Article: "All Villages in Northern Emirates To Receive Electricity") 


[Text] At the meeting which was chaired yesterday by His Highness al-Shaykh 
Rashid ibn Sa'id al-Maktum, the vice president and prime minister, the Council 
of Ministers approved a short-term plan for the Ministry of Electricity and 
Water. This plan is to be implemented in the next 2 years, 1981-1982, and 
its costs amount to 200 million dirhams. 


The plan includes providing electricity to all the villages in the northern 
emirates and hooking up electricity and water services to all the remote areas 
in the country. 


The plan also includes tying the power stations of Umm al-Qayawayn and Fala} 
al-Ma'la with an overhead line to strengthen the electricity of Falaj al- 
Ma'la and to supply neighboring areas with power services. 


According to recommendations from High Highness al-Shaykh Zayid bin Sultan 
Al Nahayyan, the president of the emirates, the council approved the sum of 
5 million dirhams for the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs to shore up 
women's handicrafts in the country. 


Two million dirhams of this sum were earmarked for strengthening the centers 
for environmental industries and handicrafts, and 1.5 million dirhams were 
earmarked for strengthening women's associations. This sum represents an 
increase that amounts to 70 percent of current financial allocations for 
strengthening women's associations. The sum of 1.5 million dirhams has also 
been earmarked for bonuses [to be granted] to female workers in the field of 
environmental and popular industries who took part in the Handicrafts Fair 
that was recently wound up by his highness, the president. 


The Council of Ministers reviewed a report from His Excellency Sa'id Ghubash, 
minister of planning. The report included the implementation of the projects 
of the 1979 Investment Program as well as the status of spending and imple- 
mentation for first quarter projects in the 1980 Investment Program. 
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UNLTED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


LARGEST POWER PLANT CONTEMPLATED--It is estimated that the huge power plant 
whose construction has been decided on for the area of Zabarah, 30 kilomet — 
trom Umm al-Nar Island in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emira’ 
will cost more than 25 billion dirhams or more than 7 billion dollars. T 
power plant is still an idea, but it will be implemented now that the Depa —- 
meut of Electricity in Abu Dhabi has completed preparations for a compre- 
hensive study of the future electricity and water needs of the country. The 
study was given to a number of international consulting firms who will 

look into the economic and technical aspects of the project which the state 
wants to complete before the end of 1990. The preliminary study of the 
project that has been made considers the establishment of a power generating 
plant and a water desalinization plant so that the country's needs of water 
and electricity may be provided; so that the northern emirates may be pro- 
vided with the electricity they need; and the emirates who are members of 
the federation are hooked up to a standard electricity system. The date for 
beginning implementation of the project has not yet been determined, but the 
study that has been made bears in mind that construction and the operation 
of the first unit, which will operate at a capacity of 130 megawatts, is to 
oceur in 1985 and that construction of all the other units is to be completed 
gradually before 1990. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 7 Jun 80 p 45] 
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